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HUMAN BEINGS. 



CHAPTER I. 

I 

The way to get Married. 

l^ADY Buckhurst continued so long in«- 
sensible^* tbikt Mrs O'Rouke unable to re- 
vive her bj means of a smeUing bottle 
"which she drew from her own pockety rang 
the bell^ and on the appearance of John, 
requested a glass of cold water for his^* 

ing senseless upon the floor^ raa dowi\ into 
the kitchen^ exclaiming, ^' That tfafere was 
an old Irish creature above stairs with his 
mistress^ who looked jnore like a devit than 
a woman^ and who )iad been sayings or 
d|^ng ^meAin^ tif fa)||ll^Vfaich bad thrown 
iSintofit'\ / '^ . 

Vol.. m. B 



S HUMAN BEINGS. 

The alann being thus communicated . to 
the servants^ quickly reached Sir Benjamin, 
-who accompanied them to the drawing 
Toom^ which they reached just as her 
Ladyship had begun once more to opea 
her eyesu 

To Sir Benjamin's inquiry of what was 
the matter with his wife ? . which was di- 
re6ied to Mrs. O'Rouke as the apparent 
cause of her illness, " Oh 'tis nothing but 
joy ; only her joy and satisfa£iion to be 
told that $he is the mother of her own 
sweet daughter/' she returned. 

This declaration was wholly unintelligi- 
ble to Sir Benjamin ; and as he was on the 
point of replying to it^ the sound of his 
wife's voice turned his attention from Mrs. 
O'Rouke to her. 

'* Oh me ! dear Sir Benjamin 1" exclaimed 
Lady Buckhurst, '^it can't be, it can't. be 
that Arnica ain't my daughter, my own dear 
Amy Dimick! — no, no, I won't believe 
it ; and this here* woman says that my 
daughter is— Oh I icanU speaji^lier name — I 
can't speak her name !" ' f* 

'^ Her name is the very same name tlpt 
she^as born by," said Mrs, O' Rouke^^lli^n- 
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\y 'ttsaoot^ier now^ because it has been chang- 
ed by wedlock. — That's all, my dear," turn - 
ixS^ to Sir Benjamin as she spoke. 

"Don't, dear me, woman," retorted Sir 
^Benjamin, ^^ I know nothing about you ; I 
never saw you before in my life that I remem- 
ber ; — what do you dear me for }" 

'' Well, be o/vf/" returned Mrs. O'Rouke 
in a snappish tone, '^ I'm not after claim- 
ing any affefilion from you; it is only a bit 
of the brogue that slips off my tongue's end 
when I am speaking amesily ; — but to be 
sure," softening her voice again, '' your 
honor * is not after pretending to forget to 
remember Kathleen O'Rouke, though ?" 

The Knight gave her a look which any 
common understander of signs would easi- 
ly have comprehended to mean, that however 
they might have been acquainted elsewhere, 
he djd not choose to acknowledge her as an 
acquakitance there :-^But however the look> 
did not produce the desired effe6l of stop- 
ping the volubility of Mrss O'Rouke, she 
continued. 

"Well, well, if we ain't acquainted now, 
we shall be this rainute> for the young wo- 

b2 
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man tbat you used, to believe to be mydaugh- 
terj because I adopted her wfaen she was 
friendless and deserted, is now fully prov- 
ed aad couvi£ied to be the lawful child [of 
your honor's own Ladyship." 

Sir Benjamin had undoubtedly^ as has al- 
i«ady been hinted^ been more than once a 
customer for his gloves at the shop in Old 
Bond-Street, which was nominally Mrs, 
Flap's ; accordingly he was well ac- 
quainted who it was that had hitherto pass- 
ed for the daughter of Mrs. O'Rouke; and 
judging that whether the strange declara- 
tion she had just made were proved to have 
any truth in it, or not, it was adviseablenol 
to relaiu the servants as witnessess to the ex- 
planation for which he saw his wife natural- 
ly and violently impatient, he direSed them 
to leave the room. 

The moment the door was closed upon the 
domei^lics. Lady Buckh'urst repeated her in- 
credulity relative to Amiea's not being her 
real daughter, and accused Mrs. O'Rouke 
of having some sinister motive in view, in 
the allciiipts she was making to gain her cre- 
dit to au opposite opinion, "you want to/' 
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get some money out of me to make you hold 
your tongue^ as you think/' exclaimed her 
Ladyship^ '^ but I see through your wicked 
design^ and I won't be imposed upon." 

The word yficked, most violently discon- 
certed the honorable Irish woman^ and 
with a thundering oath to prove her inno* 
ccnce, she said, '' I say your daughter is Mrs, 
Block/' 

'^ Block!— what do you mean by that ?" 
cried Sir Benjamin, ''there is a hole in your 
ballad already ; you said Mrs. Flap was 
her Ladyship's daughter this minute/' 

'* And did not I say likewise this minute^ 
that she bad changed her name in holy wed<- 
lock ?" exclaimed Mrs. O' Rouke, '' and I 
hope there is no disgrace in that ; but you 
may have a nearer guess at that yourself^ for 
you have been longer acquainted with her hus- 
band than I have." 

'' I acquainted with her husband ?" echo- 
ed the Knight. 

" You ain't going to be after forgetting to 
remember Mr. Jarvis Block too are you, in 
the same manner as you were going to sarvc 
poor Kathleen; are you?" enquired Mrs. 
P' Rouke, 

B 3 



6 HUMAN BEINGS. 

" Jarvis Block married to Mrs. Flap V 
ejaculated Sir Benjamin in surprise ; it was 
not, however, with equal surprise that his lady 
heard this piece of information, as she had 
already received the intelligence from the 
fountain head on leaving Covent Garden 
tlieatre a few nights hefore ; — our readers too, 
we suspefil, may have guessed this to be the 
case some time before Lady Buckhurst knew 
such an event to have taken place ; in order 
therefore that we may proceed regularly with 
our history, we shall beg permission to dedi- 
cate a few pages to the courtship of this 
amiable couple, and the circumstances which 
attended their nuptials, a knowledge of which 
will be found a necessary ^key to the tale 
which our readers will be called upon to 
listen to from the lips of Mrs. O'Rouke, 

The circumstance of Jarvis Block's intro- 
du6lion to a female at Lady Dellaval's mas- 
querade, whom he found in the cham-berinto 
which he ran to escape quizzing, is proba- 
bly not forgotten ; and we judge it equally 
probable that some of our keen-sighted rea- 
ders may long ago have conceived this fe- 
male to be Mrs. Flap ; however, whatever 
jmay have been their sentiments upon the 
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business^ our own tiirie is now come for d©* 
daring, that notwithstanding Sidney Val- 
mont's assertion to Maurice Stanton^ that 
there were none but women of character at 
the fSte, Mrs. Flap it was — Valmont, how- 
ever, was thus far justified, in his assertion^ 
that no others had received tickets from her 
Ladyship ; but women of Mrs.' Flap's stamp 
have always friends in the lower, as well ad 
in the upper house of most families; and 
through the interest of Lady Dellaval's but- 
ler, who ranked in the list of Mrs. Flap's * 
friends of this description, she was admitted 
to a sight of the evening's revelry. 

Having mixed for nearly two liour^ with 
the company, during which her mask had 
concealed her from their knowledge; by the 
favour of Mrs. Archer, who cast an eye of 
love at the butler, ^and was, therefore, willing 
to accommodate his friends, Mrs. Flap was 
admitted to a chamber in order to divest her- 
self of her masquerade habit, and equip her 
person for returning home : whilst thus era- 
ployed, in burst upon her, as has already 
been related, Jarvis Block : she addressed 
him; — ^he replied — and finding him to beaa 
utter stranger to the ways of the great city, 

B 4 



8 HUMAN BEINGS. 

hhe regarded him as one from whose ac- 
quaintance she might derive some profit^ and 
therefore made an offer of procuring for him 
a change of dress^ and escorting him hack to 
the rooms of entertainment^ judging that 
%vith adroit management^ she would not be a 
loser by her pains. 

Block in the relation he made of that 

evening's occurrence to Sidney Valmont and 

Maurice Stanton^ has said^ that his fair in* 

cognita left him for a few minutes^ during 

which she addressed herself to a mask habited 

in a black domino^ and that on her return to 

hiaa^ she called him by his name ; this mask 

was no other than Colonel Buckhurst^ whom 

Mrs. Flap recognised notwithstanding his 

disguise, and to whom she felt no relu6iance 

to discover her being where ^e was ; and he 

Jflformed her that her beau was Mr/ Block. 

^ iVow little a^arvis Block might suppose 

t^^^^ ^ ^ known in the world of fashion- 

^MjJs r? ®*^^* 'bached the lounging rooms 

^^ ne^s ^^^^^ ^'^^^^ "^""^^^'^ ^^ scandal 
** ' and^f discussed, if it originated in 

It were a fabulous creation. 
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nine times out of ten in these rooms it was 
fabricated. 

Upon learning from the Colonel^ with 
whom she was so extraordinarily become ac* 
quainted^ it immediately enured the plotting 
brain of Mrs. Fhsp^ that whether she failed 
or succeeded in her attempt^ it was at least 
worth her while to try whether she could not 
turn her introdu6lion to Jarvis Block to a 
better account than merely any trivial remu^ 
neration which he might make her for a few 
hoars pleasantly spent in her society ; ac« 
cordingly keeping close to hisside^ and using 
her time to advantage^ by inspiring him with 
the idea that she was of no mean rank> and 
extremely charmed with him ; she with re- 
gret received the signal for her departure in 
the throwing open of the supper rooms, in 
whith she durst not venture to appear^ and 
was therefore obliged to make a precipitate 
escape for that night from her admirer. 

Mr. Block on his return home on the 
evening of that day on which he had com* 
municated his adyentmce at the masquerade 
to Sidney Valmont and Maurice Stanton^ re* 
ceived a note which bore on it the two-penny 
post mack ; it was the hand of a lady he pei« 
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ceived^ and on breaking the seal he found 
the contenb to be these^ 

'* SIR, 

. ''I promised you last night at Lady Del- 
'[ lavaKs nMJsquerade^ as how you should see 
y me flgm— as a woman of oner, I am bound 
*' to keep my word, so inform you that I 
'^ live at No. — , Old Bond-street, where 
^' you has my permission to call on me. Sir, 

'' Your servant, 

'^ Cecilia Cadogan." 

Mr. Block was in raptures with this epis- 
tle ; he was not himself so corre6l either in 
his spelling, or style of composition, as par- 
ticularly, if at all, to remark the inaccuracies 
of his correspondent; and on the following 
morning about on^ o'clock, he proceeded to 
pay her a visit; the number to which he 
was direfled in Old Bond-street, he found 
upon a door which he did not suspe6); to 
form a part of the adjoining dwelling, which 
was a milliner's shop. 

On delivering bis name to a servant in 
livery, who opened the door, he was shewn 
into ah apartment on the first floor, elegantly 
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furnished, where he was received hy Mrs. 
Flap, who introduced him to an elderly fe- 
male who sat netting by the fire, as her 
mother, the Countess ofCadogan; a title ia 
which it will be easily guessed that Mrs» 
0*Rouke, like the^ jay in peacock's feathers^ 
had dressed herself. 

Jarvis Block was by no means the man to 
strip her of them ; he was delighted with the 
attentions and civilities of the old lady ; and 
charmed into the most violent passion by the 
affability and accomplishments of thei'young 
one^ — Matters continued in this state 
for nearly a week, during which period 
Block had paid them two morning visits, and 
as often sipped Souchong with them in* an 
evening, when he proposed escorting them 
to the play. — Miss Cecilia declared herself 
willing to be guided by her mamma; and 
the Countess declined his oflfer in a. manner 
which induced him to believe it only wanted 
to be pressed to be accepted.— Accordingly 
he repeated his invitation, and whilst he was 
thus employed, Cecilia left the room., 

When she was gone, the pretended Gtelin- 
tess said, *' That Mr. Block must pardoa 
vhat she was going to say; — th|it she wa< 
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$artain as far a« her opinioo went^ that he 
appeared in every respe£l a gentleman^ and a 
man of honour ; but that still as be was only 
an acquaintance promiscuotislj/ made by her 
daughter at a masquerade^ slie could not con- 
sent that Cecilia should go into public with 
him^ till he had explained to her what were 
the motives of his constant yisits to their 
lodgings." 

Mr. Block replied, " That he was glad the 
conversation had led to an explanation of 
those motives ; that he should be one of the 
happiest men alive, if the beautiful Miss 
Cadogan would 'accept him as her bus- 
band." 

The Countess replied, '^ That the propo- 
sition Avas very hasty ; but that she had re- 
ceived a most favourable report of Mr. 
Block's character and circumstances from 
some of her friends, of which,'' she said, 
'^ she had taken care to apprize herself, pre- 
viously to permitting her daughter to address 
to him the note which he had about eight 
days ago received from her ; and that there- 
fore she could only say, that the decision of 
his fate must rest entirely with Cecilia he> 
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Block answered^ '' That he flattered him- 
self the young lady did not see him with per- 
fe£i indifference ; and begged of her mother 
to become the mediator of his cause/' 

The delicate Countess replied ^f that she 
must decline that office^ as in case of a refusal 
on the part of her daughter^ she wished him 
to be fully persuaded that she had not been 
prejudiced one way or the other by her ad- 
Tice/* apd then added^ '^ I will ring the bell 
and send word to my daughter^ that I wish 
her to come down stairs again; and when 
ehe enters^ I will give you the opportunity 
you desire^ by leaving you alone with tier." 

Jarvis Block with uncontrolled thankful- 
ness and joy^ rose to ring the bell for her ; 
the Countess desired him to desist a moment 
longer ; she wished to tell him^ she said^ that 
she was a parson of the same honour of whid^o 
she found him to be; that therefore she 
must candidly inform him^ that she had no- 
thing to give her daughter during her life 
time^ and little at her death ; — ^she was to be 
sure a Countess^ but she was the dowager 
Countess of the family ; her husband who 
bad been in the army had made but slender 
tfavings^ either from his hereditary income or 
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his profession, and had not left her more than 
would enable her to support herself comfort- 
ably as a widow in the stjle in which it was 
consistent for a woman of her rank to live." 

The unsuspicious Jarvis received all her 
declaration as gospel, and telling her that he 
had enough of his own, that all he wanted 
with a wife were a few such accomplish-, 
roents as singing and dancing, and genteel 
dressing, in which he considered Miss Cecilia 
to excel, he should be proud to maintain her 
in a handsome style, and open his door with 
a hearty welcome to her mother, as often as 
she chose to visit them, at Worthing. 

The bell was now pulled ; and the Coun- 
tess rose to leave the room immediately upon 
\ber accomplished daughter's entering it; 
^Jarvis and she being left together unrestrain- 
^ed by the observation of a third person,; a 
few short sentences served him to disclose his 
afleSion, and his liberal intentions concern- 
ing heir, if she vouchsafed to become his 
wife ; and the lady, with a very well a6led 
imitation of a modest and diffident air, con- 
fessed that he had won her heart from the 
first moment of her beholding him, and con- 
sented to make the experiment of wedlock. 
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Jarvis was in raptures ; he even ventured 
to seal the bond with a kiss fervently im- 
printed upon her rosy lips ; and as no scan- 
dal could now attach itself to their being seen 
in public together^ the Countess consented to 
accompany them to the play. — But alas ! in 
the evening she was seized with so violent a 
head-ache, as prevented her from keeping 
her promise ; and even now, though they 
were acknowledged lovers, her Ladyship 
said, she did not consave it decorous to suffer 
her daughter to be seen in public with Mr. 
Block, unshielded by her protefiiive wing; 
and theref()re the fon^ pair were obliged/to. 
pour forth their sighs, in the drawing-room, • 
instead of the theatre. 

It had been as necessary a piece of finesse 
in Mrs. O'Rouke (we beg her pardon, the 
Countess Cadogan) to consent to the play 
going scheme, as to prevent its being put 
into execution. — Had Jarvis Block there met 
any of his friends, who happened at the 
same time to be the friends of Mrs. Flap, 
the chances appeared infinitely in favour of 
a precipitate deslruSlion of her daughter's 
hopes — the only secure method theref6re 
was tp prevent the possibility of such an un-. 
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fortunate reticontre ; and to this end the apo- 
logy of the bead-ache was successfully call- 
ed in. 

The Countess's head-ache proved a very 
ohstinate one; the many little nif^dicines 
which she professed herself for several dayg 
to he taking were insufficient to remove it ; 
and as she could not be prevailed upon to 
suffer the indecorum of her daughter's going 
alone into public with Mr. Block till after 
their marriage; and as there appeared to 
Mr. Block very little chance of her being 
shortly able to accompany them ; he pressed 
for the marriage to take place immediately. 

Mrs. O'Rouke used 'every argument she 
could devise to prevail upon the impatient 
lover to defer his nuptials ii% he was able to 
leave town^ which he had informed her his 
business would for another fortnight prevent 
his doing ; and when she found that he con- 
tinued resolute in not delaying the period of 
hm happiness^ she informed him^ jtbat he 
must provide apartments to take his bride 
to^ as it was not in her power to offer them 
a bed in the lodgings she was now in ; as 
she was in possession of only one chamber^ 

'{except those occupied by her servants) i|i 
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vhich she and her daughter slept together. 
The expence of handsome lodgings for a 
fortnight^ was another feather in Block's 
estimation of expences^ so this point was 
quickly settled. 

''Where would his Cecilia wish her lodg- 
ings to be situated?'* was the next inquiry of 
the accommodating lover; and she replied 
" That she thought if he could succeed in 
procuring apartments in any of the environs, 
it might be of infinite service to her mother's 
health to accompany them thither:" Block 
agreed with her in opinion^ utterly unsuspi- 
cious of the concealed cause by which she 
was afiiuated in making this request; namely 
that of keeping herself as retired as possible 
from an exposure of her real rank and cir- 
cumstances, and the next day he procured 
pleasant accommodations at Islington. 

Having provided a habitation for his bride^ 
Block immediately procured a licence, and 
all the marriage ceremonies followed in regu- 
lar succession except the honey-moon, which 
the perversity of the fates by which the bride- 
groom's life was regulated doomed to conti- 
nue only three days; on the last of which, as 
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he was entering the door of his lodgings, her 
was stopped by two men, who inquired if his 
name was not Jarvis Block? He unsuspi- 
ciously replied in the affirmative, and they 
thgn produced a bill of seventy pounds due 
. to a wine-merchant, of which they demanded 
from him the payment. 

In the greatest astonishment he denied all ' 
knowledge of such a debt, and asked upon 
what grounds they made the demand: One 
of the men replied, " That every husband was 
responsible for the debts of his wife, and that 
the money was due to his employer from Mrs. 
Block." Jarvis cast his eye over the bill, and 
perceived that the first line rani thus, '' Mra. 
Flap debtor to Mr. Oporto."— '^ What do 
you mean by my wife?*' he exclaitQed ; ^' the 
debtor's name in this bill is Flap : my wife's 
maiden name was Cadogan." 

" I know nothing about her maiden name," 
replied one of the strangers; ^^ she was Mrs. 
Flap long enough before you married her. 
She has humbugged us out of our money for 
the last three years, by pretending that her 
husband was aliv;e in America, upon which 
Account we had no right to touch her person*; 
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but it is plain enough now, since she is mar- 
ried to you, that she only tricked us, and that 
he is either dead, or that she never was his wife 
at all/' 

Mr. Block persisted in. his story, and his 
informers in theirs. In great consternation 
the bridegroom ran to seek his wife, and 
inquire into the true state of the case. Her 
eloquent mother took upon herself the expla- 
nation : she said, ^^ That her daughter had 
been so unfortunate as to have been th^ wife 
of a first husband, whose name had been Flap; 
and of which marriage she bad not informed 
him, hecase Mr. Flap had turned out a very bad 
man, who had used her daughter extramely ill, 
and that it gave Cecilia great pain even to this 
moment to hear him mentioned; and that she 
had on that account taken her maiden name 
again the moment of bio death/* 

Jarvis was not a little surprised by this 
account of his dear Cecilia having been a 
widow, previously to her becoming his yi\); 
but ^more ^intent at this moment upon the 
business depending than the knowledge he 
h%d so unexpe6iedly gained, he proceeded to 
inquire, '^ On what account the wine-rbill was 
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drawn in Ler name^ and not in that of her 
late husband?'" 

The reply was, '' That she had been always 
in the habit of conducing the house*keepingp^ 
and that therefore the articles had been or- 
dered in her name." 

" But they were ordered during the life- 
time of your husband, were they not?'* asked 
Block. 

*' Of that/' she replied, '^jshe could not be 
certain,' as her husband had died abroad, and 
she could not exa6lly ascertain when; and 
thus had ordered whatever she had purchased 
in the name of Flap^ till within a few week» 
of the present time/' 

To the great disquietude of his mind, poor 
Block perceived that there were some secrets 
in the history of his wife; but not so very, 
unlettered in the ways of the world as to 
believe that his union with a w^dow could 
make him accountable for the debts of that 
widow's first husband, he peremptorily re- 
fused to pay the bill. 

The two men, one of whom was the friend 
of Mr. Oporto, and the other an attorney 
employed by him, departed with relu6tance. 
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and in the afternoon Mr. Block was served 
with a writ to appear on the following morn- 
ing and answer to the debt. 

^^As matters are/' said Mrs. O'Rouke, 
*' I would advise you to pay the bill, if they 
were not tolerably secure that they had justice 
on their side, they would not dare to send you 
a writ : and if the a6lion is commenced, it 
will only add considerably to the expence: 
you know when you made your first pro- 
posals to me about Cecilia, you told me you 
had plenty of money/* 

Block did not at all like this remark on the 
part of the pretended Countess : it strength- 
ened his suspicions that he was not acquainted 
with the whole of hers or of his wife's charac* 
ters, and he said, *' If I have ever so much 
money, I shan't spend it in siich a foolish way 
as that. My wife must inform me at what 
church she was married to her first husband^ 
and I shall procure a copy of the marriage 
certificate from the register, which I doubt 
not will be sufficient to release me from %I1 
obligation of paying her debts." 

Mrs. Block said she had been married to 
Mr. Flap at Saint James's church. 
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Jarvis immediately Icfk home^ in pursuit of^ 
thei^lerk of Saint James's parish; intending^ 
if he found die marriage in the register, to 
refer himself to the clergyman who officiated 
at the church for a copy of it: after some 
^ime he succeeded in finding the clerk; he 
paid the fee, and the register was laid open to 
his inspe6lion ; but neither the name of Flap 
nor that of Cadogan were to be found in it, 
and the clerk understanding what was the 
obje6l of Mr. Block's search, informed him 
that he had held his office in that parish for 
upwards of twenty years, and that he was 
certain «no marriage in either of those names, 
had in the course of that time taken place in 
that church. 

The disappointed Block was upon this in- 
formation obliged to leave the church; he 
had a bill of his own to settle at the hotel in 
Oxford- street, where he had lodged previously 
to his marriage, and on his return from it 
through Bond street, too much engaged with 
his own thoughts to attend to the obje6ls 
or perscfns whom he was passing, he was 
;twakened from his refle6lions by a slap upon 
the shoulder, which was given by the hand of 
Sidney Valmont. 
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They both stopped^ and whilst exchanging 
the common questions of the day, Yalniont 
pointing with his cane across the street^ ex- 
claimed^ " DiantrCy what is the matter at Ma^ 
cfome Flap's?" The name a6ied like a stroke of 
eleSlricity upon Jarvis Block ; but his emotion 
was unperceived by Valmont, who had now 
raised his glass to his eye, and said, " 'Ga3i' 
only think of that, a bankrupt, upon my 
soul!" 

Block dire£led his eyes the same way that 
Sidney Valmont's were turned, and perceived 
that they were fixed upon the very milliner a 
shop above which had lived the Countess of 
Cadogan and her daughter, previously to the 
marriage of the latter with himself; and be- 
hind some panes in the windows of which 
there were notices now affixed, that the stock 
was selling off at prime eost for the benefit of 
the creditors. 

Scarcely able to command his utterance, 
still resolved to gain what information lay in 
his power. Block said, " Do you know the 
person that keeps that shop ?" 

''Oh, yes!" returned Sidney; ''she ig 
known by half the town: the milliner's shop 
was all ahum: her, real business was enter- 
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taming company in some snug rooms she had 
above." 

'' Entertaining company V* echoed Blocks 
who believed himself fully to comprehend 
Yalmont's meaning, but still chose to be 
perfe£ily certain that his comprehension was 
just: '^entertaining company?'* 

*^Ovi" replied Valmont; '' tete-d-tete com- 
pany : only visitors in pairs : comprenez vous 
mon ami?" 

'^ Was she a widow ?" asked Block. 

'^Oh, no!" answered Sidney, ^'her real 
name is O'Rouke, but she called herself Flap, 
because a man of that name on6e kept her, 
and she pretended to be his wife to keep off 
the duns; but you perceive, e'en est fait, it is 
all up with her at last." 

Poor Jarvis now lost all power of speakings 
at all. 

*' Apropos/' continued Valmont, " Have 
j»ou seen any more of the fair incognita who 
stole your heart at the masquerade?" 

But luckily for Block, he was spared a 
reply, by Sidney perceiving a Knight of his 
acquaintance on the other side of tl)e street; 
and bdng one of these common, but litUe 
minds^ which always fly from Commoners to 
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Knights, from Knights \o Lords, from Lords 
tq)bukes^and from Dukes to Princes, if thtj 
are fortunate enough to have the opportunity^ 
regularly attaching themselves to the highest 
in rank, he hastily hade Block farewell, and 
ran to enjoy the luxury of moving by the 
side of a title. 
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CHAPTER II. 
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Perplexities increase. 

A HIS discovery was enough to rouse fhcr 
lionMn any man who under all other events 
of an adverse nature could have preserved ther 
mildness of a lamb-^not that we mean to say 
that Mr. Block's temper was of this passive 
kindj he had as much of the fire of anger im-^ 
planted in his breast as falls to the lot of any 
one human beings though perhaps not at all 
more; and returning home in a pitch of pas-* 
sion, to which he himself scarcely believed it 
possible for any occurrence to have wound 
• Ijiim. up, he accused his wife and her mother 
of the infamy of their condu6l towards him in 
terms of so great violence and firmness, that 
they perceived the hour was come when 
' T reek met Greckj and brought the tug of 
V^ar. ' 
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Tjie only resource which was left for the 
females in the present crisis of affairs was to 
bluster^ and endeavour to intimidate Block; 
accordingly they both assailed him in strains 
vhich fully proved to him the account which 
Sidney Valmont had given of their infamous 
charafilers. '^ What in the name of thej>roA;er 
can it signify to you/' exclaimed Mrs. ' 
O'Rouke, her passion rendering her Irish 
brogue as strong again as it bad before ap* 
peared, " whether my daughter's • nailer mL^ 
Cadogan, or Flap, or O'Rouke, or O'Devil ? 
did not you say all you wanted in marriage 
was a genteel wife, and have you npt got 
one ? — and what would you be after desiring 
more ?" , 

When the mother stopped to draw her 
breath, the daughter took c^xe that Block's 
ears should not enjoy a respite : ^' A week 
or two ago/' she said, *' you could not 
praise my gefUilitij enough ; aftd pray, be- 
cause my name before I married you, was 
not exaSlly the one you thought it, do I walk 
less genteel^ or dance less genteely or talk les* 
gaiteel for tijat, I should like to know ?'* 

Now(two female tongues are in most cases 
more than a match for one man; and their 

c3 
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advantage rises to its greatest height^ wt^A 
they corttend for the rights of a wife in the 
event of a man having made an 'unfortunate 
bargain in the way of matrimony, in a coun-^ 
try where he must either sit down patiently 
to befw^atl his infelicity, or ruin himself by 
procuring & divofce.-^-However this is not 
a book *wherein it is meant to give a treatise 
6n the force of female reasoning— equally 
out of place would rt be to fill our pages^ 
"(fith a lamentation that the tie of matrimony 
sliould not be dissoluble without ^n injury 
to the pufse of either of the parties v^^hom it 
binds^ together* the moment the one become* 
>. unworthy of the other's countenance. — ^We 
have here only to state^ that reduced as near 
despair as atiy event could sink the spirits of 
Jarvis Block, by the discovery of his wife*sf 
circumstaacesj whom he had married just in 
time to save from a jail, by becoming respon- 
sible in the cbarafiler of her hosband^ for her 
debts; he "judged it adviseable to combat as 
well as he was able against the existing evil, 
by not suffering the tax upon his purse to 
grow larger thart was absolutely necessary^ 
and therefore immediately stopped the threat:- 



^f^a a^lipn of th^ wiae i^erchanty by payin^y 

iiis hill. 

But alas ! one creditor beiog satisfied, tw9 
others^ urged on by the success of the first 
claimant;, made their appearance. — ^This had 
been a matter ^ol wholly imsuspeSled by 
Block after the ^xpl^Dation which had takeo 
place between himself and his juew relations^ 
:and still attached to the person of his wife^ 
potw ithsLanding the proois he had received 
of her infamy^ fox sucji instances^ however 
uncommon^ are still not without parallel ; 
Jbe ^^^sired her to tell him candidly at once, 
what.were her debt^, that he might pay tiieia 
4>fi> and have done with the business. 

He supposed it impossible that the debts 
of one who had been a milliner, evea with 
dthe addition of her dabblings in a second 
jLiVOcationj could exceed two, or at most three 
huadred pounds ; the lady however had tl^e 
modesty to declare they amounted to twice 
Ihat sum ; still in order to patch up in the 
Jiest manner he was able his bad bargain, the 
^oor husband subdued his mounting bile^ 
,and went on patiently paying for piping to 
vwhioh he bad not dauiced, till the claims upon 
h}^ became so very numerous and exor- 
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bitant^ tbat his own pri rate' fund was entirely 
expended ; and his employers having gained 
a hint of his circumstances^ refused to answer 
his drafts upon them for money in ad- 
van ce. 

In this dilemma the unfortunate Jaryis^was 
liitnself threatened with that captivity from 
which his infamous wife had so narrowly 
escaped ; at one moment he thought of set'^ 
ting out post haste for Worthing, and leav- 
ing her and her creditors behind him; but 
at the next he considered that they both 
could^ and probably would follow him ; and 
filso that it was most adviseable for him to 
lieep his eye upon his treacherous rib ,• — h^ 
Tiad yet one string to his bow in the affairs of • 
the pockety and this one string it was left 
liim^ as his only resource, to draw. 

It is now become necessary to explain, 
what has perhaps long been suspeCied, thaT 
in the intimacy which has been seen to sub- 
sist between Colonel Buckhurst land Jarvis 
Blocks the latter was made a tool of utility 
by his pretended friend : — the Colonel being 
e man of the most unbounded extravagan'ce, 
was in the habit' of very frequently finding 
himself extremely at a loss when- he happen** 



led to want an hundred or twoof loose gnineas 
for any immediate purpose. — ^His first intro^ 
jdu£iion to Blocks had been^ as the landlord 
at Worthing long ago informed Maurice 
Stanton^ at Smoothturf races ; where be bad 
, o£ered him a bet which he bad wop of him ; 
•and the Colonel remarking the indifference 
with which he bore his loss^ in addition to the 
«implicitj of his charafier^ which he found 
to be totally deficient in a knowledge of 
what is called life, immediately resolved to 
fasten upon him as a pigeon. 

At picquet and other games the Colonel 

for some time contrived to make very pretty 

picking of his new friend ; till their intimacy 

increasing^ he ventured to request of him the 

loan of a few. hundreds upon bond.— Biock> 

proud of the honour of lending money to a 

man of the Colonel's consequence in the 

worid^ and too well acquainted who Mere 

his family to entertain the least fear of not 

recovering his money whenever he chose to 

•demand it^ became a ready lender ; and pre* 

viously to the time of Sir Benjamin's taking 

his seat in parliament^ the Colonel was already 

two thousand and five hundred pounds in 

ll^bt to Block, which was agreed to be re- 

C 4 
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turned upon demand wkh \vhatever intereal 
might be due upoB it 

Although a partner in his father's bouse, 
the Colonel was restri6ied in his drafts to a 
certain annual amount ; and it so happened 
that at the time of his sending his cartt 
hlanche to Madame Le Bianc^ he was barely 
in possession of one thousand pounds, which 
he judged to be a sum extremely in adequate 
to the demanci that he supposed the enchant«- 
ing little French woman would make for 
her smiles ; — the idea of Block's purse pre* 
nented itself to him as his resource ; and sup- 
posing that Madame Le Blanc would not ex«- 
a6l less than two, or perhaps three thousand 
pounds, he resolved to borrow a couple more 
of his cottveoieot friend: ta this end he in- 
vited Block to dine that day at his father's 
house in Hanovcr-aquan^ and the moment 
he arrived, the Colonel took him, as we have 
already seen, into his father** study for the 
purpose of private communication.— Block 
happened at this time to be but low in the 
pocket him^If, which caused him to start 
^ome objeBipns to the business, that occa«* 
sioned a delay very unfavourable to the de- 
licacies of Ladv Buckhutst^s dinner; hu* 



^^ promise of a ticket for Lady DellavaJ's 
.masquerade turned 4he tide of affairs in favour 
of the Colonel^ who received from Block a 
draft ,upon; bis hanker to the>d^sir^d amount^ 
"which the Colonel took care to dispatch an 
-^emissary to turn into HK>ney^ befell th^ bank- 
ing shops were closed that eveningL..* ^' , > 

In the present sad state to which Block's 

;.affajrs were i^educed ; and which calamity be 

would in all probability^ he now considered^ 

',have escaped^ had he not been so eager for a 

ticket to introduce him at the masqueradf, 

no mode of relief presented itself to him but 

to seek the Colonel, and iQake a serious jle* 

jnand of him for the i:estitution of alL ^r at 

least some part of the sums with which he 

£ad at different times accommodated him.^ 

Block accordingly proceeded to Sir Bea* 
jamin'Sj and being resolute in not accepting 
^ y denial to his seeing the Colonel, waii 
ushered into his bed room, wfafere being Jeft 
alone ewilh him/ he made known the business 
upon which he had been .«o urgent .to be adr 
mitted into his presence-— T^je £alonel de- 
cided, he wasrextremely sorry fof Jbis unfor^ 
innate situation, but that he could not at that 
4ime xpmms^ i)ne hundr^ pounds, jko^ 
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• should he be abTe in some weeks. — Block re-^ 
monstrated^ '* What/' he said, '^ could be be- 
com<^ of the two thousand which he had lent 
him lEhe evening before he was wounded; 
and which could not have been from that 
very circumstance, applied to the purpose 
for which he had borrowed them ?" 

The Colonel answered, and he spoke the 
truth, that the moment his death had beeot 
apprehended, he had himself been persecut- 
ed by a great many claimants for money, 
who had 4)eenr in fear of not being paid 
their debts, if he did not iWe to pay them 
himself, and that htrliad Quieted them with 
the two thousand' pounds of which Block 
^poka. 

Unable to make any impression upon the 
•feelings of the Colonel, Block departed, vow- 
ing vengeance against the house in which 
4ie was a partner ; and threatening to arrest 
Sir Benjamm himself, who was now no 
longer defe^ided from such an assault by 
folding a seat in the senate. 

Block retur^ied home, and spent the after- 
-noon in execratibg love; marriage, l»d 
friendship, with which. obje6ls of his denujin 
*^iatioo> he Qoupled Mrs. O'Rouke, hi* veife^ 
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-and the Colonel ; — ^a cup of tea cooled him 
fbr reflection and a6lion, and as he was on 
1;lie point of setting, out in quest of a solicitor 
to undertake for him the recovery of his pror 
perty from the Colonel^ he was informed that 
there was a gentleman below wbo called 
himself Demur, and who wished to see him, 
— Suspe6iing every one that professed busi- 
ness with him to~ be another creditor of hrs 
Mife's, Block refused to see him ; but a se<^ 
^ond message that he came from Colonel 
Buckhurstv caused liim immediately to retra^ 
his first order. ^ 

. We gave our readers a iittle insight into 
the chara6ler of Mr. Demur, at tlie time of 
his vi^it to Colonel Bupkhurst, which took 
place immediately after the departure of 
Jarvis Black; when it will be remembered 
that he and the Colonel were heard to be 
yery merry, and apparently w^ell satisfied 
with their meeting. ' , • , . 

Block, descended into a lower apartment^ 
\vhere he received the lawyer alone : '* I^ra 
come. Sir,'* said the latter, '^ to wurri vou 
-%Mr^"y proceedings at law against ray client 

tonel Charles Biickhurst; he desires m# 

» » » 




to say {bat lie will in his own time sifisfacr . 
torily refund to you the pmicipal which he 
has borrowed from you, and pay you the 
interest for the san^ as agreed upon betweea 
yourselves; but that he adnionishes you; fof 
your own sake not to attempt to recover it 
till his time for payment arrives.'" 

Block -coufld scarcely coaimaod his pati- 
ence to wait the conclusion of this address^ 
and when it was finished replied, '^ That 
whatever the Colonel might think, he wa« 
not so ^reat a fool as to be intimidated by 
any of hi^ threats from making attenxplB to 
recover what was lus own ; and that be 
fnight return and tell him so/' 

'' Well, Sir/' rejoiued Mr. Demur, '' in 
order fully <to execute the commission of my 
client, it now becomes my business to explain 
to you why he ws^ns you again^ such at- 
tempts ;— ^arc you aware that if you persist 
in yonr intention c^ suing him, he has it in 
his power to render yau amenafadcio the la\ys 
of your country ?" 

'' What do you mean Ijy that, Sir?"' ex- 
claimed Block, not less indignant at ha^uig 
such a suspicion hinted at concerning bin- 
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selfj than astonished whence could arise Mr. 
C^emur'a courage ta proaouace such u hint 
Xo his very face. 

'' Why, Sir/' rejoined Mr. Demur, '' are 
^rou not acquainted that the legal interest of 
this kingdom is five per cent; and you have 
lent various sums to Coioael Buckhurst at 
«ix, aiMi he is in possession of the articles of 
agreement with your panie signed to them by 
^our own hand^ dc^^ you now perceive the 
iold he has upon yo^ ?" 

Poor Block was Ijiunder-struck at the 

^on virion which now> reached his senses of 

4:he enormity of the treachery which had 

<been exercised against |iim in .the name of 

friendship.-t— Whenever the Colonel had bor- 

'fowed sums of 'money of him, he had al** 

ways insisted on the bond being drawn for 

vone per cent beyond the pennitted standard^ 

'filing the credulous Block, that without 

making him something more than the ordi* 

jiary compensation for the use of his money^ 

he could not be satisfied to accept loans of 

jiim at all; and now, when, it was too late, 

JSlock perceived the iniquitous motive of Uie 

Colonel's ieigned generosity^ jexerciaed in 
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order to obtain the scandalous power ofiii* 
timidating him from demanding the restitu- 
tion of his awn property. 

These are the instances of an unprincipled 
blackness of soul 1 of a selfish criminalrty of 
heart ! which deserve the contempt of society, 
and the scourge of offended justice to fall 
upon them with double the weight with 
which they sink upon the being who rob« 
f)pcnly on tlic highway without any mask to 
shield him from the prosecution of those 
whom he attacks. 

Mr. Demur beifig satisfied that his cHent'5 
adversary was convinced of the force of his 
iniquitous arguments, departed, and return- 
ing home, eat liis «upper with his usual ap- 
petite, or perhaps with rather abetter than 
his usual one ; being well pleased that he 
had imcceeded in his embassy to the wish of 
his employer. — There is some difficulty in 
believing that there are hu{flafi beings so lost 
to a sense of what is right, and commend- 
able in -man, as to defend with eagerness and 
spirit the wicked actions which they havi^ 
themselves committed.— *-But, great God? 
how dreadful is the refleaSiiou^ that in a chris- 
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•fism country^ there should be human beings 
to be found, who will for pay, defend the 
crimes of others for them ! 

For a length of time Block continued 
^alone, a prey to the most tormenting reflec- 
tions ; — it was near midnight, when almost 
delirious with the joint effefls of his own 
•thoughts, and of several large bumpers of 
•brandy whith he had swallowed, he returned 
do the apartment where sat his wife and be r 
mother, whose offences towards him he had 
now almof^t forgotten in the more recent in- 
jury he had sustained from the Colonel; — 
he placed himself before the «upper-tablf*, 
^ut it was in Tain that he attempted to eat ; 
he could only drink ; and his draughts weie 
interrupted by inve6iives which he poured 
out against the name of the Colonel. 

Mrs. O'Rouke and her daughter heard 
these left hand blessings bestowed <on their 
old friend, with surprise and silence. 

Block continued to rail at the Buckhurstr, 
*f Sir Benjamin," he said lie believed to be a« 
great a rogue as his son; he did not thiiik 
there was one of the name good for any 
ihing; unless indeed it was his old acquaint-^ 
.ance hex Ladyship; at least jshe had beei^ 
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•reckoned a good sor4; of woman when sbf^ 
jvras the widow Dimick/' 

'^ What's that you say?** exclaimed IMrg^ 
O'Rouke^ *' Boes yourself know a lady that 
either is^ or was a widow of the name of 
Jiiciick?*' 

Tl^re was an* eafneslne^^ W her m9.naer 
"w luLst fihe demanded these questions^ that «> ( 
clarmed block's attention^ and in few worci^ 
^he told he? whfit he knew of th^ ci-devaot j| 
31 rs. Di^iick. 

^' Ay, a Devonshire lady/' cried Mrau 
O'Rouk'e, ^' and site lost adaughter, a female 
.child, when she was a small young thing ?'* 

^^ And found lier again when die. waa 
grown up/' added Block snappishly, 'Vaad 
what does that signify to you or me ?" 

'' More than any thing else in this blessed 

* 

'World:'* cried the Irish dame> *^ it- jnay be 
JOie means of lifting us up out of all our 
mishaps, for whoever it may he that Lady 
Buckhurst pleases to call her ^daugl^r, 
.daughter of her'is she is not.; for Jier dauglp* 
jter is your wife, and nobody ekel*' l| 

Block could scarcely credit his senses; the 

^^Vents of the few last day^s of his life appear^ 

ed.to him Uke a^dreaioG^i aoid all hiis tsLCvii^ 
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#f tboug]|t was lost in contemplating, tiiem. 
That his wife^ and not Arnica^ was the 
lost daughter of Lady Buckhurst/ appear- 
ed to him an incredible assertion; and 
he said^ ^' You have told me so many 
lies since I knew you, that I don't know 
bow to believe a word either of you speak/* 
Mrs. O'Rouke swore by every pow^ 
•er she could think' of, that she w^s not 
deceiving him now^ whatever she might 
have done before; and then ^tered in^ 
to an explanation, wbich will in do® 
time be laid before our readers, and which 
inclined him to believe that her declaratioii 
was not false. 

'^ In the B9orning," Mi^. O'Rouke said; 
'* you «hall go. with me to her Ladyship, 
and we* 11 be after letting her know who is 
^hor -^ . 

'' Why, if my wife is i4ideed the losIT 
Miss Dimick" said Block- — Mrs. O'Rouke 
interrupted him by again swearing that such 
was a6lually and truly the case — " I may," 
continued Block, ''be better off in the end 
than I expelled, for it was repo^r ted all over 
Devonshire^ that her father left her tvven- 
Ijf thousand pounds to be paid her wh^a 
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die came of age^ if ever she ^as foun^^ 
•gain." 

When the morning arrived^ Mrs. O'Rouke 
defiired Javvis Blocks instead of accom* 
panying her to Lady Budkhurst's to pro- 
ceed to the commons^ and procure a 
sight of the late Mjl Dimick's will; to 
vvhich proposition he agreed^ and wa& 
on the point of setting out when he re* • 
ceived a gentle tap upon the shoulder from 
another of bis wife's creditori> and not 
being possessed of the means of eiFe6iing^ 
his release^ he was immediately conduced to 
prison. 

Mrs. O'Rouke bid him keep up his spirits, 
^' for the faster they came, the sooner they 
would have done coming; and that she 
i¥ould go in his stead to the commons^ and 
let him know the result of her ihyestigation 
before she w^iit to i^Ay Buckhurst." — 
She consequently lo3t no time in setting 
out on her errand of inquiry, and having 
found a clause in the will of the deceased 
Mr. Dimick, answerable to her expe£la« 
tions, she dispatched a note to that purpo<96 ^ 
to Block; and then proceeded into Hanover ^ 
Squq^re, 



i 

\ 



SBUMAN SEIKG9. 3^ 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



I 



Which is which. 

> 

VrE left Sir Benjamin^ and Lady Buck- 
^liurst anxiously expe6ling from the lips oi 
Mrs O'Rouke^ an account of herself^ and 
of the female with whom we have hitherto 
been best acquainted by the name of Mrs. 
Flap; the substance of her explanation was 
as follows^ ^ She was/* she said, ^^ the 
daughter of an Irishman of her own name,** 
^for she did not pretend ever to have en- 
joyed the I'ights of matrimonj^,) '' who at 
the time of her birth, lived by cultivating 
a'tew acres of land, his sole property:, si- 
tuated, on what she termed,' the far side of 
»tlie LiflFey ; that while she was yet young 
ter mother had died; and her father be- 
ecifiing unsettled in consequence of her loss, 
bad enlisted iiito an English regiment then 
quartered ia Ireland, in which he had beet) 
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rapidly advanced to the situation of a Ser- 
jeant; about three years after the period of 
his becoming a soldier^ his regiment had 
been remanded to England^ and she and her 
lister Norab^ hi& ojaly childreiH had crossed 
Ibe sea with him/' 

Having arrived thus far in her narrative^ 
Mrs. O 'Route appeared^ if we may be 
allowed the expression, rather shy of giving^ 
a very min^ute detail^ of the history of%er 
family at thi« junclure*; she merciy obs^rve^^ 
that her father had died very shortly after 
his arrival in England, and that hci' sister 
and herself^ having formed different coa*- 
nexlons in their endeavours to pi\)vid« 

for themselves, bad been separated for a con* 
^iderable length %{ tiracy 

^^*^ Thirteen years ago/' she proceeded^ 
to say^ ^\just after she had settled herself in 
^aw^c little shop in the millinery business ; 
but not in Bond Street, nor in so eleg||pP|t 
style as she had lately carried pn the trad^ 
she liad one day met in the street her sister^ 
who was leaning on' the j^rm of a gentle- 
man, whom by bis appearance, she bad at 
jirst believed to be a' c/flvg2/-man, till infor- 
4poed Jthat be wa^ ^ot so^ and that her sistejr 
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Ibid ber^ he was her husband — They expressed 
pleasure at seeing her, and invited her to their 
lodgings^ where a very pretty girl of about 
eight years old attracted her notice^ who her 
sister said was her own child. 

" 'I'hree years subsequent to this period 
passed on, during which Mrs. O'Rouke 
. and her sister continued to reside in Lon- 
r doj^n separate habitations, and accidentally 
L to see each other ; at the expiration of thai 
Bfime Norah coming one day to call upon 
W her, told her that her husband had been call- 
ed abroad by a sudden obligation of attend- 
ing in person to a concern in which he was 
engaged upon the continent, and that dur-* 
ing the tithe of his absence, she should very 
ihuch like to bring her child with her, and 
teside as a lodger in the houses of her sister. 
" For twenty itiontlis, Norah^ who call- 
.(|i herself Mrs. Preston, continued to liv0 
fmbf her sister, giving her occasionally 
assistance in the condu6i of her business^ 
when she was seized with the small pox ; 
^ Mrs. P'Rouke inquired of her immediately, 
" whether she did not consider it right to re- 
move her child, lest it should catch the in- 
fii6lion ,• she replied, " that if she looked u,i 
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Cecilia's arm^ she would perceive that sti^ 
bad already undergone inoculation/' The^ 
disorder with which Norah was seized afFe6t-' 
ed her in the severest manner^ and at th& 
expiration of fourteen days^ it was pronounced 
by her physician impossible for her to re- 
cover. ' . 

•' Mrs. Preston desired to know the truth" 
of her own case, and being informed byj^r, 
sister^ that her death was in all human pro- 
bability^ inevitable^ she said> " I shall leave 
no one but yourself behind to lament me y 
at least no relation/' '^ What ! not. 

your husband^ and child?" exclaimed Mrs. 
01U)uke, 

" Oh no/' replied Norah, ^' I must re- 
lieve my mind by confessing the truth 
to you before I die ;-— Preston is not my 
husband ; nor is Cecilia my cliild/' 

" INIrs. O'Rouke expressed her astonisl^ 
ment, and her sister proceeded to infoim 
her, '' that very shortly after they had by 
til e death of their father been separated from 
each other, she had been reduced by ill for- , 

tune to join a gang of gypsies, one of fl 
whom she brid married; tha* soon after her 
admission into this society, as none of them 
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Were mothers^ they had been much . in 

Want of two or-; three childrefi to assist 

them in exciting the compassfion of thosd 

of whom they asked charity ; and to this 

i end they were all dire6led by the leader 

Lof the g^ng to steal the first children they 

Veould lay their hands upon* — ^Judging what-^ 

tstr their <dire6lor commanded tliem^ to be 

rigM. Norah and her companions h^ kept 

tip^the constant look out for infants to 

idnap^ and it ^ks her chance to steal n 

female child from a lady in Devonshire^ 

^hose name she had understood Was Di* 

mick." 

*' A few mchrths after this, her gypsey hus- 
band died ; and she formed a connexion 
with a man of the name of Preston^ of infi- 
iitely superior circumstances to her own, 
^ho took her away from the society in which 
he had found her, atid brought her with 
him to London;, and having conceived art 
I iffefilion for the child which she had sto- 
len, and expressed great relu6lance to part 
>from it, Preston had allowed her to retain 
it under her care-*- where he novv was^ she 
knew not; she had never heard fvoin him 
sbee the time that he had told her be was 
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going abroad^ at vi^hich period she !md be« 
come a resident in her sister's house. — She 
requested Mrs. O'Rouke, if ever she saw hioi 
again, to tell him that he hwl her best ^ 
wishes— and besought her to give her pro- 
te6lion to Cecilia ; which Mrs. O'Rouki 
promised to do ; and a few hours after Noral 
had received her proi»ise to that efie6i^ she 
died/' 

Here ended Mrs. O'Rouke's story, amrshe 
' added '^ that ever since the death of her sister, 
she had' uted every means in her power for en^ 
deavouring to find out the parents of the ^ 
child^ in order that she might restore it to 
them^ with an expianation o( the accident 
by which she had become its pr0te6lress; 
but that till the night before^ she had never 
been able to hear of any kuJy who either 
did, or had borne the name of Dimick/' 

Had Mrs. O'Rouke spoken the exa6i 
truth she would have said, " That having 
added another profession to that of milliner 
about the time her sister died, and judging 
that Cecilia, as she had been called by Mrs, 
Preston, who vvas then a very fine looking M 
girl of about twelve years old, might in the ^ 
course of time grow up to be of infinite ser^ 



tfce to her iii her various lines of business^ 
in the charaHer of her daughter; she had 
by this selfish^ and scandalous hope^ been 
withheld from making those inquiries which 
if properly set on foot, would in all proba^ 
bility have succeeded in restoring the child 
|to her real mother. But Mrs. O'Rouke, 
upheld, not only by the natural audacity 
of her chara6ler, but also by a conscious- 
ness that no proof could be adduced of her 
not having, attempted to discover for the 
child her parents, had without fear entered 
the presence of her natural proteSior, the 
moment she saw an advantage to be derived 
from a confession of the truth. 

With quivering lips, and the orbs of her 
^yes apparently immoveable. Lady Buck^ 
hurst listened to the Irishwoman's tale, and 
when it was concluded, no change took 
place in her countenance; she sat as if be* 
reaved of every faculty; whilst Mrs. O'RoukCj 
with the same cool and undaunted firm- 
tiess which had throughout marked her con- 
dufil, proceeded to recount by what means 
I die had become -acquainted with the inherit' 
tmce due to Miss Dimick, now Mrs. Blocks 
i^ ber coming of a^ ; aod to ioquife Iww 

Yo?,. Ill, P 
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far distant that period was^ as Mrf . Block 
and her husband were both in great vrant of 
money. 

No answer was returned to tliis question^ 
and Mrs. O'Rouke said, '' Oh if you don't 
choose to tell me, there is nothing to be 
done, but to find out where she took her 
christening, and write down for a copy of the 
^.ragister/* 

A pause ensued — Sir Beii^min broke it^ 
'^ If this person you speak of, is really 
Lady Buckhurst's daughter," he said, '^ can 
you tell us who the girl Arnica is, that 
Mr. Leuwitzer has imposed upon us for 
her?" 

'' How should myself know that, I'd Kke 
to hear!" exclaimed Mrs. O'Rouke, " they 
can't both be one 'parson without they 
were the same woman ; and haTe I not 
plainly proved to you that they can't be 

that ?" 

'' I should not wonder," cried Sir Ben- 
jamin, whose resentment against Mr. Leu- 
witzer on account of his charity to the Le 
Blancs, was not yet cooled, '^ I should not 
wonder, if he had taken this way of turn- 
ing over to us some poor relation, or some 
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iatural child of his own, or his sister*s, of 
somebody's ; but I know how long she has 
been in this family to a day ; and Vl\ be repaid 
the expences of her maintenance, if I sue him 
for them at law/' 

'' But/' said Lady Buckhurst, *' if Arnica 
^is not my daughter, how could it come to 
pass, that Mr. Leuwitzer should have found my 
thimble, and my tea*«poon, and my toothpick 
case, in the same room where he found 
her?" 

" Phoo!" cried Sir Benjamin, " do you 
think there are no more toothpick cases, or tea 
spoons, marked with A D, besides yours? 
neither is it impossible, but that he might 
have beard the story of what you lost 
^ith your child, and have^ had such ar- 
ticles made on purpose to impose upon 
you/' 

" No, I can't think Mr. Leuwitzer 
coutdbe such a bad man as that, '^ replied her 
Ladyship. 

*^ Have you told us all you know about 

your sister, and her stealing the child ? — 

are you sure of thai?" asked Sir Benja 

mm. 
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• " Every word," Mrs. O'Rouke replied ? 
*^ but she was willing to take her oath upon 
what she had told them, before any magistrate^ 
ia the kingdom/' 

^' God knows, nobody was ever in sucb 
a confusion, as my head is in,"' cried her 
Ladyship; " Lord have mercy upon me!'*^ 

'' If Mrs. Block is of age, there will .be 
qcme interest due upos** the twenty thou- 
sand pounds,'* said Mrs. O'Rouke; ^^ if 
the day is still to come, her husband will 
be obliged to get a part of the pridcipal 
discounted to sarve him in his present ne^ 
cessities; — pray your Ladyship, who is it 
your daughter is to look up to for the pay- 
ment of her fortunes, for I promised to car- 
ry her back word about it }" 

'^ Damn her fortune," exclaimed Sir Ben- 
jamin, turning up the room., 

These words were a sufficient explanation 
to Mrs. O'Rouke. " Oh it is yourself, is it, 
that is answerable for the property ?" she 
said. " Aye, Mrs. Dimick is your wife, and 
it is all right and natural that it should be 
so; Mrs. Block and myself might have 
known as much if we had taken a minute'^ re^ 
fleaion." 
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Lady Buckhurst spoke next. '' What a sad 
thing it is/' she exclaimed, '' that Mr. Leu- 
witzer should happen to be out of the king- 
dom just now; — what would I give that I 
had him here to consult him upon what is 
best to be done iii this perplexing bu- 
siness.** 

'' What is best to be done,^ echoed the 
Knight, '' ^vhy, if^niica is not your daugh- 
ter, turn her out of the house ; — what should 
be done with an impostor ?** 

" But how am I to prove whether she is 
«iy daughter or not?** returned hef Lady- 
ship, '^ that is the difficulty ; and if even I 
find at last that she is not my child, I hate 
Aow so long been accustomed to think of her 
^s if she were, that I shall feel a good deal 
on her account as well as my own/' 

Owing to the interest of the «ubje6l they 
had been discussing, the time had slipped im- 
perceptibly away, and the butler now entered 
the drawing room, inquiring of her Ladyship^ 
" Whether the dinner might be put upon the 
table?" 

'' Bless me !" cried Lady Buckfaurs^ 
^'is it dimp^r time? — I'm sure I can't e^t a 
morsel ** V 

j> 3 
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^ ** H^ow should you cat whije you are so 
flustered ?'* exclaimed Mrs. O'Rouke, " Let 
it be put back awbile till you send for your 
own daughter home to you, and you'll 
eat comfortably enough when she comes to sit 
down at the same table."' j 

Her Ladyship's soul recoiled at the idea of 

Mrs, FlaplOie milliner^ the ^-^-^^wttlng 

down at the same table wjth her^ as her ac- 
Jknowledged daughter ; biit if her daughter 
dbe really were, what alternative had she ? 
Sir Benjamin felt equally relu£lant to behold 
her one of his table guests ;^ it was true that 
he had inore than once paid visits to her, and 
her nominal motherj but gentlemen often 
pay visits which- Uiey would not on any 
account wish the 'parties thus honoured to 
return. .' . 

Along pause ensued Lady Buckhurst 

suddenly broke it by exclaiming, ''I have 
a thought just come into ray head ; to be 
sure it is but a thought, but it is possible that 
it may help us out of this difficulty.'* — She 
rose from her diair. — ''I shan't be gone 
ioijg,'' she said, as she moved towards the 
door; and as she left the apartment, she 
addedj *' IIow alJ this will hurry and flurry 
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tbat poor girl Arnica^ but since it must be^ 
it must be." — She imtnediately proceeded to 
Arnica's chamber^ whom she found dressing 
for dinner ; — Arnica perceived on the coun- 
tenance of Lad J Buckhurst the expression 
of an agitation of mini far different to 
the ire which had animated b^r features when 
she had left ber in the breakfast apartment ; 
and her surprise was excited by her Ladyship 
exclaiming^ '^ Shew me the top of your arm, 
ica^ pray let me see the top part of your 



arm/' 



As Amica was in the a£l of changing ber 
gown, her Ladyship followed her words by 
instantly iaaking an investigation of her left 
arm; the countenance of Lady Ruckhurst 
leli as she examined it^ she moved hastily 
round to the other side of Amica, and hav- 
ing examined her right arm with the same 
earnestness and attiention which she had 
done her left, in scarcely ifitelligible ac- 
cents she said, ^' Then you are not my 
child, indeed ; you have never been inocula- 
ted, and my Amy was inoculated when she 
was eighteen months old : Lord have mercy 
ii|>on me, I feel sick and ill, and almost fit 

todicr' 
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. The words of Lady Buckhurst struck the 
heart of Arnica like an ele£trical * shock ; a 
fiiint giddiness seized her, and catching^ 
hold of the back of the chair into which 
Lady Buckhurst had sunic for support^ sh» 
exclaimed/* '' Nm your child^ Madam ! 
Oh tell me whose daughter am I then V 

^^That's more than I kqow/' replied her 
Ladyship, ^^but who do you think my 
daughter is? Why that creature ; Heaven for- 
give rae for calling my own child a creature 
— Why, she that was Mrs, Flap; — don't 
you pity me? yes, Vm sure you must pitjr 



me. 



It was with the greatest difficulty that 
Lady Buckhurst could keep off a fainting 
fit. — Lenex entered the apartment, and 
brought a ^lass of water to her relief ; and 
jsome minutes after she had swallowed it, she 
began to give the a^ni^hed, and tongue-tied 
Arnica, something like an account of the 
dreadful explanation which had that morun 
ing taken place between herself and Mrs. 
O'Rouke. 

In the mean while Sir Benjamin hadas^ 
cended brimful of the strange intelligence to 
tlie chamber of hiJison^ — andMra. O'Rouke 
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taore able to do any thing than to remain si- 
lent^ repeated her story to the butler, whom 
^accident -had led to her into the drawing^ 
room^ and whom she detained as the Au- 
ditor of the wonders she was eager to re- 
late. 

Scarcely, therefore, was Arnica become ac- 
quainted with the sudden change which 
had taken place in her circumstances, ere 
the house rang with the incriedible intelli- 
gence of Mrs. Flap the milliner having 
turned out to be Lady Buckhurstli^ dai^h- 

Although Cdlenel Buckhurst had out of 

-•consideration to the aggrandizen^Ht of his 

family, given up the idea of milking. Amioa 

>hi3 wife, still his admiration of her person 

was not less strong than it had .been lA the 

vmoment be had desired to beeoxhe^^^ir> hus- 

-band ; and no sooner did he ga&eY frop. 

sthe lips of his father, the apparent proof of 

her not being the lost daughter of Lady 

Buickhurst, than his fertile imag-itiation im- 

^pRfiediately filled him with hopes that from 

this discovery might proceed a possibility 

of his still enjoying the possession of her 

«pharms, and he instantly represented to 

.P 5 
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Benjamin^ that unless Arnica could prodace 
any stronger proof of hef being Lady Buck* 
hurst's child^ than Mrs. 0*Rouke had ad- 
vanced te the contrary, it became him in- 
stantly to dismiss her from his house ; as it 
was impossible to say vrhether by suffering 
her to remain in it long^ he might pot . be 
giving his prote6ii<m to the child of begjgary 
and disgrace. 

Ever ruled by the opinions of his son, 
Sir Benjamin instantly rushed out into 
the gallery, and called loudly about him, 
inquiring where Lady Buckhurst was to 
be found ?- He was informed that she was in 
Amica's dhambcr ; and he accordingly pro-- 
ceeded thither to her. 

The dittespe6i which our kni^t consider* 
ed Am^ica to have shewn to his son in her 
xefusai of his hand ,* and also the want of 
regard which she had testified (Qt his own 



interei^ by refusing to ally hersdf with 
Sir Jasper Wormeaten, an alliance which 
ihe kiaieW him so earnestly to desire ; had rais- 
cdin his. hesurt against her, a degree of re* ' 
^entment which he did not feel by any means 
displeased at being furnished with an oppor- 
tunity lor displaying ; and entering her 
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oSiamber with the step of authority, and the 
l^erinkled brow of pride and passion, b^ 
«dd, '^ Well, my Lady, have you been ab^ 
to^et atfy insight into the truth of this busi* 
Bess from tlwt y ■ ? , 

What epithet he would b^ye bestowed on 
Arnica, to whom the empha^tie t}ust referred^ 
is uncertain, for Lady Buckhurst interrupt- 
ed him by saying, '^ Oh yes, yes ; whoever 
is -my daughter. Arnica is not ; for she 
has never been inoculated, and my Amy" — 

^'Oh, she is noti" cried Sir Benjamin, in 
his turn interrupting her ; *' then Madam," 
turning to Arnica, ^ you .are an impostor; 
hut I shall settle the budness with Mr. Leii-* 
witzer, as it may be possible he did not 
1^ you see as far into the mill*stone as he 

was able to look himself, so I give you 

two hours to pack up before you start; 
and if you choose a jnouthful of victuals be- 
ibre^^ou ^o, you have my leave to go do^^n 
into the Iftitchen and ask for it." 

'^ No, not ;to-night, don't send her away 

to-night," cried Lady Buckhurst, "coaa- 

der in two hours more it will be quite 

4lark." 

j)6 
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*'SbcS a dark character herself/' rejoine4 
$it BenjanuDj ^so she can't quarrel wfth 
file dark;-^and go she shall/' 

During these sentences Arnica bad fre«- 
quently attempted to speaks biit they had 
"been uttered with so great vehemence and 
toluWlity, that she had not been able to 
inake herself beard, at length she said, '^ Feaf 
nottny ^ay. Sir 5 as I aiq no longer the 
*daughter of Lady Buckhurst, worlds shotild 
«iot bribe me to be one unnecessary moment 
dependent an Ae generosity of Sir Benja*- 



mm/' 



'^' ^Zmnids X what a spirit for a girl that 
lias just l)een reduced to such an humilia«« 
tion!" exclaimed the -knight; ''however^ 
Madam, let me advise you to behave with 
civility, lest I should think proper to ar* 
rest you for the expences o'f your main* 
tenance since you liave ^ lived in this house> 
with which I now intend to charge your 
ifriend Mr. Ijeuwitzer,'* and with these 
words he bounced out of flie room. 

Gentle as was the soul of Arnica, her spirit 
'was too proud to reply to such gross and 
■unmerited indignities; and she addressed 
LenoXj requesting her to assist her in mak- 
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ing a bundle of a few articles which were 
necessary to lier immediate use. 

Lady Buckhurst cemprehended the feel- 
ings of both Arnica aad her husband ; and 
wretched as she felt herself^ she still gave 
:some portion of her thoughts to the unfor- 
tunate girl whom the day before she had 
considered as her child. — '^ Why where will 
you go ?"' she ^aid^ seeing her employed 
in preparing for her departure. "Shall I 
beg of Sir Benjamin to let you stay here one 
-night longer ?" 

"Pardon me. Madam," replied Arnica, 
" but after the insulting manner in which 
Sir Benjamin this morning at breakfast 
spoke of -my first prote6ior, Mr. Lcuwitze^, 
I should think myself unworthy of enjoy- 
ing bis future affe6tion, were I to accept such 
a favour, if even it were offered to my ac- 
ceptance, from the man who aspersed his un- 
sullied chara6ler, now the bond which once 
constrained me to remain a member of his 
family has ceased to exist. — Whilst I be- 
lieved you my mother, I felt ati obligation 
to endure, for your sake, many disagreeable 
points in the condu6l of Sir Benjamiu 
'^nd his son^ which I suffered to wound nay 
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feelings in silence ; — ^tbat obligation is new 
at an end." • 

*' Ah, you don't care for me, I see you 
don't/' cried Lady Buckhurst, interrupting' 
her. '^ I believe you loved me till I asked 
you to marry Sir Jasper ; I meant it all 
for your good, indeed I did;-^don't part 
from me in anger, pray don't, for indeed I 
fear I can't love her that I am called upbiv 
to acknowledge as my daughter half so 

well as" Her Ladj^sliip began to sob 

and weep, and her tears choaked her utter- 
«nce/ 

*' I w^ish you happy, indeed I do. Ma- 
dam," said Arnica^ taking her hand, and 
^ving it a friendly pressure ; " I am perform- 
ing an a6l of justice in ceding my place 
in your affe6lions to your real child ; and 
I hope she will repay you by her fu- 
ture condu6l for your present anxiety." 

'^Oh dear, I fear not i I fear not ;" re- 
plied ber Ladjship, '' but where will you 
go ?" 

'^ Although Mr. Leuwitzer is not in 
England^ I shall meet with a kind reception 
at Jiis house in Richmond, from his old 
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liouse-teeperi <Mrff. Sarah, I am certain/* re- 
turned Arnica. 

" Do jou think so ? " rejoined Lady Buck- 
hurst ; " I am glad to hear that, very glad. 
— Ha.ve you any money ? take these three se- 
ven shilling pieces, pray do/' 

Arnica replied that she had sufficient mo- 
ney to defray her expences t(^p,ichmond, and 
infinitely more than sufficu^iit for that pur- 
pose ; — '—as her Ladyship was on the point 
of speaking again, the voice of Sir Benja- 
min was heard in a tone of fierceness, cal- 
ling to her to come down. '' I must go," she 
«aid, '^ all this work has made him so cross, 
I tremble to think what will be the end of it 

God bless you, and if the three seven- 

^hiiring"— 



Sir Benjamin called again more loudly 
4ind angrily than before, and she was obliged 
lo hurry down stairs. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Tlie conduSt qf a Divine proved not to he 

Divine condnB. 

A HE ^econ^Hiy with whic)i Lady fittcfc- 
hurst condu6led her establishment in all 
matters where it was possible to economise 
wthout injury to the appearance she wished 
to preserve in the eye of the world, had 
caused her to keep only one waiting-wo*- 
fnan, who a6led as the joint servant of her 
'daughter and herself; — ?^ Arnica's bundle 
being packed, she put into the hand of 
Lenox a couple of guineas as a remune- 
ration for the services she had received at 

w 

her hands in the course of the winter, and 
desired her to request any one of the male 
servants who could at that time be best 
spared, to procure her a coach, and see her 
in safety to the Richmond stage. 

Had not Arnica by her regularly affable 
»condu6l rendered herself a favourite with (he 
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domestics of the family, this present was 

nufficient to make Lenox at least her friend, 

•r-^^ Thank you. Madam, *^ saidLenox^ as she 

pocketed the gold, ^^and send you happy 

wherever you go ;— whoever your mother is, 

I am no christian, if she ain't a real and 

true lady ; one may judge of her gentility 

by your kind and genteel manners ; — and I, 

and many af us below, have always said we 

thought you too good a great deal to be the 

daughter of such an old nip as my lady, — » 

but she'll be finely mistaken if she thinks 1% 

wait on such a creter as Mrs. Flap, let her 

ht whose daughter she may. — -As true as you 

are alive Miss, she was one of the most fm- 

modestest women m all London whea she 

kept the milliner's shop in Bond-street ; and 

what's more, her carriBer is so well known, 

Aiat it is no scandal to speak one's Dpinion of 

her." 

"I hope she will reform now then/' said 
Arnica ; '^ pray lose no time in carrying down 
iny message, lest I should be too late for the 
stage." 

"Stage !" cried Lenox in accents of com- 
flaiseration, '' you have more right to a coach 
*fld four, than some folks 1 could name, have 
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to s( pudding cart^' and ^tb these words sbe 
left ithe room^ 

The few moments of solitude which sue- 
ceeded filled Arnica's mind with the most se- 
rious refleClions. '^No^^ daughter of Ladjr 
Buckburst/' she considered, ''whose child 
am i then ? — Perhaps I shall descend to the 
grave in ignorance of my parents. — But how- 
blest is my present orphan state in that kind 
proteClor whom' I regard and love with equal 
veneration as it would be possible for me to do 
a real father !" — The agitation of her mind 
was so great, that she was almost incapable 
of analyzing her feelings, and scarcely knew* 
whether she were grieved, or not, at being 
released from her supposed affinity to a wo- 
man whose principles and whose ideas were 
so entirely^ opposite to her own. — '' How 
great a struggle," she rcflefiled, " did it cost 
5VIr. Leuwitzer, to resign me to the protec- 
tion of this supposed parent! how great a 
delight will he then experience at my resto- 
ration to his parental care !'^ A smile suc- 
ceeded this idea. — Whatever gave Mr. Leu- 
witzer pleasure, she had so long been accus- 
tomed to consider in the light of happiness 
to herself, that every lingering shadow of tst^ 
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lu^Dce to quit Lady Buckhurst vanished 
^nder the impression. 

At the expiration of about twenty mi- 
nutes, Lenox returned with information that 
fbere was a coach at the door^ and that 
San had promised to attend her into Picca- 
dilly, ^^ but/' added Lenox, '^ though all 
my fellow servants agree with me in admire 
ing your spirit in quitting the premises 
after the treatment you have met with, we 
can' t bear you should go in the stage ; do 
pray Miss, go your journey in apo-shaj/." 

Arnica thanked Lenox for the interest she 
expressed in her comfort, and said, '^ that 
she considered she should be much safer in a 
'public vehicle, which contained fL number 
of passengers like the Richmond coach, and 
where it was probable that she should at least 
meet as many civil as uncivil companions, 
than travelling alone in a chaise in the 
dark/' 

Followed by Lenox, who carried her bun- 
dle, ahe now quitted her chamber; in the 
gallery she was met by a tall, thin, male 
figure^ habited in a rusty black suit, and 
who looked the prototype of famine and 
erift; with a grin, asjd a bow, he requested 
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her to honor him with five minutes con— 
versation. 

'' I don 't know you^ Sir/' was lier reply ; 
*' who are you?'* 

" Your better genius,*' he answered, and 
taking her liand he led her forcibly into a 
dressing room, by the oj^n door of which she 
had met him, " I come to you, commission*- 
«d by Colonel Buckhurst,** he continued, 
^' who feels extremely for your unfortunate 
situation — He entreats you will noit think of 
going into an empty house ftt Richmond^ 
but allow me to condn^ you to an degant 
4uite of apartments, which he hired abou| 9 
month ago for himself in New Bond-street. 
This fifty pound bill he has given me to defray 
your present expenoes; and he desires me fur- 
ther to add, that as soon as he is able to leave 
his chamber, he will fly upon the wings of 
adoration to visit you.; He will not dedert you 
though \i\% family may. — These words were 
accompaiiiel^^y sigiiiticant nods and winks, 
and an occasional emphasis, which could 
not fail to conwy to the senses of Arnica the 
designs of the Colonel, * who entertained 
the audacious hope of reducing her mind 
•with her circumstances; and fully convinced 
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her of the infamy af the painder whom he 
had employed for that purpose. 

The Colonel had no sooner heard that ia 
consequence of his advice Arnica was about 
to be driven from hi» father's house as an im- 
postor; than^ acquainted that she had at that 
time no Mr. Leuwitzer to fly to for pro- 
tection^ and judging that in her want of an 
asylum to shelter her friendless head^ his 
offers of service' might, in the greatness of her 
difficulties be accepted as a last resource 
against being turned a wanderer abroad; 
nnable himself to quit his chamber, or to 
write, he instantly dispatched a messenger 
to call into his presence Mr. Demur, to 
whom he delegated the business of making^ 
known to her his friendly inclinations. He 
it was who thus unexpefiledly . accosted our 
heroine, and who in the warmth of his zeal 
for the accomplishment of his patron's wish- 
es, expressed himself at the first moment 
of his self-introdu6lion to her, in terms too 
plain to suffer her to hesitate a moment 
upon the grossness of the insult which 
he had been commissioned to offer her. 

^' Tell your employer,*' replied Amica, 
iBsuming from circumstance a dignity and 
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courage unknown to her before^ ** tbat I bayer^ 
now received a decisive proof to convince 
me of the justice of the opinion I ever en- 
tertained of the baseness of bis heart; and 
for yourself^ be thankful that your name 
is not known to me> as I have friends 
who would esteem me g.uilty in suffering 
a monster like you to escape their punish* 
ment." 

Having concluded this sentence^ she dart** 
ed out of the apartment^ from which the 
efforts of the human-shaped serpent were 
unable to prevent her departure ; and catch- 
ing hold of the bannisters^ she b^an to 
descend the stairs — Lenox was still at her 
heels^ and it appeared that she had overheard 
tlie conversation which bad just passed^ for 
the moment they were both upon the stairs^ 
said» ^' lean tell you who itis^ Miss; it is 

i"^ Demur the 'tumey, that does all the 
Colonel's dirty work/' 
- " Pirty work, indeed/' echoed the lips of 
Amica^ alintst without the consent of her 
heart; and as she propeeded^ she added^ ''Can 
it be possible for me to regret quitting such a 
house as this.?'' 
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'• No^ that I am sure it can't/*^ was an- 
swered from several yoicea^: Arnica looked 
up on hearing these sounds, and beheld all 
the servants colIe6led in the hall to bid her 
farewell. 

" But don't let it fret you^ Ma'am/' cried 
the house-keeper^ '^ thank Heaven you have 
a good friend in, the German gentleman ; he 
is a gentleman that knows how to condu6i 
himself like a gentleman^ and that is more 
than you ever find upstarts able to do/' 

" No, no/' cried the old coachman^ ^' I 
ODce lived with a Lord, but his family bad 
been Lords from generation to generation ; 
and mercy upon us how differently he be- 
haved to what your new-made titled folks 
io ! — ^they have been used to nothing as it 
should he, and therefoire they don't know 
what to order, or what to expe6l." 

However true the matter contained in these 
sentences, they were by no means gratifying 
to Amica, as they displayed duplicity of 
heart in the utterers, who weijp receiying 
wages and maintenance from the very ob- 
jefts of their abuse ; — she was, however un- 
willingly, obliged to hear what was said 
V^hilst distributing amongst them her fare^ 
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lYell presents ; and having done this^ she got 
into the coach. 

On arriving at the White Horse cellar, 
Sam informed her that the Richn^ond stage 
was already there^ and upon the point of set* 
tin^ out ; but that there was a vacant place 
in it which was at her service ; she accord- 
ingly gave her attendant his fee^ and took her 
seat in the stage-coach : — ^lier companions^ 
were all silent^ and their silence allowed her 
to indulge in her reflexions without inter- 
ruption ; a confusion of ideas met in her 
brain^ and amongst the number one was pre* 
dominant which gave her pain ; — arguing 
from what had passed between Lady Della^ 
val and herself at their last meetings she felt 
alarm lest her birth being again reid^ 
dered uncertain^ should cause her Ladyship 
to retrafil her promise of a6iing towards the 
happiness of herself and Maurice Stanton ; 
and she was acquainted with a reason why 
Lady DellavaPs assent to their union was of 
the utmost importance to them both. 

On reaching the village of Mortlake the 
coach stopped before the public-house to de- 
liver parcels^ and one of the passengers com- 
plaining of cold^ got out to take n glass of 
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brand J and water; — ^during his absence a 
horse was heard to plunge violentiy by the 
side of the coach^ and at last to kick one of 
the wheels of the carriage^ upon which aoc^i* 
dent an altercation took place between the 
rider of the animal and the coachman. 

When the gentleman who had been visit- 
ing the bar of the public-house returned^ his 
fellow passengers inquired of him^ whether 
any damage had been done to the wheel ; and 
whether he knew who had been the rider of 
the horse^ as they conje6lured it to have been 
some gentleman by the manner in which the 
coachman had addressed him. 

To the first of these qusetions^ he replied 
ia the negative ; to the second he answered^ 
'i^That it was a gentleman well knowni in 
the neighbourhood^ a clergyman at Rich-^ 
niond, of the name of Valmont ; who was a 
great jockey^ and who had just then been 
mounted upon a spirited horse which bad 
tal^en alarm at a wheel-barrow of straw that 
stood in the road." 

Amica gave an involuntary start at the 
^und of his name ; and felt extremely thank* 
ful that she had not encountered him. 

Vol. Ill, E 
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yfhek the coach ^mtered Aicliiiiond^ she 
^ 4iie ifst time 9poke> mqutria|^, VfhtA 
VV^tockit^ras ? — She wttinfonned Uiat it was 
comiderabty p»t miie— «he had ^ictea ^o 
dmner/and lokbough nDtliuiil^y^ ^he%^n 
to feel the MtoA t>f her re^hir meal ; ^le 
^as faint and raAer skdc^ Which htt^r densa- 
^oa she attributed to having been carried 
nkmg fbr a length of tiuie in %tk opposite di- 
fB^ida to what she had ^ei^r been aocnstom- 
edtoVfare. 

On alightiDg ftmn the coach she found &e 
night to be extremely dark^ aiid a thick slecit 
to be falling; Ae looked around ^her for a 
Mndu£lor to fee house of Mr. Leuwitzer, 
aifd perceiving a fad with a lanthorn who 
appeared onemplojed^ she offered him a 
shilling to ^<5»rry her bundle and shew her 

Jight. 

He readily accepted her terms^ and a few 
minutes brought her to the well known 
house; sfhe ran up the steps^ and knocked at 
the door ; some time elapsed^ ^and as it was 
not answered^ 4sihe knoiiked again ; ^till no 
dlie<^ame^ and « third time«he repeated h^r 
knock: in a fiswmindtes ^m uppersash was 



thrown up in the ai^^inijig ianvm, imd a 
voice called out, " Who*s &bI ? if you ^Mt 
any body at that howe^ therels nobody at 
home/' 

^' Is not Mrs, <8arah at iio«e f^' demandeA 
Arnica. 

'' What, Mrs. Sarah Oakes }*' refAied <b^ 
totee ; " no dbe% nM «t.4iome, -she is gone 
into Ae country to Tisit her ffetations*; «ttd 
fbe other laaid is gone to a ftir, %wA^ jsreu't 
be back lillothe morniog/' and with 4iiis in- 
formation &e head of the speaker was df^awn 
in, and the sash pulled down/ 

'' Oood Heavens!" exclaimed Arnica^ 
*' what shall I do i" and with her hand still 
upon the knocker, she stood for some ino« 
ments «iotionless and silent. 

"Have you4one with me. Ma'am, pray ?" 
asked h^ conductor, as she did not speak or 
stir. 

" Oh no, no," cried Arnica, hastily turning 
roimd^ " pray don't leave me, I know not 
whither to go, nor what to do;" — here^e 
pansed, for she perceived that the figure of a 
man upon whom felKthe light of the lant« 
horn which was borne by her couilU^r, 

g2 
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Sidney Valmont^ who was standing observ- 
ing her through his glass. 

'^ Sacre Dim !" cried Valmont, " can it 
be possible ? can I believe my eyes ?" and 
advancing towards Arnica he inquired from 
what cause he beheld her in so strange a 
situation. 

CircuiQstanced as she wasj it would have 
been ; impossible for Arnica to have evaded 
this question had she been so inclined ; — Mr. 
Leuwitz^r was out of the kingdom ; it must> 
th^refore^ be evident to Sidney Valmont^ that 
she could have no motive but necessity^ for 
visiting his house at that hour in the even- 
ings and attended only as she then was ;•— ^ 
her reply accordingly was such as revealed 
the truths though it did not immediately de- 
clare it. '' She was/' she said, '■ under the 
absolute necessity of quitting Sir Benjamin's 
house, and she had hoped .' 

Valmont interrupted her, '' Under the 

« 

absolute necessity of quitting the* protec- 
tion of your mother !" he declaimed. 

*' No,* not my mother ; Lady Buckhurst 
is not my mother," replied Arnica. 

Yalmont's surprise and inquiries increased, 
and a few subsequent sentences made him ac« 
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quainted with the whole truth : — " And have 
they been so inhuman as to drive yoii from 
them upon this discovery? Les harhares!** 
he demanded. 

No, no/* answered Arnica, '^ not exa6lly 
so ; it was my own choice immediately to quit 
a house where I considered myself^ and did 
not doubt that others likewise considered me, 
as an intruder ; — I felt secure in meeting that 
asylum under the roef of my protector's 
dwelling, which the absence of his servants 
denies me." 

Yalmont said that he was just returned 
from London, and blessed his fates that his 
visit 'to the livery stables where his horses 
were iept, and from which he was now re- 
turning, had led him so critically to her 
assistance; he begged that she would put 
herself immediately under his prote6lion, 
and allow him to find her a lodging for the 
* night. 

Amica's heart recoiled at the idea of trust- 
ing herself to the prote6lron of Sidney Val- 
mont ; although he had ever treated her with 
personal respefil, yet there was a degree of 
lightness, of insincerity in bis chara£ier^ 

£ 3 
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vhidk rendered ker unwiUJog^ to eomimt her-' 
self to bi» eare. — But aleme^ m the ^pen 
slreet^ ma dark fright^ >vhaft could sbe do ?— ^ 
'*' Oh that Mrs. AiSlon were still living in 
Richfiooiid!'' she cried: — Valmont had fre- 
quently heard of Mrs. A£Iob^ and replied^ 
** DoB't you recoiled Mrs. Powell, Mrs^ 
A6len's most intimate friend } she now lives 
in the house which Mrs. A6lon used to in- 
habit; her husband is mj clerk; they let a 
couple of rooms as lodgings in the summer ; 
do you think you 'could manage to pass ohq 
night with comfort to yourself beneath their 
roof? and in the mornings if Mrs. Oakes does 
not return to admit you into Mr. Leuwitzer's 
' house, I will eondu3; you to the prote^tioa 
vof Mrs. A6lon.'' 

'^ Is it not possible that I should go this 
'^ery night to Mrs. A6ion's ?'* asked Arnica. 

Valmont replied, '^ That it undoubtedly 
was possible, but that it would be attended 
w^ith great difficulty, for that to his certain 
know ledge the Richmond chilises Mrere alt out; 
— ^that it would be very late before they re- 
turned home, and that thfe morning; would 
be adva^ncing before the returned horsei 



could be sufliciently rested to set. out again ; 
but that if she wished, it^ be would atiU giM 
dire£iions to h^ve the first which came houMi 
reserved £6r ber> aad would accompany her to 
LoftdoB let tike hoar be what it might/' 

Upon a moment's refle6lion^ Arnica, pre** 
ferred the idea of sleeping at Mrs. Powell's 
to travelling a dozen miles either with SidnejP 
Valmont^ or alone> in the dead of the night; 
^ perfefilly remembered Mrs. Powell; at 
the time of her living in Richmond, her bus-? 
band had been a shoe-maker of respe6iabir 
litjf ; and stie confuted to go to her house^ 
dire6ling ber attengiant with his lanthorn not 
tf> lea^e her tiU sho h^ reached il; and pror 
Cuisine bim an additional: reward for his 
trouble. 

Less than five minutes l^rought them to the 
house, and the opening of the door di^co« 
Tered Mrs. Powell and her hosbapd at sup- 
per; they 4ire6i,ly recognised Arnica; wd 
the respe6i in whi^h Mr. Leuwitzer was held 
in &e place, add^d to tibue relative situation as 
clerk in which Mr. Powell stood to Vat- 
mmt, rendered^ the good coupk extrenpieljr 
aiert in bestirring themselves for th§ aeoom* 
modation of tlifiir unexpected lodgejc; 
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Mrs. Powell desired her to sit down by 
their fire till she had lighted her one in the 
parlour ; and Valmont placed her a chair ; 
Arnica received it with thanks^ and returning 
him her acknowledgement for the service he 
hkd been of to her^ requested that she might 
not any longer detain him ; she said, she 
doubted not but she should pass her night 
very comfortably where she was, and that ia 
the morning if Mrs. Oakes did not return, 
she should procure a chaise and go to Mrs. 
A61;on's« 

Valmont promised to make every inquiry 
for her concerning Mr. Leuwitzer's house- 
keeper, and if he found that her return was 
not immediately to be expe6ied, to escort her 
himself to the prote£lress under whose care 
she wished to place herself. 

His condu6i towards her had on this even- 
ing been so extremely respeflful, and even 
kind, so unlike what she had supposed Val- 
mont capable of^ that she felt a reluctance to 
confess that she had rather proceed to London 
in the morning without him ; and, therefore, 
resolving to trust the event to any chance 
that might then arise in favour of her inclina^ 
lion, she sufifered him to depart without ac- 
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cepting^ or declining his offer of future ser- 
Tice. 

Arnica felt herself oppressed by cold^ by 
fatigue^ and by a want of nourishment^ and 
requested her hostess to make her some tea; 
Mrs. Powell was all attention and respect; 
and assuring Arnica that her best bed was well 
aired^ for that it had been slept ii^ two nights 
before by her husband's brother^ she made her 
some excellent tea, \vith which she procured 
her a ham sandwich^ and then attended her 
to her chamber. 

Sleep for some time refused to yisit hery 
the wanderings of her agitated mind drove 
off its approaches ; — ^how differently was she 
this night lodged to what she had been oa 
the preceding one ; but how blest was she 
in the possession of such a friend^ a more 
than father, as Mr. Leuwitzer; his image 
was the pleasing vision on which her imagi- 
nation princii)ally rested.; a considerable 
portion of it however was given to Mau- 
rice Stanton. — Lady Dellaval also entered 
her mind ; and she felt not a little gratitude 
to Sidney Valmont for his kindness that 
evening; his exertions in her cause had un- 
doubtedly not been very great individually 
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eotteidcred^ but According to the opinion 
which she had ever entertained of him, 
they had been great indeed ; at length sleep 
closed h^ eyes, and while we leave her to 
Ae enjoymetit of her repose, we hare a few 
words to say of Sidney V almont 

Besides the borough of Pliable, tihe Worm-- 
eaten family had in their gift a church living 
•f nearly three hundred a yeai^. — In a party 
in the neighbourhood of Richmond, where 
Sidney Yalmont was supping a couple of 
evenings before his rencontre with Arnica, he 
bdd heatd that the pre^nt incumbent of Uiis 
living, who waft an extrenrely old man, was 
Very ill, and supposed to be at the point of 
death. 

This iftfoirmation gladdened the heart of 
Sidney; he believed that through his inti- 
macy with Lady Delkval, he should i^and a 
very eJLcellent chance of Sir Jasper*is presen- 
tation, provided he presented himself in time 
MS a petitioner for Ibe situation ; and accord- 
ingly resolvitig not to lose an hour in prefer- 
ing his suit, he galloped off tm the follow^* 
ing morning, immediately afker breakfast, to^ 
London. — JnA as be reached Portman 
Square he saw a post chariot and four dxiv« 



twajr from the 4opr of l^ady Dellavgl'8 
koufi^^ and wh^^n he kooeked and enquired 
whom it contained^ he wan aot a little 8ur^ 
pcised to &nd, that }Mj DeUaval herself 
was soing out of town in it for some time ; 
and not a little disappointed at losing; ia 
her his mediatrix with her father. 

Howe'ver we have already seen that at 
Aough of noble Welch blood, Valmont's eif- 
jeumstances were such as to render it cohv«- 
aient to him to lose nothing for want of' 
askings and to this end he obtained an inter- 
view with the Baronet.. 

Sir Jasper supported the. true chara£isr oT 
a great man who hs« a faroux at his disposal,, 
by talking a great deal^ though he said no-^ 
things and raising those hopes which he had 
not the least intention of realizing. 

Valmoat had all his life moved in circles^ 
where he had seen flattery a most efficacioua^ 
weapon in the hands of those who had a de- 
sired point to carry^, and he wielded it as he 
believed in a most skilful manner over the sen- 
ses ot the Baronet. — He praised his taste^his 
dress, his dancing, and lastiy, (far Lady 
Buckhurst had taken care to publish the Ba<r 
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ronet's predileflion for her supposed daugh- 
ter) he extolled Arnica^ as the most fascinat- 
ing female ^hom he had ever beheld ; but 
studiously avoided a word which might in- 
form Sir Jasper that he was acquainted ivith 
his passion for her ; judging that such a disco- 
very on the part of the old beau, might ren- 
der him suspicious of all the adulative decla- 
rations to which he had for the space of 
three hours been alternatively pledging his 
soul and his honor. 

Touch but the chord which vibrates to the 
heart, and flattery is delicious to the ears of 
even those who have some idea that it is flat- 
tery they are listening to ; that is, if their 
minds be not of that strong nature of which 
the world is well ofi", if it can boast that one 
out of every hundred of the human beings 

which it contains, is possessed. The 

sound of Amica's name coupled with every 
enchanting grace, and every bewitching de- 
sire^ poured milk and honey through the 
veins of Sir Jasper, and as he listened, he 
began to approve her approver, and to con- 
fess his flame ; and before Valmont and he 
parted^ he promised with some degree of 
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sincerity^ to giye him tbe preference ta 
several other petitioners for the living 
whom he named to him; but leaving it 
doubtful Y^hether there might not be some- 
body else whom he might still place before 
him. 

On leaving the Baronet, Valmont pro- 
ceeded to Tattersall's for his profession of 
divinity did not prevent his dealing in 
horse-flesh also ; here he purchased a hun- 
ter, and was trotting home upon his bargain 
at the time he overtook the Richmond 
stage : — Haring safely lodged his new pur- 
chase in a livery stable at Richmond, and 
seen him served with a hot mesh, for many a 
man will attend upon his horse at supper 
who would not trouble himself to throw a 
crust to an hungry child ; he was returning 
to his own lodgings, when he discovered 
Arnica upon the steps before Mr. Leuwitzer's 
house. 

Impelled, equally by curiosity to learn 
what could be the cause of his beholding her 
in so strange a situation ; and by a sense of 
that protection which is due to every female 
in circumstances of distresis; he offered 
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himself as her protector to Mrs. Poweff^ii^ 
But no sooner was he acquainted with her 
present friendless state, than he was struck 
with the execrable idea of rendering her eir-^ 
cumstances subservient to his own interest. 

He considered^ that Sir Jasper had in all 
probability^ only entertained the idea of mar- 
rying Arnica, because, being too yiolentijr 
in love with her person, not to use every 
means for obtaining possession of it, he had 
had recourse to the only method by which he 
could expect to make the daughter of Lady 
Buckhurst his. — He considered^ that a man 
of Sir Jasper's chara^r would doubtless be 
better pleased to possess her on any |er«n3 
than those of marriage ; and he passed tbe 
night in reflecting whether there were na 
means by wfaiefa he might render himself 
instrumental in accomplishing this end foi? 
the Baronet; and make a deBiand of the 
living in return for his services.— JHe ap- 
plauded his own idea; but be perceived that 
it required infinite finesse to bring it to bear; 
because be saw it v^ery essential to his own 
chara^er and safety, if he undertook it at 
all, to conduct i^ in. such a manner as to 
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sbield himself from appearing to have had 
aay eoncem in its perpetratioo. He feared 
the laws of his countrj ; and he feared still 
more falling under the just resentment of 
Mr. Leuwitzer; for howerer the libertine 
i&aj deride the sedate principles of the man 
of'UiideTtating worthy he still feels the awe 
with which steady yirtue never fails to strike 
Vb6 mind ef rice^ although he may refuse 
openly to acknowledge such an impression 
to be made upon his. 

'' And IS this a clergyman V methinks 
I hear some of my readers exclaim^ who 
^viog tiie-isdves in honest purity of hearty 
Mievv otiber Human Beings to be what 
Aey appear^ and to act consistently with 
tl^rir professions ; — ^ Does our author draw 
^^ infamous trait of this nature in the cfaa* 
^^^r of a clergyman^ and still profess to 
^present men astibey are ?" '' Yes indeed, 
I geatle ri!kder^ be is bold enough to do si(^ 
^^ to believe that his portrait does not at 
*ll oVerstep the modestg of nature ; that is 
&e nature of the tinaes; for a Tery little 
^ observation upen the busy actors on the 
^tftge of \\^, has taught him that aa obsery^ 
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ance of the duties of religion is no more to 
be expected from a man because he lias 
assumed clerical orders^ than sound wisdom 
from the various sects of new philosophers. 
Those days of excellence are past (which if 
we do not believe to have existed^ we give 
the lie to those good old folks who are diffuse 
in expatiating on the degeneracy of the 
present age) when men were selected for 
their professions according to their abilities^ 
and acted strenuously up to their voluntary 
undertakings ; now the scarlet coat^ the gold 
headed cane^ the long robe^ atid the cassock 
are all assumed^ not with regard to the public 
utility^ but to private advantage.^AU do you 
say?'' again calls out my honest reader. 
" Yes all" replies the bold author, but do not 
misunderstand his adoption of the' word; 
when he says that all these professions are 
assumed at times by human beings who have 
no regard tfP ensuring their creditHbiy their 
own private conduct as members of thcjm; 
he mJfsLT from intending to convey an idea 

that there are not still mant/ professors of th^mn 

< 

aU, whos steady and brilliant principles add 
lustre to the cause in which they are em* 
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barked; and thanks Heaven that there anx 
those whose perseverance in the strait path 
of virtue, acts as a check upon the deviations 
of those w^ho err wantonly into the bye patht 
of vice. * 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Lodging House. 

An the morning a deep snow covered the 
ground ; Arnica awoke at an early hour^ and 
, asrsoon as it was lights she heard her host 
and hostess stirring. It still snowed heavily, 
and the fall during the night had been so 
considerable^ that Mr. Powell's first employ- 
ment was to clear it away from before the 
door- of his house in order tp make a passs^e 
into the street. 

Mrs. Powell entered Arnica's chamber; 
and telling^ her that she knew her to be awake 
by having heard her cough, begged her not 
to think of getting up, till she had prepared 
her a comfortable fire to come to in the par- 
lour, for that it was ^, perishing morning, and 
that she would be starved to deaUi in her 
cold house, if she left her bed before there 
was a good fire ready to receive her. 

Amica complied with the request of her 
hostess, and when Mrs. Pow^dl at length 
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called her to breakfast^ she requested her to 
ask her husband to go to the house adjoia* 
ingto Mr. Leuwitzer's^ and make inquiry 
of its inhabitants^ when Mrs. Sarah Oake» 
was expected to return ; — If her arrival in. 
the course of a day or two were certain^ she 
entertained some idea of rather awaiting 
her coming where she was^ than proceeding 
to take up her abode in the lodging-houso 
of Mrs. Acton> as she considered that in the 
quiet dwellii]^ of Mr. and Mrs, PoweU, she 
should be more free from observation and 
interruption than Hie could be in a house of 
that public nature in the metropolisr^ eyea 
under the projection of Mrs. Acton. 

In the course of half an hour Mr. Powell 
retarned with information that Mrs. Oakes 
was gone into Somersetshire^ and not expell- 
ed home yet in ten days ; and thai; the snow 
would effectually prevent the return of the 
iQaid servant^ as she was to have walked home 
^Tom her brother's^ about seven miles off. 

Arnica had no alternative ; she according- 
ly requested^ Mr. Powell once more to be her 
^iiHissenger^ and to go to an inn and order 
'^^f a post chaise to convey her to London; 
^t was already, nearly eleven o'clock^ and 
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she therefore desired him to beg that it migl 
arrive as soon as possible. 

Mr. Powell's embassy was fruitless; he 
learnt that every post horse kept in the town 
was out, except one pair, and these were 
already bespoken. — Scarcely had he delivered 
this intelligence to Amica, ere Sidney Val- 
mont entered the house, and having over- 
heard Mr. Powell's words as he ascended the 
stairs, his first address to Amrca was to in- 
form her that the single pair of horses which 
were at home, had been reserved by his order, • 
for her use. 

Arnica offered him her thanks, and beg- 
ged he would add to the obTigations under 
which she already lay to him, by dispatching^ 
a message to order the chaise immediately ta 
the door. 

When it arrived, Valmont declared him- 
self resolute in accompanying her : she be- 
sought him not to give himself any further 
trouble on her account, but he would not 
be shaken from his purpose, and followed her 
into the chaise. 

Previously to his entering it he had inquir- 
ed of Mrs. Powell where Mrs. Acton resided, 
and she had given hini the best instructions 
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she was able for finding her abode; she had 
never herself been at Mrs. Acton's house, 
but she kne\? that her brother's name^ to 
whom the hotel belonged, was Langford, 
and that the house was called by his name ; 
she knew also that it was situated in one of 
the streets branching off from the Strand, and 
believed it to be Cecil-street, or Craven- street, 
but could not exactly tell which: — Whilst 
\mica was tying together her bundle, Sidney 
Valmont had run out to give his directions 
to the postboy, and on his return had told 
her, that the lad was well acquainted with 
Langford's hotel, which information gave 
her great pleasure. 

Owing to the greatquantity of snow which 
had fallen, their progress with a single pair 
of horses was very slow, and when they reach- 
^ Piccadilly, it was already growing dusk ; 
the track however was more beaten in the 
streets than it had been upon the road,, and 
they proceeded along more swiftly; "We 
a^e now driving into the Strand," said Val* 
^ont, when they had quitted the Haymarket^ 
" ^^€z^. there is king Charles,'' pointing to 
^ equestrian statue as he spoke. 
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Presently the carriage took a turn \o 
left^ '^ In this street I &ncy is the hotel/' saidi 
Valmont. 

'^ Supdy not/' renlted Arnica^ '^ I sai?r 
Catherine street at the cornCT of it." 

'* You knaw Mrs. Powell was not quite 
certain About the name of the street,^' 
returned Valmont. ^* I dare say it is Ca- 
therine street; you know she said^ eitiher 
Cecil or Craven str^t a«d they all b^in ^ 
with a C " 

They now stopped before u house over 
the door of which tiie word hotel caught 
the eye of Arnica^ and she said, '' Yes, I sup- 
pose it roust be so/* 

Yalmont said he would go in, and in- 
quire; he let himself out of the chaise, 
and ran- into the house; in a few minutes 
he returned; " Yes," he cried, *' it is 
all right ; your friend is Just stepped 
out, but is expe6ied home iii a very 
few minutes— let me hand you out/' 

Arnica complied, and lighted by a wait- 
er, be led b^ into >.a room genteely fur-' 
isulied on the iBrst floor. — After about a 
couple of minutes 8tay> he toM her be was 
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happy to see her under the roof of a friend ; 
ibat i£ it was in his power at any future 
time to he of the least accommodation to her^ 
^ Would give him pleasure by commanding 
his services ; and having said this^ he took his 
feave. 

For about a quarter of an hour Arnica 
trandered about the apartment; at the expi- 
nftion of that time^ as Mrs. AGton did^not 
make her slppearance, judging that the wai- 
ters in the hurry of business mignt have for- 
gotten to inform her that there was any body 
^Niniting for her retnm> she rang the bell to 
ioquire. 
Almost immediately a waiter appeared. 
Is Mrs. A6ioii come back?" Arnica 
vodd have said, but before she could 
^tter the second word of her sentence^ 
he interrupted her by replying, '' NotV^ome 
yet. Ma'am; let you know the very in- 
stant;'* and precipitately retired again. 

Full another quarter of an hour pass^ 
^ay, and again beginning to suppose that 
her not seeing Mrs. A^on ^as caused by 
Wtne oBaissrton on the part of the servaMSj 
die stepped on the outside of the door 



96 IfUMAN BEINGS. 

in order to listen whether she could catch 
the sound of her voice; — she heard no 
sounds but what proceeded from the street; 
and on looking around her^ she perceived 
that she was in a kind of inclosed gallery^ 
which was lighted bj a lamp depend- 
ing from the ceiling; — the only door 
which she could discover, was one which 
from its situation she judged to shut out 
the stairs up which she had ascended. 

She endeavoured to open it, but was 
unable to effefil her purpose ; the door 
she discovered was either locked, or there 
was some art in moving the spring v^ith 
which she was unacquainted. 

After lingering in this passage a few 
minutes, she returned into the sitting room^ 
and was a second time upon the point 
of applying her hand to tb^ bell string, 
when she heard the door wBich she 
had not been able to open, move back 
upon its hinges, and the next moment 
tife same waiter whom she ha before 
seen, made his appearance, '' Now coin- 
ing up. Ma'am,'' he said^ and again r^' 
tired. 
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Arnica moved forward to receive^ as she 
expe£ied^ her old friend Mrs. A€loo^ but to 
her inconceivable astonishment^ was met at 
the door of the apartment bj---Sir Jasper* 
Wormeaten! 



^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 



A Stranger Introduced. 

• 

W E now return for a while to our friends 
Mr. Leuwitzer and Maurice Stanton; a 
prosperous voyage^ although by no means a 
speedy one» brought them at the end of five 
days to Cuxhaven ; and afler a night of 
repose, for the time of their landing was 
late in the evening, they proceeded to 
Hamburp-. 

Every breast of feeling is capable of draw- 
ing for itself the portrait of the widowed mo- 
ther weeping over her fatherless children, 
and lamenting the untimedy death of a belov- 
ed husband; such did Mr. Leuwitzer find* 
his sister Adelaide : when he entered her 
presence she fell upon his neck, and for a 
consideri^ble time they both continued unable 
to address each other — at length Mrs. Wei* 
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tear exclaimed," Excellent brother! how kind 
is it in you thus to have flown to my sup- 
port and relief!" 

Mr. Leuwitzerwas no friend to tha-tstor- 
cism uoder tlje privation of our nearest 
friends, or dearest relatives, v^hich is bj 
some Human Beings termed philosophy; 
hut which he could not forbear considering 
as a sentiment more closely allied to« want 
of feeling ; and joined with his sister in la- 
menting the death of him who had so sudden- 
ly been snatched from them. 

When their minds had gained some degree 
of composure, he informed her of his in- 
tention of carrying back herself ano her 
children with him to England, and rect^iving 
them into his own family ; intelligence which 
Adelaide heard with no less gratitude lh»in 
Joy, for the country which had given birth to 
her mother, was the one which she pr;*fer- 
ed; and it was perhaps the only idea which 
could at that time have communicated a plea* 
«ttrable sensatipn to her heart, to refle6i that 
her children would be reared upon her favou- 
rite soil. 

From this subject Mr. Leuwitzer proceed- 
t^ to inquire how the forrangemeuts hud 

-F 2 
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been made ' ibr the funeral of the deceased* 
'^You must have been inadequate to the 
undertaking yourself^ my dear Adelaide,'' said 
he, *^ but I suppose you have had the assist^ 
ance of some friend/' 

'' Of a most worthy, a most valtfed 
friend," she replied. '^ One ^vho has most 
tenderly supplied 4o me the place of a 

brother, since the tinhappy" ^the !•©- 

mainder of her sentence was lost in her 
tears. 

'' Who is the excellent liian,'* asked 
Mr. Leuwitzer, '^ who deserves my grati- 
tude for the attentions which he has shewn to 
you?" 

^' He is," returned Mrs. Weimar, '^ a natite 
of my best beloved country, an Englishman^ 
his name is Forrester ; we became acquainted 
with him at the New Spa, where W:e paissed 
a few weeks last Spring; and where it so 
chanced^ that he lodged in the same house 
withtis." 

Mrs. Weimar proceeded ^:o say that ter 
husband bad been extremely pleased with the 
acquaintance which he had formed with the 
English stranger, and learning from him 
tliat he intended to pass the ensuing win^r 



HtfMAK BEJN£I8« 101 

ill the qily -of Hamburg, ha4,giy6n' him a very 
warm inyitp.tion to speqd^ ap much of his 
time as. was agreeal>le to him at his. bouses— 
Mr, Forrester had arrived ia Hambui^ in 
the i^Qnth of September, ^nd hired apart- 
n^eiits in the Mime street 'whiyre they lived, 
a circiimstanee which had considerably fa- 
voured their intimacy; — Mr. Weimar had 
sbevi^n him many civilities^ UQd he had repaid 
them by his friendly attentiuns to ber^etf since 
his death. 

She had scarcely conclcded her account 
before Mr. Forrester was ani^ounced ; — whrn 
he entered the apartment, Mr. LeuvviiJJer 
perceived i^ him a tall man of elegant jnan- 
i^ers, and a handsome person^ who appear- 
ed about forty-eight or fifty years of, age i 
he wore his own hair, through whifeh a 
«mall quantity of powder had he^a cctob- 
ed; and he was dressed entirely in bl%acky 

An introdu6lion immediately took ^place, 
and in the conversation which ensued^ ]M[r. 
I^uwitzer discovered his new acquaintance 
to be not only a man of a sound understaVid^ 
ing, and an enlightened mind, but one whose \ 
every word and a6yoi\ were those of the ^ 
accomplished gentleman : our benevoleat 

f3 



102 HITMAN BEINGS. 

Cerman, who ever considered tenderness of 
heart as one of the raost meritorious of hu- 
man qualities^ and whose opinion it likewise 
was, that whosoever was deserving of praise 
from the good, was treated b^' them with 
unjustifiable coldness if he did not receive 
their open commendations^ expressed with 
all the warmth of unafie^led gratitude to 
Mr. Forrester, the sense of the obligation 
with which he felt himself impressed hy hit 
friendly condu6) to his sister. 

Mr. Forrester replied, " Although, Sir, I 
have now the pleasure of beholding you for 
the fir^sl time, I have long since been acquaint* 
ed with }'our charafter from the lips of the 
amiable Mrs. Weimar; and I do not blush to 
CDnfe.^8 that I experience a gratification in 
having performed any a^ion which merits the 
approbation of Mr. I-.euwitzer.'* 

Fjvery arrangement for the funeral of Mr. 
^^ tittids had been made by Mr. Forrester, 
who had thus relieved his widow from expe- 
riencing those soul -harrowing sensations 
^hich must have arisen from her having been 
compelled to attend in person to so affli^Hng 
a business ; accordingly on the succeeding 
d^ay the interment, which had been delayed 
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till the arrival of Mr. Leuwitzer> that he 
might attend it in the chara£ler of chief 
mourner^ as brother in law to the deceased^ 
t^ok place; Maurice Stanton and Mr. For- . 
Tester likewise followed the corpse to the 
grave; and M^lien this day of solemnity 
was past^ Mr. Leuwitzer began his re- 
searches after some coniideatial person capa- 
ble of conducting the concerns of his com-- 
mercial house. 

As Mr. Leuwitzer and Mr. Forr^ter gain* 
ed a farther knowledge of each other^ the 
latter attached himself as strongly to our 
good GermaUi as he had before been to his 
sister and her deceased husband; and Mr. 
Leuwitzer discovered a deje6iion of spirits 
in his new friend^ which at their first intro- 
du6lion to each other^ he had supposed to b« 
caused only by the temporary gloom thrown 
over .the family in which he was taking 
upon himself the part of an a6live friend ; 
but which he soon foynd to .be habi- 
tual. 

One evening when they happened to be 
left alone, the conversation led Mr. Forrester 
to remark^ that he had now been twelve 
years upon the contfaent without having 

F 4 
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ohce TiflStea^ Bi^kild ia t£& Mwm of Ihaf 
time." 

" Db 'yon tlicn so iBfiiiitdj pWfer erery 
other country lb jour native land^^'' nsfti^ 
Mr. L^uwitzer. 

'^ Oh no, by no mean*^** r^t^ecl Mr. Foi^ 
rester, '^ but there are eatisfes ^listing wbK^h 
would ^ithhbld me from e^^peritenciil^ any 
d<?g(ee of ebmfort, wtefe I to reside tHer^ ; 
and therefore I adapt mj feelings to ]v^iiA^ 
cut of it-;*' — y/h\th vfot4§ Wiere spbk^H m a 
melancholj tone that eyidently confessed tbe 
utte^er to be a sufibrer from soine hidden 
cause : — this emotion did not escape the pe- 
netratmg eye of Mr. LeurwitAet, and witfr 
the generosity and feeling natUMt to his cbd^ 
ra£ler^ he ftel^^ghfrMr. Forrestei^ to inform 
bim \^'hether there we^ tmy toeans by ^^bic^b 
i( could Ib^' in hh p^wer t6 <«xtrieate him 
from tho^ difficultfes in ^hieh ba bad coir-^ 
fessed tifnself tO;fte invoit^d. , 

Acknowledging in^ tile most gral^fol fnaasK 
ner the kindness of Mr. Leuwitzer, Mr. Fot- 
rester replied, '' Judge fne not too proud. Sir, 
to accept friendly offices at the hands of any 
of my fellow beings, much less from those 
of a man like yourself, whose eha]?a3er and 
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V^hose beart I venerate ; — the only reason 
therefore why I withhold from you tjie tale 
of my misfortunes, is, because, it is not ia 
the power of any human being to^render nie 
service, or to extricate me from the circle of 
affli6lion by which I am encompassed/' 

" But it may be in my power to offer yon 
consolation or advice," said Mr. Leuwitzer. 

'^ I am convinced," returned Mr. For- 
rester, '' that you do not inquire into my 
history from motives of idle curiosity. I 
should^ therefore, be very unkindly repay- 
ing a mind of feeling like yours, merely to 
excite its sympathy in circumstances of 
which it cannot alleviate the bitterness ; such 
conldu6i would exhibit a selfishness of dispo- 
sition for which I should dislike myself; — do 
not press me, into rendering myself more at 
variance with my own feelings than I al- 
ready am ;" — and evidently struggling with 
refle6lions which he wished to subdue and 
to divert, he took up a book from the table, 
and efie6iually gave a turn to the conversar 
tion by asking the opinion of his companion 
upon a certain passage to which he turned. 

At the expiration of about a mon^h, Mr. 
Leuwitzer having procured a person of con- 
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fidence with whom to entrust the temporary 
concerns of his mercantile house, had fi^^ed 
upon a day for embarking for England with 
his sister and her children, when he one after- 
noon received a note from Mr. Forrester, re- 
questing him to pass a few hours that even- 
ing at his apartments, as he was desirous of 
holding with him some private conversa* 
tion. 

Mr. Leuwitzer accepted the invitation, 
and wLen he entered the sitting-room of his 
new acquaintance, Mr. Forrester rose, and 
extending towards him his hand, thanked 
him in a most cordial manner foi* his visit, 
aiid when he had seated him by the fire, he 
proceeded to say, ^' Since the time when you 
pressed me to impart to you the causes which 
had driven me from my native country ; not 
le s n j][^rjtilude for the concern which you 
ex i used for my happiness, than from indul* 
g we to my own feelings, which sele6l you 
in preference to all other beings, when con- 
f dence is to be reposed ; I resolved that 
should future events ever present me with 
any motive for divulging the secrets of my 
neart, to claim the ofler I had received from 
yoi . of giving them your attention. — Litife 
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did I; then imagine how near that hour was 
in its approach — it is already come*— I shall 
return with jou to England — I have been 
a6luated in my determination by the paper 
which 1 now hold in my hand/' 

This was a London newspaper^ with seve- 
ral of which Mr. Forrester was regularly 
supplied^ and which as be spoke^ he laid 
down upon the table before Mr. Leuwitzer^ 
pointing with bis finger to the following ad* 
\ertisemeut ; — 

" LORD ABBERVILLE. 

" If Lord Abberville, possessor of the' 
' Woodland manor in Herts, be still in exist- 
\ence, and will stretchout his hand to rescue 
' from an impending misfortune, Hamilton 
^ Byecroft and his son Edward; the former 
' most solemnly pledges himself in return 
' for Lord Abbervilie's assistance, to make to 
' him a disclosure of the utmost importance 
' to his happiness. — Apply for the adver- 
' tisers immediately to Mr. Elves, Attorney, 
^ Chancery Lane, London/^ 

*^ And does this advertl cment/' said Mr* 

leuwitzer, ^' occasion your return ta JBng* 

iu.d ?'' 
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^' Yei, it dtetr Replied Mr. Fonwter; 

*' fe ft tlr^tt peftdible^ that you are jowaeir 
hbfA AbberVillfc ?" inquired Mr. Leuwitzer* 

Ml', ^otttsttr'i^ tt^y was in the affinsaf^ 
tive. 

^' Iddced!" etcMmed Mr, Lcuwitecr^ 
^' the caui^ itlust hav^ been a most powerfni 
one^ ^hich could h'ai^ induced a man of 
jotit tktik and possesetoiis to have renooaced 
his coiitttry/' 

'^ It was a mighty, a griero^s^ aa tuapa^ 
ralleled case of woe \" answered Mr. For- 
rester, *' but you will hear in the course of 
my narrative, to which I am going to re- 
quest your attention;, whence' it arose, and 
by what means it gained sufficient strength 
to exile me from my native land. — Deem me 
not, generous man, now guilty of that selfish- 
ness which I once abjured, because I confide 
to you my history at a moment when the ad- 
vice of a friend will be most essential to 
my future felicity ; I confess that it is be- 
cause we are too often incompetent judges 
of our own conduct, that I now lay open 
my case to your friendly hearing/' 

^' I have offered myself as your friend,'* re- 
plied Mr. Leuwitzer, '' in gratitude for thc^ 
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kind offices which my sister has received at 
your hands ;-^friend is a sacred name which 
I neyer ase without meaning rr— begin your 
explanation with a firm reliance on the in* 
terest I take in your welfare." 

'^ It is impossible forme to describe to 
you/* rejoined Mr. Forrester, " the variety 
of confused ideas with which this advertise- 
raent fills my brain ; at one moment, hopes 
of a flattering natuie crowd into it ; — at the 
next^ dreadful phantoms of increased misery 
harrow up my soul ; — ^but I will endeavour 
to compose myself, and give you a clue to 
the surprise with which you see me afiected^ 
by conmieacing my short history/' 

After a pause, during which Mr. Leuwitzer 
reperused the advertisement contained in the 
newspaper. Lord Abberville, for as such we 
nmst hence forward know him, began his 
recital in the following words : — 

*^ Tlnyse events from wrfaich the most afflict- 
ing situations of life arise, are usually of a 
sinple nature, unattended by the marvellous; 
lucfa you will find my htstoi'y. 

'^ I am the only son of the late Xrord Ab- 
berville; at seventeen I had the ousfortune 
to be an orphan — my guardianship devolved 
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upon an uncle of my mother's, who exe- 
cuted tl^e trust reposed in him by my deceased 
parents with fidelity. In less than a year 
after the death of my father I was placed at 
Oxf >rd ; during the period of my residence 
at college^ my life was passed much in the 
common routine of university students, that 
is, in a great deal of pleasure, and very little 
application to study. — I was, however, I be- 
*^ lie\e rather more partial to my books than 
most young men of my age, situated as I 
was, would have been; and infinitely less 
puffed up by the vanities of my wealth and 
title, than was to be expected from a human 
being, backing like myself in the sunshine of 
fortune. _ 

" W hen I was approaching towards the 
completion of my twenty-first year, I was in- 
formed that it would be deemed a necessary 
compliment to the county in whic h I wa» 
going to reside, to solemnize the joyful event 
by giving an entertainment to the neighbour- 
ing families : I accordingly issued invitations 
for a ball and supper, to all families of con- 
dition within twenty miles of my estate; de- 
puting Hiy Steward tv) publish to the inferior 
rauiis of society, that a feast would be pre« 
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pared for them upon the lawn in the front of 
my mansion, where they should be plente- 
bus]y regaled under tents erected for their 
accommodation, with slices from an ox roast- 
ed whole, and draughts from barrels of ten 
year old October. 

'^ The day and night passed off with the 
utmost festivity and mirth. 

^' On the following morning, in a walk I 
was taking through the village, accident led^ 
me past a neat little dwelling of peculiar 
beauty and simplicity ; at the moment of my 
appfoaching it, I perceived a young female 
of a most interesting appearance, employed 
in distributing various little gifts to a large 
group of children, who were collected, with 
smiles on their faces, upon a grass plot be- 
fore the house: — the scene was one of that 
interesting nati;re from which I had not re- 
solution immediately to withdraw myself, 
and I inquired of my steward, who was by 
mj side, what was the name of the young 
woman I belield ?" 

Georgina Howard, one of the worthiest as 
well as the handsomest of girls. Sir,'* he re- 
plied. " Georgina Howard is her name;- 
poor thing, she is the child of naisfortune/*^ 
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'' How SO ?" I asked^ '' who arc her pa-? 
rents?" 

" She has but one alWe,'* was the an- 
swer of my steward ; '' her father^ who is a 
disabled soldier^ was a Lieutenant in a 
marching regiment in the American wfir; 
an affectionate wife was the companion of 

his marches ; at the si^e of he had 

the misfortune to have his leg taken. off* bj 
a cannon ball; he was carried to his tent, 
and whilst his wife was administering to his 
relief she was shot dead at his feet :^ — he re* 
turned to England with his child^ disabled 
for service, and has retired upon his half pay 
to this cottage.'^ 

The interest which the appearance of 
Georgiua had excited in my hearty was in- 
finitely increased by the mournful sketch 
which had been given me of her history;' 
and I determined to introduce myself to her 
and her father ; and make them an offer of 
any services which it might be in my power 
to render them ; — I considered however that 
it would be adviseable to defer my visit to 
some future time^ as my presence at this mo^ 
ment would in all probability only discomr 
pose the happiness of the hour, both lo 
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Geor^riaf, and to her juvenile friends; — I 
therefore passed quickly on, inquiring of my' 
steward whether he knew on what occasion 
she was distributing her presents to the young 
villagers; he informed me that he understood 
it was in commemoration of( her birth-day ; 
and directed my sight to a garland of flowers 
which they had dressed in honour of her, 
and suspfeiided between two y«w trees, which 
were plated on either side of the entrance to 
a liHle garden in front of the house in which 
she dwelt. 

" How giisat a contrast, I immediately be- 
ga4i to reflect^ was thisre between the solem- 
aitotion of the birth-day of this daughter of 
innocence and myself; the son of splendor, 
and of pcfmp ! and this couMderation was . 
followed by a wish to ascertain which of 
these two solemnizations had been produc- 
tive of the greater share of happiness. — 
There could be no deception in the smiles 
of the youthful throng now surrounding 
Georgina; but beneath those which had 
covered the faces of the guests who had been 
assembled on the like occasion at my man- 
si(yti, had doubtless lurked envy, dissatisfac- 
tion^ and an infinity more of those passions i 
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\^bicli forbid the great and fashionable to 
taste tin Iloyed pleasure. — Huw much more 
rn viable a human being then was Georgina 
on her birth-da} , than I had been on mine ! 
I had held f(>rth to my guests expectations 
of the gTfalest enjoyment, \^hich, according 
to the private calculAlions of my own heart, 
were probably realized in the. breasts of 
very few of them ; — Georgina had pro- 
mised very little to those whom she was 
entertaining, and had succeeded in making 
them all superlatively happy. 

'^ How exquisite appeared to me her sim** 
pie manners and native charms, when com- 
pared with the artificial conduct and 
assumed graces, of such women as I bad 
heard extolled by the votaries of fashion 
as the pre-eminent goddesses of its fantastic 
empire^ 

'' From that moment an interest in the fate 
cf Georgina Howard was excited in my 
heart; an interest which will only cease to 
exist when death snaps the chord of feeling : 
— but at that moment my ideas concerning 
her were not of a tenderer nature, than that 
it had afforded me the highest gratification 
to contemplate her person; and that I anti^ 
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eipated with pleasure the idea of being in- 

I trodij. eJ to her acquaintance. . 

" On the succeeding day, I sent nrij 

I steward^ who I found had a slifj^ht acquaint- 
ance with Lieutenant Howard, to inform him ' 
and his daughter, that as I had discovered 
t^iem to be my neighbours, it was my wish to 
be known to them, and that I would call 
upon them that morning, if they had no ob- 
jefiiion to receiving my \isit. 

'^ A polite message was returned to my in*- 

quiry ; and at the hour of noon, I set out for 

the rustic dwelling of the old soldier; — 

Georgina and her father bade the welcome ia 

terms which, although intended to convey^ 

that they considered themselves honoured by 

my call, were still entirely devoid of the^ 

meanness of flattery, or the confusion of low 

bred manners: I remained with them a con* 

siderable time, gave them a most cordial and 

pressing invitation to visit me ; offered them 

the produce of my gardens; and in short de*/ 

parted from them with extreme relufilance ;' 

80 much was I pleased with the open honesty 

of the father's charaSer, and the manners ot 

the daughter, which were retiring without 
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basbfolness; simple^ yet expressive of aix 
enlightened mind. 

*^ The health of the old soldier was very 
indifferent; and the remainder of his ampu- 
tated leg, which had been too soon exposed 
to the cold after the operation had taken 
place^ very painful when he attempted to 
move upon it; he therefore very seldom 
stirred bej'ond the limits of his little garden ; 
and on this account, I receited only one 
visit from him^ as he seemed to consider- that 
he was giving me an unwarrantable trouble^ 
in sending my carriage to convey him to my 
mansion : he ever expressed the greaitest pl/ea^ 
sure at receiving visits from me, and as I de- 
rived a real satisfaction from increasing my 
acquaintance with him^ I wa& not by aiiy 
means slow in accepting his invitations. 

I found Lieutenant Howard to he by 
/^r the pleasantest of my neighbours; his edu- 
cation was good, his refle£lions upon men 
and manners just and acute ; bis anecdotes 
were of the most entertaining and instri|6live 
nature ; he had served abroad in three cam* 
paigns, without the means of purchasing an 
advancement in his profession ; and was ulti- 
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mately obliged to retire a cripple and sup«^ 
port himself and his child upon the slender 
stipend of a lieutenant's half-pay. 

'^ As my acquaintance ^ith his Ttrtuei 
and his situation grew^ my tenderest feel* 
ings were awakened towards his lot ; aiid I 
could have wept for the hardness of tiiat 
man's heart \vho would not hare dropped a 
tear at hearing the old soldier recount the 
events of that day^ when stretched in agony 
upon the earth heneath his tent^ be be- 
held the beloved mother of his chiM^ struck 
by the relentless hand of deaths fall 4i corpse 
at his feet!'' 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



Jlie Root of True Lore is Friendship. 

ZtLBOUT six months after the commenee- 
meat of my acquaintance with the Howards, 
Georgina ^as invited by a relation of her de- 
ceased mother's, to pass a few weeks at her 
house in Berkshire; her j^jtiier had pressed 
her to accept the invitation^;; Georgina wish- 
cd to decline it ; " She could not/' she said, 
^^ bear the idea of leaving him, for perhaps 
more than a month, alone :" — his wish how- 
ever over ruled hers; he was desirous tha^ 
she should gain a little more acquaintance 
with the world and society, than she already 
possessed, and therefore almost commanded 
her to avail herself of the present opportu- 
nity for improving her knowledge of both. 

^' I was present at one of their amicable 
controversies, and I promised that if she 
would consent to take the few weeks plea- 
sure which was offered to her, that I would 
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be her father's very frequent visitor, atid 
pass my evenings with him as often as lay 
in my power ; a promise which she received 
with delight, and which I religiously kept. 

*' Six w^eks had heea fixed as the period 

of Georgina's absence from home; at the 

expiration of five of them, as I >v.is one day 

in conversation- with her father, I said, ^^ You 

are now no doubt thinkingauxiojisly of your 

daughter's return;'* — he smiled while I 

'Spok<», and maintained a few moments of 

silence when I bad ceased ; he then repliedj 

" Yes, S.r, yes, I do indeed, an J she has given 

me a subje6l for thought, more than I am aC-^ 

customed to." 

"What is that?" I asked. 
*' I am a man of few words," returned 
Howard, " I am unconscious whether or not 
the sentiments of my heart have been appa- 
rent to you, but I have felt myself veiy 
much flattered by the friendship which you 
have shewn to myself and ray daughter since 
your residence he I'e; and I should consider 
you to add a Tefy important favour to the 
list of those which we have already received 
from you, if you vfrouid give me your ad- 
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vice upon a point whemn Geoi^na'8 * hap- 
piness is materially concerned/' 

I did not immediately reply; and headded, 
*' She has during her absence from me^ l»d 
an offer of marriage made to her :^^ have 
been a long ^hile from Ei^land ; I aoi e^^ 
tirely unacquainted with the npii^genec^.* 
tioo ; and I wish to be asured that ti»e vwct 
to whom my daughter g^ves Imht Ivwd, »#s 
possessed both of principle , and of ^ Hie^s 
<>f supporting her with craditand cQQffort: 
'^-'to youj Sir^ he is probably JknoMm^. as ^ I 
understand he studied at Oxfardj much^out 
the time that I judge you were a m@in.^r pf 
that university yourself." 

Pray what is his name ?'' X^ked. 
Ryeeroft/Vwas the i^y^ ^\JAu Rye- 
croft. 

'^ I know but one of that name/' I.r^uii9t- 
ed^ '^ and he is a married man/' 

*^ This gentleman^ my -daugl^ter. infoms 
. me^ is a widower/' replied Mr. Howard/ 
^' whose wife died about tf^n months ago." 

'' Has. he a boy of .a))aut ^hree years d^d ?" 
I asked. 

*^ Yes he has/' aww^^ the old soldier. 
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^ And is the christian name of Mr. Rye- 
crafty Hamrtton f " I went an inquiring. 

*' It is," repljied Mr. Howard^ *' and that 
of his little boy, Edward.'* 

'^ Tbis information confirmed to me> that 
it was the same Ryecroft, who had been my 
Mlow student at the university, who was a 
second time become an unshackled man, and 
had rproposed himself as the husband of 
Oeo^ina : — ^the Lieutenant perceived that I 
knew him, and earnestly besought me to give 
him my real opinion of his chara^r :-*^it 
was one of the most unpleasant questions 
that I ever had advanced to me. 

'^ When I first became acquainted with 
him, which was in consequence of our being 
members of the same college, Ryecroft, who 
veas nearly three years older than myself, had 
already kept a couple of terms; he was like 
rayself an orphan ; he was in possession of a 
tolerable fortune, and appearing as if he 
either were unacquainted with the value of 
money> or considered it to be capable of pro- 
ducing no joy to its possessor but that of 
scattering it out of his purse with the most 
vvanton extravagance; the prodigality of 
jRyecroft was proverbial ; and even by thoie 
Vol. IIL G 
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who were accounted the freest livers, Rye- 
croft was quoted as a libertine of a superior 
kind — playing, wine, and the society of wo" 
men of corrupt morals, engaged his whole 
ideas, and alone gave delight to his feelings ; 
— craft was the pre-eminent quality of his 
mind ; and the combination of vicio|is incli- 
nations, and cunning sense, by the assistance 
which they lent to each other in procuring^ 
the gratification of their possessor, had rooted 
out from his mind every lingering particle of 
morality. 

'* In the course of half a year after my be- 
coming acquainted, with him he was intro- 
duced at a public assembly, to a ^ young girl 
of not more than seventeen years of age, j the 
niece of a master of ond^^o^the colleges: — 
He had learnt that by an unaccountable 
clause in the will of an uncle who was lately 
dead^ seven thousand pounds had been be- 
queathed to her, upon the strange condition 
of her husband being put into possession of it 
the mi.ment she should become a wife ; — 
Urged by the joint temptation of the legacy^ 
and the temporary notoriety, which a cir- 
cumstance of the* kind would occasion to ^ 
the parties concerned in it, he persuadedth^ 
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ill-advised girl to elope with him : — They 
wete pursued, but fruitlessly. Rjecroft 
gained a wife, and theseven thousand pounds ; 
but at the instigation of his wife's uncle, who 
proved irreconcileable to the offence of hii 
.tfiece, he was rusticated. 

" This sentence produced no effefil upon 
his feelings, it merely changed his plans; 
instead of pursuing the studies requisite fpr* 
.the profession which he had previously to 
this occurrence intended to embrace,^he now 
Jesolved to live an independent man upon 
the united property of himself and his wife 
— He accordingly provided himself with a 
handsome house, a carriage, horses, servants, 
and every luxury ; condu6ling his establish- 
ment in a manner, which to every mind but 
his own, appeared to threaten to reduce him 
in a very small number of years to a much 
worse state of dependence than thai of the 
exercise of a. profession. 

'' Since Ryecroft's marriage I had only 
once seen him, which had been at a public 
ball at Oxford, to which he hid brought his 
wife from a species of bravado towards her 
<^ended uncle : — I had repeatedly heard, 

g2 
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ffittt he wa« tk gtenit a profligtite tis ever, grout- 
ing bdurly mofe acidified to play ; ihd (hat 
hist^ife was a ytiy iilihappj woman : — frdm 
Mr. Howard^s iaceouilt it appe%Kted^ that she 
Was now f^ledsed frbin her da^thly cares, and 
her motherless boy left to the gtiatdiatisliip of 
an unprihtiiplM father. 

'' I patfeed upon the old li^iitenatifs ques- 
lion : — U ihdn cantrot be placed in a ihore de- 
licate, or tinplettsdnt situation than that of 
being Called u^ron togitehts adtice in an af- 
fair 6f faatritiiony, \vh^n he considers one of 
the parties \vho se^fc to fortii this union, un- 
^6rthy of ttie pos^esfeion of the other. — ^The 
feniate h generally offehd^d at hearing any 
thing to the discredit of ftie man 1*bo addres- 
ses her, even if it be to ^ave her frt)m eveMual 
i^uin; — ^and ah trnpri'ncij)ted man will never 
fbrgive a third person fdr haviftg spoken the 
trirth of him : — I had however seen so many 
instances of Georgina's excellent sense, and 
ifc^oVthy disposition, that I trusted she would 
be grateful to me, fbr atiy itiformation which 
Imight cbrivey to hfer father for the regula- 
tion of hfer ffiture icoridua,- atid Ry^rdftl 
considered as a rticn of such abje6i prind- 

ples, that it was immaterial whether he 

1 



were pleased^ ox offeiMled with wy interpp* 
sition. 

'' I therefore judged it my duty npt to 
withhold such knowledge as \ W£^ pp^essed 
oi^ from an old man an:|iou8 fox tl^e fate of 
an only child^ in whose felicity hi^ so^l w^| 
entirelj^ wrapt up, but I at thje ^an^ip time ob- 
tained his promise not to be hastily guide^ ia 
rejefiting Ryecroft's offer by wh^ I h^ cam- 
municaled to him, but to let his depi^ipn resf 
in suspense till I had written to spiae gf my 
acquaintance who knew hiu^ bett|S|r th^ .my- 
self^ and had obtained their fipswer^ to ipy 
inquiries ; as it was by no means ip[)po3$ib]l^ 
that the progress of time mighj; h^ve wpr^- 
ed a change in his charaS^jr aOid dispo- 
sition. 

'^ Before a reply to these inquir/e^ r^obed 
pie^ Georgina returned home^ fin<^ ia fk 
couple of days she was followed by Ry«- 
crofl^ who was come to lay his sui^t before 
her father: — The old Soldier candidly ia- 
formed him of the truth ; ^^-Heha^/' h^ sai4 
'' engaged a friend to make such inquiries in* 
to his chara6ier^ and circumstances^ as muset 
be satisfa6iorily answered before he cQvk^ 

' G 3 
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give his consent to bis becoming tbe husband 
of his daughter." 

'' I \^iil make her a handsome settlement:^ 
Sir/' said R^ecroft. 

" A kind, and worthy protefiior to 
supply to her my place in case of my 
decease, is the most material benefit which I 
wish her' to derive from matrimony; to this 
consideratiou a marriage settlement is in my 
estimation a secondary consideration/' an- 
swered Mr. Howard. 

''In reply to this declaration Ryecroft; 
talked loudly of his unbounded affeClion for 
Georgina, and defied any existing bring 
^0 produce^a proof of his condu6l having 
ever been other' than that of a gentleman ; 
or to cast a slur upon his honour. 

'^ This assertion was by no ineans a satis- 
fa6iory one to the worthy Lieutenant; he 
was well acquainted with the di8tin6lion be* 
tween honour and honesty ; and that the 
gentleman commits many a6iions at which 
the heart of the honest man would revolt. 

'^ Ryecroft's person was good ; his manners 
specious; he was the first man who had ever 
paid Georgina attentions of the nature which 
lie had shewn her ; — ehe was acquainted witli 
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her father's wish of seeing her provided with 
a lawful protestor before the hand of death 
should call him from fulfilling that office to 
her in his own person ; — Iljecroft appeared 
to her the man introduced to her by fate for 
this very purpose; and, therefore, from a 
combination of circumstances^ rather than a 
decided preference for the man^ she had per- 
mitted Rjecroft to lay his proposals before 
her father. 

'^ On the part of Ryecroft, a gust of sud- 
den passion for the person of Georgina had 
seized him, and unacquainted with the re- 
straint of his inclinations^ he had sought their 
gratification in proposing himself as her hus- 
band ; in which chara6ler he was convinced 
he could alone attain the completion of his 
desires. 

'^ Ryecroft had taken up his abode at the 
inn in the village ; on the evening of his ar- 
rival I met him near my park-gate as Iwas 
returning home with my dogs from shoot- 
ing; — he instantly crossed the road •and 
came up to me; I returned his salutation 
with politeness^ but with coolness : — amidst 
his other qualities, I knew him to be a pro- 
fessed spunger ; and not being a man suffici- 

G 4 
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ently to my liking for me to endure the idea 
of seeing him at my house in that chara£ler> 
I took this method of shewing him my in-^ 
tention. 

" In the course of a very few days after 
his arriyal in Hertfordshire^ J received a de- 
cisive reply to one of my letters ; it was from 
a man in years^ a clergyman of the greatest 
respe6lability^ and unblemished chara6ler^ the 
friend of virtue and of truths who feared not 
the reproaches of the libertine. '' Were I 
the father of a marriageable daughter/^ he 
said^ *' no inducement should tempt me to 
give her to a man of Mr. Ryecroft's immo- 
ral cfaara3er'/' — my friend wafi o«e of those 
men who never wish to conceai arn^pimo« 
by the promulgation of which they may serve 
the interests of an obje6^ worthy of theijr »»* 
gard; and he concluded hk episfle with 
giving me his permission to shew wimt he 
had written to Mr. Howard^ whose sUuatioa 
I had described to him ; and knowii^ bim 
to be sheltered both hy his age^ and his cleri- 
cal chara6ler from the resentmettt of Rye- 
croft^ I did aot scruple to wcloio his letter ta 
tlie eld lieutenant. 
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" Mr\ Howard was alone with his daughter 
whon my packet reached him ; he had already 
cwmLUQicated to her what had passed between 
hioiself and me comceraiog Ryecroft ; and she 
was therefore in sQoaemeastUjre prepared toleara 
titat she pould not uWte herself with him^ w^h 
^ expe^ation o^ /their ixaioxt being produc- 
tive of happiness; thus h^r feelings were not 
taken by aurpri^. — H^d her inclinations to- 
WMd» Ryecroft beien stronger than they were, 
her iadqcation (ii^d been vof that pure nature 
\«hioh would noit ba^ve allowed her to hesL- 
(aie one. .moment about the reje<Slion of a 
man in whose charaS:ar there were points 
of flagrant repmbenaibility ; a iiery short 
period therefoie after this convi6lion bad 
b<^n conveyed to her mind, she exerted 
herself i^ufiiiC^ently to sit down under the in-- 
8t£u£tiou of b^ i&ther, to inderti6i by letter 
the future visiM and .hopes of Ryecroft* 

" Ere the letter was caricluded, Ryecroft 
himself entered the house; Georgina he^rd 
his step, and starting up from her task, fled 
precipitately from the apartment. When 
Ryecroft entered it he perceived a gloom 
colle3>ed on the brow of the old soldier, 
which he could not forbear imagining bore 

G 5 
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8ome reference to himself; — Mr. Howard 
was conscious that' it was observed by him^ 
and incompetent to an act of hypocrisy^ he 
judged it to be immaterial whether the ex- 
planation came from his lips, or from the 
pen of Georgina ; and accordingly proceed- 
ed to state to Ryecroft^ what she had beea 
employed in writing. 

" No sooner did Mr. Howard cease speak- 
ings than Ryecroft began to confirm the 
accusations laid to his charge^ by displaying 
some of the shades of his character ; execrat- 
ing in the most prophane terms those wha 
he protested had slandered him; he de- 
manded of Mr. Howard in the most vehe- 
ment manner, upon whose authority he dared* 
to reject his alliance on the plea of his im- 
na u : !ty of conduct ? — Mr. Howard was not 
ti be intimidaLd by the blustering of any 
in?in wh )m he had no cause to fear, 
and whoiu he had never wronged; and 
with the uimost calmness pointed to the most 
matrriai parugra^^li in the letter which I had 
seui to him. 

^' Almost rhoki;ig with rage, Ryecroft ex- 
claimed^ ^^ If you do not^ Sir^ inslantly in^ 
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form me who is the author of that scandalous 
libel upon my charafiier, I shall consider you, 
for some reason which is at present unknown 
to me^ as the base fabricator of it/' 

" I am an old soldier. Sir/' replied Mr. 

Howard, '' whose courage has for fifty years 

past been placed beyond a doubt ; I shall not 

therefore be provoked by your menaces to 

return a friend who has perfprmed towards 

me a service, the injury of exposing him to 

the effe6is of your virulent passion : — ^you 

must excuse my concealing from you the 

name of the writer of this letter,'' and as he 

concluded his. sentence, Mr. Howard was 

conveying the leter towards his pocket ; — the 

rage of Ryecroft rose to an ungovernable 

pitch, and he attempted to snatch it from the 

hand of the veteran, who succeeded in wrest- 

ing it from his grasp ; but not till Ryecroft 

had caught a sight of the dire6lion. — '■ Your 

present conduct," said the Lieutenant, ^^more 

than justifies whatever l\as been said to the 

discredit of your name; and I now, from 

what relates to myself alone, desire you to 

» 

quit my house." — " I am satisfied," exclaim* 
ed Ryecroft, " Lord Abberville has been the 
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informer mlbis infamofis business ;'*-4te iball 
feel my resentment." 

'' The greiAest Ubeitine is sensible of the 
value of preserving the appearance of ch»- 
ra£%er^ however careless be may be about so 
regulating his afiiions as to ensure to himself 
the inc^imable realHif; — and flie oniy mode 
he has of preserving that appearance^ is by 
lessening still more the reality^ than it is al- 
ready sunk in the opinion of the wortfcyj by 
supporting (he dazzling shadow at the hazard 
of becoming a murderer, or of losing his own 
life : — according to Ryecroft's false opinion 
of fame, therefore, nothing could set him 
a!bove his scandali^er, in the wofld, but a 
duelj—rin this mode of revenge, he could 
attack no one but myself; — he was ignorant 
by whom had been written the letter of which 
he had seen a paragraph ; and he was awar^ 
that Mr. Hbw^d, if challenged by him, 
would refuse to meet him ; — to a man of bis 
disposition it was immaterial who was his 
antagojDist, so he did but call one man into 
the field for the support of his chara6ler ; to 
me therefore he dispatched a note, as having 
been a party concerned in an aflSstr injurious 
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to bk repiitftlioo Had bis bappiness; appoint- 
iag me to meet bim at «ix tbat evening on a 
•pot in tbe village vthkh he pointed out. 

^' Tbe words which Ryecfofi bad spoken 
on nmtting Mr. Howard's cottage^ had led 
the 49ild man lo suspteB what rn^t be &xe 
cmiseq^tieoee wi& regard to myself^ and.be 
accoediiPglj tnade a^i effort to readh nfy 
house, where he arrived at ihe same moment 
with Ryecroft's aol)e: — the sentiments of a 
K)ldi^ with regard to the business of duel- 
fighting are Te^y different from those of a 
philosopher ; I ca&not therefore believe that 
Mr. Howand «poJke bis, when he attempted 
to dissuade me from meeting my challenger ; 
tbe reason of his being importkmate with 
Hie to this effio^ was obvious; my implica- 
tion in ifais affavr had arisen solely £rom this 
interest t^hich I had taken in tibe happiness 
of himself, and his daughter ; and thus in Ae 
moment of bis agitaJ:ion he dseaded the idea 
ef my falling -tihie iviBim ^if my frieudship, 
more ith&n he did my worldly dishoinour ; 
and when I had in some ^degree cooAed his 
feelings ^by .the itainperanee of my owm, and 
convinced him that sitiiated as I wa^ in life» 
an nnoonnected jaianjrit was impossible for 
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me to act upon those terms which might 
have been pursued by one whose life, on ac- 
count of his being either the husband of an 
affectionate wife, the father of helplegs chil 
dren, or the son of aged and anxious parents, 
was of so much importance to others, as al- 
most to leave him no command over it him- 
self; he vowed that nothing should prevent 
him from taking my place in the transaction^ 
and meeting Ryecroft himself. 

^' I opposed his proposition as strenuously 
as he enforced it; ' my good friend,' I said, 
^ if Ihe antagonist of Ryecroft is duomed to 
fail, I can be infinitely better spared from 
the stege of life than yourself, who have a 
helpless daughter to protect/ 

" Finding me not lo be moved by his ar- 
guments, hesecrtlly went to my housekeeper, 

^and entreated her i;:> po iu: lantly and bring 
Georgina to him ; in the hope that her voice 
added to his own inigiit prevail with me. 
^^ Whilst the worthy lieutenant was thus 

-.harrrassing his aiitid to find the means of 
preventing me from suflfering in his cause;; 
he was eithr^r wLollv unacquainted with 
the hour rl iry ap^^ointment with Rye- 
croft, or judged that hour to be more 
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distant : at the period at which my 

housekeeper left Woodland Park, on Mr. 
Howard *s errand to his daughter, it wanted 
scarcely more than a quarter of six,-- no 
sooner * therefore was she gone than by 
another outlet I left the house, and pro- 
ceeded to the spot of rendezvous : I found 
Ryecroft advancing towards it, attended by 
his servant ; — a domestic was my only com- 
panion ; Ryecroft having informed me in 
his note^ that he should bring no second to 
the ground :— ^we came up to each other, 
and in very few words settled the terms of 
our meeting. One fire on each side was 
to determine the case ; we measured the 
ground, and Ryecroft proposed that we 
should both fire together ; — I informed 
him that I wished him to have the first 
fire ; with very little relu6lance he accept- 
ed my offer, and we took our appointed 
stations. 

'' Whether or not Ryecroft took his aim 
decidedly at my person, I am ignorant ; 
bis fire however was without effect : — I 
discharged my pistol in the air, and after 
I had done so, turning my heel upon him 
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with a slight inclinatioa of my head> I 
returned home. 

"1 was met in the hall 'of my mansion 
by' Mr. Howard, who Wiss now leaning oa 
the arm of Geoigiaa^ with whom he was 
seeking me, in order diat she i»igbt se- 
Qond the entreaties he hiad been ^making 
to ine.-*-You maj easily oonceive the de- 
light and satisfa^Uon with which they xe- 
ceivad the intelligence of all cause for 
their apprehensions being past ; but to gi^e 
you a Just idea of the gratitude la^ith which 
they oyerwhelmed ma for having stood 
forth their friend at the hazard of my 
life, is impossible ! — Never, never, will he 
effaced from my memory the moment when 
Georgina by an uncontrollable impulse 
of thankfulness for tiie debts of friendship 
which she conceived boi^self to owe me, 
snatched my hand to her lips, and ^liilst^she 
imprinted on it a trembling kiss, bade^wed 
it with die tears of her sensibility !'* 

The voice of Lord Abbervillefaultered'as 
he pronounced these words ; he rose from 
his seat^ and having traversed for a few 
moments the r^^partment, &s if endeavouring 
lo dispel from his mind painful refie6iions. 
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he returned to his chair^ and pursued hts nar* 
irative in these words : 

" From tlie descriptioa which I have given 
you of my friendship for Georgina^ you 
wiil^ I doubt not^ have drawn within your 
mind the conclusion that she ultimately h^ 
came my wife : — If you have formed suck 
a surmise^ my friend^ it iB a just one ; the 
unceasing tribute of gratitude which the 
amiable Georgina and her venerable fa- 
ther were coxistaotly paying to me after 
my rencontre with Ryecroft^ led me ufisea- 
sibly from the friend into the lover, and 
finally made me the hu&hand of my adored 
Gewgiaa." 

'^ Oh whsat days of exquisite bliss w^re 
those/ whe» I first bre»thed into the ear of 
GaoJigina the coafeasicHi of my lovia ; and 
vrhM often urged by ma to a reply, the 
a¥Ow^ of a reeiproi^al arttachmettt fell in 
the scarcely audible accents of virgin mo- 
desty from her lips { — Oh ray God ! never 
shall I forget the throbbing joy with which 
the pulses o f my heart beat^ when a few 
weeks after our marriage, she one day a.d*' 
dressed me by sayings '' Oh my husband^ how 
Uttle was I acquainted with the nature of 
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true lovr, ^vhen I imagined that I en^ 
tertained that passion for Rjecroft !" 

" How painful is the leccllcflion of those 
halycon inomcjiu ! — 1,:/. «irn5?in'\t Ij does^ 
their loss, for Mhici T am ' w a monrner, 
convince me bv the sad hi'l ir-riJliiif!'. instruc- 
tion of compa»\?on, how c.\q r/iiely they 
were gifted wiih ( (^ most ujiriii^' bliss! — 
never was the hap^/m^ss pj.d'uid bv anj 
union of a purer nat'::v th;m tn-t enjoyed 
by Georgina and myself; ' I rue seinsh 
idea had place in our hearts ; each Strove • 
only to procure the felicity of the other — 
Materially also were our delights increased 
by observing the joyful satisfa6lion which 
now constantly beamed upon the counte- 
nance of the old soldier^ our father; upon 
whom^ in his descent down the hill of life^ 
shone a gleam of that sunshine which 
had never cheered his ascent up its acclivity. 
•— '^^ I am indeed happy, very happy/' he 
would often repeat; ^'not because my 
daughter is become a woman of rank, but 
because she is the wife of a virtuous and 
indulgent husband ; and he must pardon 
me for saying, that were he a peasant with 
those qualities of the heartwhich he possesses. 
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I should esteem him just as much as I do 



now/' 



"At the expiralion of rather more than 
a year after our m:irriage, Gcorgina bles- 
sed me bj giving birth to a daughter^ the 
miniature resemblance of her own loved 
person, to whom I gave her mother's name. 
The aniiablcncss of my wife's disposition 
was s'> great, and her ideas of virtuous 
propriety so strong, that she was resolutely 
of opinion, that no nutriment could be so 
fully adequate to the rearing of any child, 
as that w hich naturo has appointed for it in 
the breast of the mother ; and her whole 
time, for the first year after its birth, was de- 
dicated to the gratifying task 0/ administering 
to its wants." 

" I had for some time past considered it 
necessary to shew myself at courts which I 
bad not done since my coming of age; 
and also to introduce my wife there; as soon 
therefore as aur infant was weaned, and my 
Georgina sufficiently recovered from Jief 
fatigue of nursing to be able to derive plpa- 
sure without fatigue from her journey, we 
set out for London, taking with us our Httk\ 
girl, whom we intended to employ a surgeon 
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of tke first eminence to inoculate before 
our return. 

'' A ready furnished bouse had been en- 
gaged for us in the vicinity of one of the 
most fashionable squares^ of \i'hich we took 
immediate possession upon our reaching the 
metropolis. — The season of the year was not 
that in which either of the royal birth^days 
are celebrated; it was merely our inten- 
tion to avail ourselves of one of the days on 
which their Majesties should hold a levee^ for 
entering their augu&t presence. 

^'A d«iyin the weel .. succeeding that of 
our arrival being appointed for this pur* 
pose^ we were introduced by the Earl aiul 

Countess of J— = , with whom I had an 

acquaintance^ and who were so obliging 
:^s to pay the , cereHionious' viMti solely for 
the sat^ of being our escfMrt.—dQonauitia^ 
the becomings rather than tha extreme of 
fashion, Georgina had arrayed herself with 
the imost elegant and bewitching simpli-^ 
city; it was a style of dress which gave 
additional grace to her form and to her £ea« 
tiires ; in my eyes she appeared more lovely 

than =-, but I cannot dwell upon 

this part of my history; even at this dis- 



tant period^ the recoIle6):ioa off the past is 
too painful for memory not to turn to 
ftiadoess under its contempktion. — Oh 
powers of omnipotente, hoi;r little did I, 
in the fall tide of my heart's joy, then 
fmstgin^ that day vras the last on which 
I was fated to behold my idolized wife, — my 
tdored Greoi^na ! 

'^ At my return from court I wai^ agree- 
ably surprized by a yisit from the friend 
who had furnished me with Che chara6ier 
of Ryecroft, which had caused Mr. How- 
ard's reje6lion of him. — I was that day 
engaged to dine with a party of gentlemen 
at the house of an East-India Dire6lor, 
and finding that my friend was to be of 
the ntmiber, I prevailed upon him to sit 
Mrith me till the hour of appointment arriv«« 
td ; and to accompany me in my carriage to 
otir ditoner." 

■ 

" We had not spoken that morning of 
Ryecroft, for I had informed my friend by 
tetter of all that had passed between us; 
as the carriage was conveying us through 
Ojrforf^street, '' See . there/* exclaimed my 
friend, pmnting, as he spoke, out of one of 
the NTindows, ''there goes Ryecroft." 
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"I looked out, and beheld a person 
whom from a peculiarity, in his gait, I in- 
stantly recolle6ied to be him ; from his dress 
I should not have known him to be the 
same man. — During my acquaintance with 
Ryecroft, he had been remarkable for his 
fashionable appearance; the chara6leristic 
of his person had been that of a studied 
buck ; — he was now not only shabby in 
his appearance, but his clothes appeared 
dirty, and hung upon him with a degree 
of slovenliness very contrary to his usual 
style of dress. 

" I observed the change to my friend. 
'•'What else," he replied, "was to be 
expe6ied from a man of his depraved taste, 
and unprincipled heart ? his ail, I am in- 
formed, has been sacrificed attfce shrine 
of pleasure, or forfeited by the unsuccess- 
ful cast of dice; and he is\iow indebted to 
the mercy of his creditors for the enjoyment 
of his liberty.*' 

'^ How fortunate an escape to my beloved 
Georgina, in being delivered from uniting 
her fate with that of such a chara6ier/' 
was the refleflion which immediately filled 
my mind. — We were prevented from en*- 
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larging upon the subje6l, by the entrance 
of a gentleman into the carriage, whom I 
had promised to call in my way to the 
Dire6lor's. 

'' We had dined extremely late, it was 
considerably past ten o'clock when the coffee 
was introduced, after which I was upon the 
point of bidding farewell to my enter- 
tainer, and returning home, which I had 
promised to do as early as possible. — Oh, 
that I had kept my promise ! perhaps then, 

but I was overruled in my 

intention, and accepted, a challenge to a 
game of chess. 

/' I had seated myself with my antago- 
nist in a remote corner of the room, in 
order that we might not be interrupted by 
the conversation of the card players, who 
were surrounding two other tables ; — in the 
middle of my second game, ray attention 
was called aside by a hasty step which I 
heard approaching towards me; I raised my 
eye at the sound, and beheld by my side 
a domestic who had been several years in 
my service: I observed, the wildest emotion 
Overspreading his countenance ; he endea- 
voured to address me, but was unable to 
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sypeak.-— The apprehensions 'which st^e)fed 
my hearty as I drew from the expressioti 
of his countesance the idea of some ca« 
lamity having befallen either my beloved 
wife, or child, you may easily imagine ; 
-~The company gathered round me, a»id 
nn explanation was demanded from ' the 
Kps of my servant. — How I survived the 
dreadful tidings; or what immediately suc- 
ceeded the first communication of the heart- 
rending intelligence to my senses, I am a- 
like ignorant of — my house was burnt to 
the ground ; — my wife and infant had pe • 
rished in the flames ! ! ! " 

The tears burst into the eyes of Lord 
Abberville ; he covered his face, with his 
fiandkerchief, and he. was for a consider- 
able period of time unable to recover the 
power of speech; when that faculty re- 
turned to him, he addressed Mr. Leuwit- 
zer by saying, ^^ Having laid before you 
the heads of my affli6);ing history, I have 
not the resolution to dwell upon those 
particulars which would only excite great- 
er agony within my heart by reviving more 
strongly my recolle6iion of the past ; and 
would by no means tend to give you ^ 



clearer explanation of my cane; suffice it 
therefore to teH you> that the vi^im of de- 
spair, I fled from the city which had besn 
the 3cene of my cakmity^ anfl retired to the 
flplitude of my own e^t^te ; where I met at 
great a wretqh as Bay^etf in the father of my 
lost angel. 

'' It is fortuns^ for a viind overwhelmed 
with grief when it ba» any i^tber obje6l besidef 
it&own af9ii6iion for ite thoughts to rest upon ; 
hy those attentions therefore which I felt it 
my duty to pay to the inconsoleable Mr. 
Howard^ I was in all probability preserved 
from sinking into a lethargy of melancholy 
madness — the anxieties which I experienced 
for bis hapless lot kept my mjnd awake to 
outward obje6l<;^ when it would else have 
ftui^ entirely into ibelf^ and have preyed 
tolely upon the grief with which it was filled: 
— the worthy Lieutenant wrvived hki daugh- 
ter little more than three years^ be died heart* 
broken^ and sunk into the graye without a 
groan ; — from the period of thai melancholy 
events which Ims dMIpt the colour of my fu-* 
tore life, Mr. Howard had been the only 
person of my own rank with whom I had 
4ield the slightest communication; the only 

You III. H 
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friend -whom I had admitted to a participa- 
tion of my sorrows ; when fa^ therefore was* 
no longer left me to cast tfile single gleam of 
comfort of which his society had IJeen capa- 
ble upon my path of woe^ the sorrowful 
features of my own mansion became insup- 
portable to me, and I left Hertfordshire : — 
three years were passed by me in wandering 
amidst the romantic scenery of Wales and 
of the Hebrides ; there would I pass whole 
days of seclusion from my fellow beings^ and 
soothed by contemplating the beauties of na- 
ture, refle6) myself into fits of grief, which 
admitted a strange and agonizing species of 
comfort to my lacerated hearty 

'* Unable to endure the idea of returning 
to my own mansion^ or the society widi 
which I had been accustomed to mix ; and 
convinced that change of scene alone had 
the power to relieve the torturing burden of 
my mind, I resolved to travel abroad; and 
in order to avoid the questions that might 
have been proposed concerning me, or that 
respect which might l|MibeiD shewn to my 
rank had it been known; and which would 
in my depressed state of mind have proved 
only a source of displeasure and trouble, I 



issnided the name of Forrester^ and retained 
in my petsonal service only one domestic. 

^^ It is now neariy twenty yeafs since the 
occurrence of that dreadful event whic& 
snapped the stem of my earthly happiness, 
and which still with unceasing poignancy 
rivals every other idea in my brain. — With 
the thought of England the most diiBtra6iing 
imagea are associated/ and I know no event 
which could ever have induced me for a mo« 
Vient to entertain the idea of returning to it, 
but the advertisement which I have just sub* 
mitted to yoiir perusal; and concerning the 
Grange tenor of which I know not what 
conje£lures to form/ and wish to derive an 
opinion from your steadier judgment/' 

'^ It is now nearly twenty years since you 
have seen this Ryecrofl, or heard his name 
mentioned ; is it not ?" enquired Mr. Leu- 
Witzer. 

* '' Very nearly twenty years/' replied Lord 
Abbervilie ; ''it was on the day on which"— 
he was unable to conclude his sentence. 

'^His advertisement appears a mostinex* 
pUcable enigma/' returned Mr. Leuwitzer. 

^' My opinion is considerably altered since 
I first sent to request your presence/* rejoin- 

« S 
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ed Lprd Abberville^ ^^ I now begia to appre- 
hend that I should do wrong in attending to a 
0ununons of this vague nature^ from a man 
li^hem I despise, and whom I cannot suppose 
.to regard -me in a more favourable point of 
view than I do him." 

*^ You have asked my advice/' returned the 
good German^ '^ I sbs^l therefore give it 
with freedom, and I hope you will be in- 
duced to follow it : — go hack with me to 
England ; and however unworthy of your 
attention you may find the business upoa 
which this man requires your presence ; I 
doubt not ere three months have elapsed, 
you will rejoice that some cause has arisen 
to recall you to your native country ; — that 
you will eventually feel happy, that there 
has been some motive held out to you for 
your return without which you would never 
have returned at all ; and that being once 
arrived in England, the lapse of time which 
has passed since you left it, will have mate- 
rially weakened the impressions which filled 
your heart at your departure from it ; and 
that you will gradually return to a greater 
ei^oyment of yourself at home, than you can 



HUMAK B£INtt?S* I4f 

possibly reap from existence in a vanderitig 
life aliroad/' 

^^ I confess/* replied Lord Abberville, 
" that I feel myself strangely worked upon 
by an emotion stronger than curiosity, to 
learn -ivhat discovery it can be of importance 
to my happiness, which Ryecroft declares 
himself to have it in his power to reward 
me with, if I will stand forth as tfaoer defender 
of himself and his son. — God of Heaven ! 

can it be that But no, no, that must be 

impossible; — down torturing thoughts — de- 
ceitful hopes — I will not allow myself to 
think at all, — ^but go. — If England still 
prove as painful to me as it heretofore has 
done, I can but again quit it — for ever.'* 

Mr. Leuwitzer promised him every friendly 
service which might induce him to continue 
there ; and Lord Abberville in return assured 
V him how sensible he was of his friendship 
and kind sentiments towards him, by de- 
claring, that without possessing him for a 
companion he neyer should for a moment 
have entertained the idea of returning to 
scenes so replete with painful visions ; not 
even upon the mysterious invitation of Rye- 
croft, 

H 3 
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Before thej parted^ Mr. Leuwitzer obtftift— 
ed Lord Abberville's permission to inforiD his 
sister and Maurice Stanton of his Lordship's 
real name and rank ; as also of the heads oF 
his unfortunate history ; — and on the follow- 
ing daj the party destined for England set 
out from Hamburgh on their way to the port 
from whence they were to embark. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

t 

Treofihery. 

W E must now deTote the page for a \vhne 
to Amica, whom we left at the interesting mo-* 
ment of Sir Jasper Wormeatea's so unexpe6i'* 
edly appearing before her in the apartment 
of the hotel* The astonishment and dread 
with which she beheld him can scarcely re^ 
quire to be mentioned : with trembling steps 
the receded from his approaches/and the only 
words which she was able to articulate, wera 
a fain^t exclamation of his name. 

He moved up to her, and catching her 
hands in his, in the rapturous accents of a 
devotee to pleasure, arrived at the imaginary 
height of sublunary bliss, he exclaimed, "Ten 
thousand thanks, most enchanting, most hea- 
venly of women, for the happy chance which 
you have given me of becoming instrumental 
to your felicity ! Regret not your separation 
from those horrid plebeians^ who derived: 

H 4 
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their only consequence in life from their 
supposed alliance with an angelic girl like 
yourself; my purse is unlimitedly at your 
command^ and too poor is every requital it 
can bestow for your enchanting invitation 
hither!" 

Struggling to release her hands^ Arnica 
replied, '' Great Heaven ! what is it that you 
mean by invitation ? By what accident ha$ ' 
•vthe perversity of my fate sent you hither ta 
' display your unfeeling mind, in adding this 
insult to the unmerited sufferings I am already 
exposed to? Invitation to you! — you dare 
ttot repeat that assertion . '* 

^^My tlear, exquisite girl!" rejoined the 
Baronet, '^ why this coyness — why this pre- 
tended reserve ? Do I merit i^uch a return 
for having flown hither on the wings of adora- 
tion, to kneel and offer you my services? — 
^ hy are you here but to keep your appoint- 
ment with me?** * 

"Wi^h yon!'' echoed Arnica; '^ I came 
hither to meet an honest and valued friend, 
whfo I am astonished is not already with me, 
and" 

Six Jasper interrupted her with a laugh of 
incredtility, which he accompanied by throw- 
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ing one of his arms farailiarlj roiiod her 
A^aistj and pressing her towards him. 

By an effort of strength she disengaged her 

person from his grasp ; one of her hand ihe 

slill held tightly confined in both his^ by 

which he prevented her from flying towards 

the door or the bell-string. A loiid shriek 

burst from her lips, which she followed by 

crying aloud upon that proteSress whom she 

did not doubt the house she was in containe^l: 

'' Mrs. Aaon! Mrs Afton I" she repeated; 

'^ for Heaven's sake appear, and defend, 

protefil your Arnica!" ^ ' ' 

^' And a female friend too ?"«aid Sir Jasper, 
increasing his laugh ; " no\y I cannot be 
mistaken; — you would not appoint a female 
friend to meet you in a place of this na* 
tare!" 

'"This nature!*' burst frantically from the 
lips of Arnica, for a dreadful suspicion flashed 
across her brain : — *' this nature !— Am I not 
in a respe6lable lodging-house — in Langford** 
hotel?" 

'^In honour you trifle too ttiuch," replied 
the Baronet. '' Did not your own letter, 
tantalizing angel ! appoint the house we ar«f 

H 5 
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'' My letter ! my letter !" exclaimed Arnica. 
'What would you insiauate? — My letter! 
—To %hom?" 

'^ To the happy man who clasps you in his 
arms I'' cried Sir Jasper. A second violent 
shriek issued from the lips of Arnica^ and 
again she succeeded in extricating her person 
from his grasp : her hand he still resolutely 
clenched. A tremhling fit of so violent a 
nature as to convince Sir Jasper that it could 
not be feigned> seized her^ and she breathed 
forth in accents which the . quivering of her 
lips rendered scarcely intelligible, "You have 
deceived no letter from me; you know you> 
have not/' 

'^ Could I else have known that I should 
find you in this house at this hour?" demandr- 
ed the Baronet. 

A long and painful gasp for respiration was 

■ 

the only reply made by Arnica to this question; 
with it burst upon her mind a convi6tion that 
she was the vi6lim of some a6l of deeply- 
planned and heinous villainy. The expres^r 
sion of her features was pjrobably of a dread-* 
ful natiire, for during the pause of agonizing 
rjefle8;ioQ which she "maintained. Sir Jaspec 
ilid not speak, but stood with his eyes fixed- 
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on hefs ; a degree of surprise gradually 
mingling itself with the wild admiration which 
bad before been the sole emotion pourtrayed 
on his countenance. 

Arnica spoke first — ^broken sentences alone 
fell from her lips. ''I am betrayed/' she 
said. " Some enemy has— —I did not 
write — I did not,!"— With, her words her- 
tears began to flow : after a burst of hysteri- 
cal agitation^ she exclaimed^ '' In God's name^ 
I conjure you to tell me where I am !'*' 

The Baronet,, thrown into, amazement by 
tlie very difierent reception which, he met 
with from Arnica from what he had expe£tedi 
to have been greeted with by her^ was sur- 
prised into a reply, and his answer to her 
demand was briefly explicit of the nature of 
the house. 

*' Heaven grant me strength to ffy from it !** 
she shrieked forth, and fled from the apart- 
ment; but as she reached the door at the head 
of the stairs^ which had before baffled her at- 
tempt to open, she sunksensdessupon the floor. 

On reviving, she found herself supported 
IB. an arm-chair, in the apartment which she 
had just before quitted^ and Sir Jasper alom^ 
with her: he was standing by her side, lindi 

IL6 
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dccupied in applying salts and restoratives for 
her nostrils^ a variety of which articles her 
always carried about him fothis own use. 

The moment the powef s of sensfe and a6lioti 
returned to her^ she tlirew hel-self at liis feet, 
and with lier trembling hands clasped to- 
gether, and her streaming eyes fixed tipon 
him with an expression which might have 
moved tbe heart of brutality from its most 
savage purpose, she exclaimed, ^^Oh, for the 
love of mercy ! save and pity me : save aii 
unprote6icd friendless orphan; preserve jJH 
her innocence, the only blessing which fate 
has left her. Oh, re'fle6l how enviable will 
be the sensations of your heart when stretched 
upon the bed of death, toy preservation from 
ruin shall counterbalance such other crimes a» 
you may have been guilty of^ instead of adding 
by its enormity to their sum ! — Oh refleS, 
and save me!'^ 

The Baronet raised Amica frorti her posture 
of humiliation, and replaced her on the seat 
from which she had sunk to his feet. The 
ruling passion of his heart was to behold and 
to enjoy the loveliness of female beauty: the 
women to whom he had been accustomed all 
his life to address himself as a gallant^ had ever 
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teen forward to meet his caresses, or rendered 
immediately supple to his inclinations by his 
liberality. In Arnica he found a mind of a 
nature entirely new to his observation; one 
who would derive misery from the very con- 
du6l which had given others happiness; one 
from whom he must purchase his own bliss at 
the expenceof her agonies of heart; one who 
would meet his smiles with tears; one who 
would live to hate and to fly from him, in- 
stead of becoming every day more apprehen- 
sive of losing him. Did he therefore perse- 
vere in bis infamous intentions with regard to 
Arnica, he perceived that his favourite passion 
of giving happiness to every woman who 
possessed his acquaintance, would for the first 
time be reversed; when, by listening to her 
suit, he might bind her in eternal gratitude to 
him, and confer on her a greater degree of 
felicity than he had ever yet been able to 
bestow on any one of her sex. 

" Convince me,'' he said, '' by your solemn 
asseveration, that you neither wrote this letter 
yourself," drawing one as he spoke from his 
pocket, ^^ nor caused any other person to 
write it at your instigation^ and you shall find 
2tie a protestor/' 
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Arnica cast her eyes wildly over the paper, 
which he spread before her upon the table^ 
and found the contents to be these : 



i 
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If your sentiments of affe£lion are not 
changed towards me because I am no 
longer the daughter of Lady Buckhursty 
meet me this evening, between the hours of 

'^ five and six, at ^s hotel in 

'' street, where I shall be happy to accept 
'' such services at your hands as the afi*e6liott 
*^ you a short time ago professed for me may 
'^ induce you to render me in my present 
^' deserted state, — The fallen and anxious 
'' Wednesday mornings Amica.*" 

'' Oh, merciful God ! "' exclaimed Amica, 
^' what heart can have been suflSx^iently cruel 
and depraved to have exercised this treachery 
towards an unfortunate being like myself? 
Oh, Sir Jasper ! by the mercy which I hope ta 
experience from you — ^by the^ prote6lioa 
which I pray Heaven to grant me in the pur* 
suance ofvirtuous principles ! this is a forgery> 
and its writer entirely unknown to me/' 

" These accents cannot be deceitful," re- 
plied Sir Jasper; " and it is now mj turn, to 
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b^cotne the suppliant to you for pardon ; for 
although the error of our meeting under these 
ttn propitious circumstances did not originate 
in me^ I am faulty in not haying more discern*- 
ment into chara6ler than to have pursued qj% 
ignus fatuus thus foolhardily. As I am 
universally reputed a libertine^ you may con-» 
sider that refle6iion cannot be expe6led to 
have any shiire in my character; but my 
libertinism is a distin6i species from the pas* 
lion that generally bears that name : I am not 
10 selfish as the herd of libertines, and my 
inclinations are only flattered when by tlieir 
indulgence I believe myself to confer a degree 
of happiness on an objeB who calls&rth my 
admiration. Whilst I considered your incli- 
nations to be in unison with my own^ I would 
have made. any sacrifice to secure you mine, 
believing that happiness would have resulted 
to you as well as myself^ from such a persever- 
ance on ray part : buJ; now I perceive my error^ 
I am satisfied stiU to a£l towards your hapipi* 
ness^ and to deserve your gratitude^, instead of 
obtaining your love." 

As Arnica listened to hia worda her feelings 
took a new turn; the tears* of mingled joy and 
idyief of mind burst into her eyea^ and she said« 



160 HUMAN BEINGS. 

''Do 'not deceive me; realize ttiis detlara^ 
tion, and my unceasing prayers" 

Sir Jasper interrupted her: ''AH doubt 
shall instantly be removed, that 1 may deserve 
tire revrard of those prayers/' He rang tlie 
bell, and v^^ent to the outward door to cneet 
the person who should appear to reply to it. 
" Order me a coach instantly/' he said; then, 
returning to Arnica, he inquired, " Whitlier it 
was that she wished to be conveyed ?" — » 
This she explained to him in the best manner 
she was able. He was well acquainted with 
Langford's hotel, and promised immediately 
to conduft her to it. After this promise he 
spoke no more, but continued walking up 
and down near the door of the apartment in 
a restless manner, which bespoke his agitation 
of mind : in about ten minutes the coach wa» 
announced. 

" Are you afraid to trust me as your com- 
panion to Langford's hotel ?" he inquired of 
Arnica. 

After his late unexampled and onexpe6);ed 
condu6l, she considered that it would be un- 
generous in her to express such a fear ; she 
therefore replied only by a supplicating loot 
of timidity^ and a genftiie inclinatioii of her 
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head. She could not hnmediately divgsl her- 
self of all fear, nor could she behofd Sir Jasper 
in the decidedly honourable point of view in 
which the last instance of his condu6i towards 
her appeared to demand tliat she should re- 
gard him; but she considered that former 
impressions, if she felt them to have weight in 
biassing her private opinion, could not be 
allowed to appear without a violation of that 
confidence which was now due to him, and 
she rose to go down stairs to the coach. 

She still trembled so excessively, that on 
standing up, she was unable to support herself 
without resting upon the frame of the chain 
In the most delicate manner Sir Jasper ex- 
tended towards her his hand; and, with a 
countenance and voice immediately the reverse 
of what his had been half an hour before, he 
besought her to accept his assistance. 

Her first wish^was to leave the house, she 
therefore seized eagerly upon the means ^hich 
were to assist her in departing from it; and, 
supporting herself upon Sir Jasper's arm, she 
reached the outer door. She observed him to 
put some money into the hand of the waiter, 
and he then foUov^ed her into the coach. 
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The Baroaet placed himself upon the op- 
posite seat to that upon which the exhausted 
Arnica had sunk ; the side-glasses were both 
down^ and although a hreath of eyening* air 
would at any other time have filled him vi^ith. 
•terror^ he did not attempt to raise even one of 
them^ probably imagining that his companion, 
might feel averse to the idea of privacy whicl^ 
their being drawn up might suggest to her^ 

** How long shall we be in reaching Lang- 
ford's hotel?" inquired Arnica. — '' Lhope not 
long." 

'' Not above five minutes^" Sit Jasper re- 
plied. 

" Thank Heaven !" returned Amica.— ^ 
'' I am very ill." 

In a very short time the coach stopped at 
the door of the wished-for house: a waiter ran 
out^ and let down the steps^ 

^^ Is this Langford's hotel ?" exclaimed 
Arnica. 

The reply was in the affirmative* 

Amica sprang out of the coach^ and ra» 
into the hall. ^^ Is Mrs. A6lon at home ?" 
she cried : '^ pray tell her that Amica implores, 
to see her instantly; pray tell her so di- 
reaiy." 
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Mrs. A£ion^ "who wa» drinking tea in an 
apartment of which the door was partly open 
on one side of the hall in which Arnica was 
standings heard these words^ and recognising 
the "w^ice which spoke them^ she ran out with 
an incoherent exclamation of surprise to meet 
the spMiker* 

The moment Arnica perceived her, '* Mrs^ 
A£ion> dear Mrs. A6ionr' she etclaimed; 
and^ rushing towards her^ instantly fainted in 
her arms. 
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CHAPTER IX, 



Gratitude. 

VV HEN the powers of rccoHeftion re- 
tamed to Arnica^ she feuad herself extended 
on a sofa by the side of an excellent fire, 
and her friend Mrs. Afiion, and a female 
servant^ employed in chafiKng the palms of 
her hands^ and her temples^ in order to re- 
storie sensation. 

Perceiving her materially recovered, Mrs. 
A6ion ordered her servant to go down stairs, 
and inform the gentleman below, that she 
was considerably better; — In a few moments 
the girl returned, '' Sir Jasper,'' she said, 
*' had desired her to deliver his most respefilful 
compliments to the Lady, to say that he wa$ 
extremely delighted to hear of her amend- 
ment, and should wait upon her on the 
following morning to make persona^ in- 
quiries after her health/' 

^\ Is he gone now then ?" asked Amica, 
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^' I dar^ s^y he is by this tirae,'^ replied 
the girl, '' for be desired the waiter to call 
bdm a caach> iand there is a staad ak the 
corner;, ouly three doors off/' 

Belie^iag Arnica now to require no at- 
tendance which she was not herself able to 
give her^ Mrs. A6lon dissmissed her maid 
servant from the apartment; and as soon as 
they were alone, she burst into a string of 
inquiries natural to the situation in whic^ 
she beheld her yonng, and respected friend ; — ^' 
Why^ my dear Miss/' &he exclaimed, 
what can have happened to you to bring 
you to my house in this agitation of mind ?•— 
has any misfortune happened at your mother 
Lady Buckburst's ? — or have you had any 
bad news from Mr. Leuwitzer ! — God send 
that may not be the case." 

'^ Oh, no, no/' answered Amica, " I know 
of npthing contrary io his health and 
happiness/' 

" Well, that is one good thing, however/' 
reti^ned Mrs. A6lon ; " but what is the 
matter my dear Miss? it must be something 
particular I know, not only by the flurry 
of your spirits, but by your clothes ; how 
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dirty thej are ! you look as if you had not 
had a cleaa gown on for a week.'* 

Arnica was so well acquainted with the 
cUaaniy foible of Mrs. A6lon's mind, that 
she did not rq;ard it as a want of feeling in 
her to lose a thought upon her dress, at the 
moment herself stood so eminently in need 
of all her consideration, but placed it to its 
true cause, the ppevalence of habit; and 
drawing her down upon the sofa by her 
side, she gave her a brief but satisfaBory 
account of all that had befallen her, sinc« 
the departure of Mr. Leutwitaier from 
England. 

In the warmth of her generous feelings 
Mrs. A6lon inveighed, nay stormed, against 
the author 6f the infamous letter which had 
led Amica into the labyrinth of danger from 
which she had so fortunately escaped spot^ 
Idss: — '^ She and her husband,*' she said, 
'^ owed their all to Mr. Leuwitzer ; but for 
his generosity in restoring to them the five 
hundred pounds which Mr. A6ion had been 
so unhappy as to lose from his pocket, they 
must at that period have simk in life, perhaps 
never to have risen again ;-^— their circum-^ 
stances were now considerably mended; — 
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thej could comtnaDd five hundred pounds 

without interfering with the immediate 

necessities of their existence ; and she would 

^ and speak to her husband dire£ily^ to have 

adyertisements inserted in the newspapers 

offering that sum as a reward for any one 

who would discover the author of the letter ; 

she stood that sum indebted in equity to Mn 

Leuwitzer, and it would be a glory to her to 

return it to him^ in the shape of a service to 

one whom he so tenderly cherished." 

Blush ye fluttering insect-inhabitants of 
the drawing*room^ who too frequently forget 
in your prosperity^ the hand which raised 
you from obscurity to your present glittering 
eminence ; blush^ to see yourselves deficient 
in one of the noblest passions which animates 
the breast of human beings^ whilst the heart 
of an inferior swells with tlie luxury of 
gratitude f 

With tears Amica heard Mrs. A6):on'8 
generous purpose^ and with difficulty she 
prevented her from putting it into execution. 
Do not, my worthy friend/* she said, 
believe me ungrateful for your kindness, 
or univiiling to receive a service at your 
hands; but indeed, the pursuance of the 
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plan you have proposed would prove to me 
the reverse of a benefit : It is not likel j that 
tlie author of. so infanH)us a plot as that from 
which I have this ^y escaped^ should have 
trusted his secret to any accomplice ; much. 
\es» likely that any bribe will induce him to 
betray himself; and the advertisements you 
speak of could answer no end, but that of 
blazoning to the world a story, which the 
illiberal] and prejudiced might turn to mj 
discredit, and which, in all probability, will 
now never be known. 

After some time Mrs. Aclon perceived the 
force of Arnica's arguments> and was over- 
ruled by them. — She then asked of her 
whether she had herself no suspicion who^ 
amongst her acquaintance, could have been 
jsufiiciently ill-disposed to commit an action 
of that unpardonable nature ; and for wh^t 
purpose ? 

Had CoW BucWurst pos^ssed any 
knowledge of her a6lions and intentions 
subsequently to her quitting the house of his 
father, she would uot have been surprised to 
discover, that by means of his nefarious agents 
Mr. Demur, he had endeavoured to revenge 
himself upon her for (lie contempt with 
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lyhich she had ever treated bis advances 
towards her hearty by planning the meeting 
between herself and Sir Jasper in the house 
from which she bad just escaped ; but as she 
felt certaiq that her proceedings could not 
have been known to him ; as also that no 
person but Sidney Valmont had been acr 
quainted with them ; on him rested her sus- 
picions ; but she was not only entirely at a 
loss to conJ6£iure on what account be should 
have become her decided enemy, but also to 
believe that a diabolical spirit adequate to 
the performance of an a6l of this heinous 
nature could inhabit the breast of one whom 
Ae hs^d ever regarded as an iiisignificant^ but 
a harmless being. — In the purity of her own 
hearty Amica did not cherish the belief of 
there existing human beings with whom 
self-interest chokes every virtuous and manly 
pridciple^ and whose real nature is not 
knowB^ perhaps even to themselves^ till they 
imagine that they see an advantage to be 
derived from an a6l of infamy^ and find that 
they have not sufficient courage to forego the 
flattering temptation of grasping the desired 
good at any price. 
VoL-JLIL I 
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Mrs. A6I011 was^ boM^ever, requetted b jt Jier 
iiot to give breath to ber suspictmis, or to 
communicate to any one except ber basband, 
(he occurrences of that day; ^hich injuno* 
tions she promised stri£lly to obey. 

Whilst Arnica was partaking of a com- 
fortable supper which Mrs. A^n had pro* 
vided for her^ that good woman insisted oa 
being her sole attendant; and her conversa- 
tion was now of the strange discovery which 
had taken place of her not being the daughter 
of Lady Buckhurst; with ber comments 
upon the want of feeling in those who bad 
upon this discovery driven her from their 
house and protection.-—*' As for Mr. Leib- 
witzer^ she scarcely knew how to think he 
would be acted upon by the intelligence ;-— 
she did not believe he would be much i^xed 
by it; — she was of opinion that he had never 
thought Lady Buckhurst a mother worthy of 
such a daughter ; and she was certain nothing 
could give him so much happiness^ as to be 
allowed to consider her as his own child." 

At an early hour Arnica begged to be 
allowed to retire to rest , Mrs. A£ion con* 
ducted her to a handsome chamber^ and afte;r 
she bad assisted her in undressings die told 
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her that she hoped she would sleep well, 
ioT it was a charming soft bed^ and added, 
" Though I live in London^ I have all my 
lin^n washed in the country^ and I question 
whether you have lain in so white a pair of 
sheets since vou lejft Richmond/' 

Various fefle6iion8 for a length of time 
drove off the advances of sleep from the 
pillow of Arnica ; amongst these the most 
prominent was that of the orphan state to 
which she was once again so unexpe6iedlj 
reduced. — " Had she any parents, in ex* 
istence? and if she had, who were those 
parents ?" were questions which her inability 
to reply to at the present moment, now her 
spirits were depressed by the involvements in 
which she had that day been placed, drevr 
the tears into hpr eyes;-»— a consideration 
however quickly arose to calm her sorrows ; 
" I shall never feel the loss of those parenta 
whilst the worthy man who has been my 
protector^ through life, continues to exist :*• 
her tears now flowed from a different emo* 
tipn ; and with the change which took place 
in her feelings, sleep stole by degrees upon 
her senses, and at length locked her in the 
repose of temporary oblivion. 

I 
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CHAPTER X; 



Deliberation. 



When sir. Jasper returned home after 

his adventure^ he placed himself before a 

good fire in the dining-room of his daughter^ 

house ; and his first care was to use every 

precaution in his power against the ill effects 

of the cold which he feared th<it he might 

have taken from riding in the evening air 

with' the glasses of the carriage down ; or 

which might attack him in consequence of 

his having remained some minutes exposed 

to the cold draught of the open door in the 

hall of Mrs. A6lon's house :^ — For the benefit 

of his stomachy he accordingly swallowed 

a small glass of brandy and water^ into 

which he infused a few drops of a warm 

tin6)ur^ which was in high repute with him; 

»nd ^or that of* his feet> he kicked off his 

leatl cr shoes^ and replaced them with a pair 

of 3an£cl socks^ after which he extended 
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them upon a pUlow laid on a stool before the 
fire. 

Tb«se arrangements being made^ be pro- 
ceeded to inquire of his heart bow he was 
satisfied with his own conduct in the affair 
just past ? — The reply it made was one which 
gave him true pleasure. " Could you have 
been happy ^r it demanded^ '' in having mad^ 
a lovely girl unhappy ? — and you must be 

happy in having rendered her so/' '^ I 

must,** answered the Baronet; replying to 
the question of his heart, ^' and I am happy !'* 
and he added, for we must tell aU the truth, 
as the relater of the story, '* How fine a 
fellow am I, comparted with those selfish 
libertines who are indifferent about every 
one's happiness but their own ; careless even 
of the sufferings of the obje6l Trom which 
their happiness is derived; and who can 
unfeelingly banquet on the agonies of the 
seduced and defenceless girl." 

Bravo, Baronet! we agree with you in 
your superiority, and we hope our readers 
do so too ; you have still the feelings of a 
man, mixed with the passions of a rake : — 
?*hose of whom you have just spoken, are 

I 3 
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ovly brutes, thoi^h courtesy sufl^ timm 
to pass for humati beings. 

Upoti tbe trhole Sir Jasper fidt extremely 
pleased with himself; he had^ in opposition 
to the most violent temptation to deviate from. 
bis rule of ever so conducting himsdf as to 
confer happiness on woman^ still struggle<| 
through the temptation presented to biBt^ 
and adhered to his principles i-^He was very, 
much pleased with his n&solution indeed ! 
and stamping his foot^ as it were in defianee 
of the gout> upon the floor^ and clappin]^ 
bis hand at the same time with energy upoa 
his knee^ he believed that he did but waoit 
to know who had wronged Arnica by the. 
forgery of the letter which had tixBi day led 
him into her presence^ to take upon himself 
her further f cdress by challenging him. 

Upon this point, however, he was not s(> 
firmly decided as upon the rectitude of his 
conduct in the preceding instance ; and the 
idea was perhaps but a momentary one com- 
municated to his imagination by the warmth 
of his feelings. — However, wbv!ther it wgis so 
or not, he still earnestly wished to know by 
whom the letter had been penned, that he 
might by learning the author, decide irf what 
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manoer to punish the offeoce; but all bi^ 
conjefiiures to thU« ead left him only in the 
greatest doubL 

Whilst he sat ruminating over some coflee, 
which he had ordered to be brought to him^ 
he heard ^footsteps moving over his bead in 
the drawing-room^ and voices in loud con- 
versation; he was iiurprised^ for he beli^ed 
himself to be the only inhabitant of the house 
except' the* servants^, and judged that they 
would not either be in. that apartment^ or so 
vociferoiMt, withija his hearing. 

H^ hsid listwed but a few moments to 
those, sounds whea the bell of the drawing- 
room was.rung; the door opened;, and seme 
persons who left the room began to descend 
the stairs^ still in conversation ! when they 
had reached- the ground floor^ he inmgined 
tb^the heard, amongst the voices that (^ hi^ 
daughl^c Lady Dellaval; but still judged 
himself mistaken,, as she had on quitting 
Londoa the day before, spoken of not 
returning to it in less than three weeks. 

The door into the stre^et was opened, 
some persons went out, and at th^ same 
moment the door of the . apartn^epk he was 
sitting in was opened likewise; he turned 

I 4 
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round his head to behold who was entering 
and perceived Lady 'DellavaL 

She advanced into the room^ and he ex«- 
pressed his surprise at seeing her so soon 
returned. 

She replied, " that secident had enabled 
her to conclude the business on which she 
had lefl London, much sooner than slie had 
expefled." 

'^ And what, my dear Catherine/' asked 
Sir Jasper, ''could be the important affair 
that had power to draw you from the me- 
tropolis, from the zenith of fashion and 
pleasure, at this season of the year ? — I am 
quite amazed to find that any existing 
circumstance possessed so great authority 
over your afilions.*' 

" You know. Sir,*' answered Lad)^ Del- 

laval, *' that our affaii^s are very little known 

' , * 

to each other ; very little indeed, foi* those* of 
a father and a daughter ; I hi^pe the time 
will come, when we shall harmonize better; 
it would give me infinite pleasure.'* 

" I begin to suspect,*' Said "Sir Jasper 
with a smile, " that you are in debt, end 
afraid of aii arrest ; nothing else I think could . 
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* 

make jou so serious ; — if it is so^ I am ia 
a most unfavourable situation for a com* 
munication of the kind from jou^ for I am 
at this moment most wretchedly poor my- 
self/* 

Lady Dellaval smiled in turn^ but it wad 
not a smile of pleasure^ or of acquiescence 
in her father's suspicion ; she appeared eX'- 
tremely agitated; the expression of her 
countenance partook ^Jboth of pleasu^ and 
pain; — momentary gleams of joy appeared 
to warm her hearty and to become as sudr^ 
denly checked^ as felt^ by refle6iions of an 
opposite nature. 

'' Pray pour me out one cup of coffee/* 
she said^ after a pause; " although I am but 
just returned from travellings and feel quite 
knocked up^ I must go out again before I caa 

retire to bed/' 

"'Why whither now ?" asked the Baronet. 

. " Into Hanover-square/' she answered. 

*' I promised Arnica, for a very particular 

reasony that she should see me the moment I 

returned to town ; and I wish to keep my 

promise to her/' 
Desisting from pouring out the requested 

coffee, although not an hundred drops had 

I 5 
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yet been put into the cup, 8ir Jasper/ pre- 
feeing his aceount with an exclamation of 
that emphatic nature which fixed the at^ 
teotion of his daughter^ imparted to her all 
that had that day passed between himself and. 
our heroine. 

Lady DeUaral heard him to tlie end of hi& 
liarraliTe. without interruption ; when he httd 
concluded it, '^ Arnica not the duughter of 
Lady Buckhurst!" she ejaculated, '^gresk 
God, how extraofdinary ! — Arnica not the 
daughter of Lady Buckhurst!'' she repeated^ 
and in a lower tone she added, '' Whose 
daughter can she be then ?'' and these words 
being spoken, she appeared to sink into 
reflection. 

Sir Jasper took up the thread of conversar 
tion by beginning to expatiate on the heroism 
of his own condu6l. — Lady Dellaval inter- 
rupted him ; taking his hand, and pressing it 
in her*s, " Oh my father ! " she excUimed. — 
The address was new to the ears of the 
Baronet, and his surprise increased, ^' Oh my 
father, you know not how worthy a girl you 
h^ve spared ; — ^how noble, how excellent an 
^ a£Uon you baye performed." 
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^^ Yes, I am fuUj sensible of it,'* replied 
tbe Baronet. 

'' No, no^ . not so fully as I am/' returned 
Lady Dellaval. '^ You do not know in it's 
full extent> how happy a circumstance is the 
command whieh you have thisday maintained 
over your passions/' 

" Why how ? — What do you mean ?" said 
Sir Jasper. 

Iiady Dellaval carried the coffee-cup to 
her lips, and with marks of the greatest 
agitation of mind drank the few drops which 
her father bad poured into it. 

'' You eic press yourself with great 
warmth/' continued the Baronet^ '' and 
appear very strongly interested about this 
young woman." 

'' I am extremely so/' rejoined Lady 
. Dellaval. ^' I never yet knew any one of my 
own sex £br whom I entertained the regard 
I do for Arnica — I love her/' 

'' So do I," returned Sir Jasper/ '^ pas- 
sUmately^ tenderly/' 

*' Were she my daughter^ I cOuld adore 
her/' c^iUinued Lady Dellaval. 

^^ Or your mother ?" said the Baronet. 

'' No/' answered Lady Dellaval, '^ no/' 

16 
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'' No!*' echoed Sir Jasper, ^^Why it is 
not a month ago since you agreed .with me ia. 
believing that she would make oie an excellent 
second wife." 

'' I think now that you will never find so 
good a one/' replied her Ladyship. 

^' And yet you say now, that you should. 
not love her if you beheld lier in that cha* 

I 

ractcr/' rejoined the Baronet. 

'^ Circumstances have a most unlimited 
power in influencing our opinions/' returned 
Lady DeIIavd.1. '' When -I first recommended 
her as a wife to you, I did rfot know her so 
well as I do now ; I believed her then to be a 
good girl — ^I have since discovered her to 
be an excellent;, a glorious one/' 

'^ Do you mean to say, that you have 
since discovered her to be too good fbr 
me ?" asked Sir Jasper, in a tone of pique. 

'' At that time," replied Lady Dellaval,. 
" I considered- her like most other giris 
placed in her situation of life, eager to be* 
settled in the world as her own mistress, and 
•a married woman; and judging a title of 
the first importance to happiness^^r^I saw 
that you were determined to marry; and 
considering the chances to be against tour 
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<ineeting with any woman who would so 
faonour^ly fulfil to you the duties of her 
station^ as I believed that she would do^ I 
recommended you to turn your thoughts 
towards her/' 

^^ I must give you my thanks for your 
consideration towards me thus far/' replied 
Sir Jasper. '' Whether I shall owe them to 
you^ when you have informed me what has 
worked the change in your sentiments^ I 
know not/' 

'^ I hiiye since that time discovered that 
her o{$inions are widely, different from those 
of the generality of young wpmen in 'her 
rank of life; that she places the hapfpiness 
which she expe6ls to derive from marriage^ 
in the congeniality of sentiments and age 
which shall subsist between her husband and 
herself; and that till she can iinite herself 
with the man whom she can esteem^ she is 
satisfied to remain subje6l to the authority of 
others^ rather than to become nominally her 
own mistress/' 

^' If she insists upon similarity of age/* 

said. Sir Jasper^ '^ undoubtedly in that single 

• instance I am not exa3ly correspondent 

with her rule of matrimonial happiness-— 



but that diflBculty inigbt, perfaapfi, I 

be overruled, if in other respe6l8 she could 

be induced to believe me the man calculated 

"Impossible, Sir !— impossible !'' ejaculated 

Lady DeUaval. 

'^ Do you. suppoiJe then," demanded the 
Baronet, " that if the discovery of her not 
being the daughter of Lady Badthurst bad 
not taken pfece at this critical jeinfture,. that 
she would not have been won to give nore her 
hand out of conwderation to the benefits I 
had promised to. confer on her family^ in 
remunerati<vn for that blessing ?" 

*' I am certain that she would not," replied 
Lady DeUaval ; " if she had even deliberated 
upon it, she would have lost my regard/' 

*^ And why so, pray?" asked Sir Jasper 
sharply. " You appear as if you delighted 
to speak in aenigmas: would it have been a 

crime ? 

'' Yes," replied his daughter, '' th^ crime of 
breaking those promises of constancy which 
she has made to one deserving of her affec- 
tion ; and of utterly destroying those hopes 
which she has encouraged him to enter- 
tain/' 
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'^ Hum V ejaculated Sir Jasper : — " her 

b^art then is disposed of. 1 take it for 

granted/* he added^ after a short pause^ 
*' that this is also a discovery which you have 
made since the pdriod of your recommending 
her to rae as a wife." 

These words were spoken by Sir Jasper in 
a tone of satirical discontent. Lady Dellaval 
returned to- them a simple and serious affirma- 
tive. 

Another pause ensu^ — Sir Jasper broke it. 
" It is true then what what has been whisper- 
ed of the attachment borne to Arnica by Co- 
lonel Buekhurst? And yet if he be the man 
she selefts, it appears inconceivably strange, 
that he who governs in his father's house 
should have permitted the expulsion from it 
of one who possesses his heart." 

" Can you for a moment suppose that a girl 
all amiable, as I have just described Amicato 
you, could have encouraged the addresses of 
such a man as Colonel Buckhurst?*' exclaim- 
ed Lady Dellaval, with some warmth. * 

'* He is one of your particular friends. 
Lady Catherine," replied Sir Jasper. 

'' He has been one of my necessary ap- 
pendages in the life of dissipation which I 
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have been silly enough to lead for some years 
past; but it is not possible^ (as I dare say you 
know from better experience than mine^ Sir } 
nor necessary^ to esteem all those whose ac^ 
quaintance is acceptable to us. You J^now 
also^ Sir^'' she added with emphasis^ '^ that a 
life of this nature was not my choice^ but my 
resource." 

The Baronet hemmed, took a pinch of 
snuiT^ poured out another cup of coffee^ and 
employed himself some minutes in sweetening 
and drinking it; whilst the changes in his 
countenance appeared to indicate that some 
unpleasant reile6iions were passing in his 
mind: at length he said, "And who — who 
did you say was the happy man that possessed 
Arnica's heart?" 

Having mentioned the name of Maurice 
Stanton, Lady Dellaval proceeded for some 
minutes to expatiate on the excellent qualiti^ 
of his heart and understanding, which eulogies 
she concluded with the exclamation of '^ How 
sincerely I pity^them !"' 

'' Pity them r replied Sir Jasper. " Why 
do you pity them? You represent them pos- 
sessed of every happiness in each other's affec- 
tion." 



9€ 



HUMAN BE1NGS« 185 

Because^'* returned Lady Dellaval, '' there 
are obstacles to their union^ which it may 
proTe very difficult to them to surmount/ 

^^ Difficulties sweeten love to young and 
sensitive minds,*- returned the Baronet. 

^^ It must be then when attended by a 
cheering prospe6l of theirconcludingin bliss/' 
answered Lady Dellaval; '^and O how ex- 
quisite, how unbounded is the gratitude which 
young and fervent minds feel for the hand 
Mrliich kindfy stretches itself out to extri- 
cate them from the labyrinth of doubt and 
fear»/' ,. , 

• ^' The knowledge of possessing the grati- 
tude of a lovely girl, like Arnica:, is a sensa- 
tion secondary only to that of possessing her 
affe6iion/' safd Sir Jasper 1 '^' I have to-day 
experieuced it, you know; and I feel more 
than ever convinced, that the lAaii who com- 
municates hajtpiness to the heart of one of the 
sex communicates^ happiness at the same 
moment to Ws own/' 

^^ And the greater the happiness he is abki 
to confer on a deserving obje6l of that sex, 
the greater must be the reward of his own 

feelings!'' eiclaimed her Ladyship. 

1 



'' YeSj it must — it must!" replied Sir Jas- 
per. 

" Pui^sue thai plan towards Arnica then," 
rejeiBed Lady Dellaval; '^ and reap the goldea 
harvest of her grateful smiles/' 

" Pursue !" echoed Sir Jasper- '^ Ho:w ? 
Which way? — I don't understand what you 
require/', < 

^' Resolve to banish from, your memory," 
answered Lady Dellaval> ^^ the recolle6lion of 
your ever having regarded. her with a mor^ 
teodeit consideration than that. o£ a friqnd 
desirous of promoting her happiness*;, and 
having broi^htyoursfilf to tiiis determioation^ 
continue taa£L towards her the part of ihat 
valuable friend^** 

The countenaiiee of t|ie Baronet expj^ssed 
that h^ found some di£^cuHy in hecoming a 
philbsophef i^ this respe6L" 

^rShe is now but negB^ively blest/' Lady 
Ddlaval cqutinu^d : ''^ you iave preserved her 
indeed from misery ; but it, is in your power 
to be thd instrument of her attaining the 
summit of felicity,^ What would then be her 
gratitude towards you ! By all the world 
you would be known and respe6i;ed as the 
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^iver of happiness to one of the handsomest 
ai%d most deserving women in it^ whilst she 
herself would consider it impossible for her 
to confer on jou sufficient proofs of her 
esteem." 

'^ You draw an alluring pifture," returned 
Sir Jasper^ ^'to place before the eyes of a 
man who is an epicure in attaching to hiio- 
self the favourable sentiments of pretty wo- 



men/' 



He paused .--^Lady Dellavil peri^eived him 
to be expelling from her an explanation of 
the hints which she had been throwing out to 
catch his attention^ and said^ ^^ Your inter- 
cession^ Sir^ would not fail to bring over to 

* 

their cause the grandfather of Maurice Stan- 
ton> who has not yet given his consent to their 



union.*' 



'^ Would it?" replied Sir Jasper, ''My 
intercession l-r-rW ho is the gentleman? — Do 
I know him?" 

''Yes, extremely vrell/' answered Lady 
Dellaval. 

" Indeed V returned Sir Jasper. " Pray 
name him to me." 

" For a reason of a very particular nature/, 
replied Lady. Dellaval, '' I am bound liot to 
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tell you who fae is, unless you shall promise 
to interest yourself warmly with him in the 
cause of Arnica ; aud then only to give you 
that information in her presence/' 

^* From the nature of this condition^^ said 
the Baronet, '^ it appears as if Arnica and you 
had held a consultation together upon this 
business/' 

^' I confess we have done so^" replied Lady 
Dellaval; "thfe last time of my seeing her, 
she interested me so strongly in her favour 
that I promised her my eternal friendship^ 
and that I would endeavour to prevail on 
you to BiGi the part so essential to her happi- 
ness/' 

^' Then Amica herself expressed a wish o€ 
•my interceding for her with Mr. Stanton's 
grandfather?" demanded Sir Jasper. 

Lady Dellaval replied in the affirmative. 

Sir Jasper continued thus: ''But at that 
time^ that is when you last saw her we must re- 
colle6l she was the acknowledged daughter of 
Lady Buckhurst: I should feel myself very 
awkward in executing the task of f ecommend-» 
ing it to any man of condition to suffer his 
grandson to conne6i himself with one whos^ 
origin is uot at all known/' 
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'^ Oh no, no, my dear Sir!" replied Lady 
Dellaval. '' Believe me, that if you will 
urge your suit to him, this idea upon whieb 
you ground your apprehensions of its bein^ 
re]e6led, will not militate against an event 
fayourable to the yoUng people; provided 
Only the «uit to that effe£l comes from you i 
and why should you fear it^ reje6lion?— 
Would not you yourself even^ now> if there 
were no obstacle to prevent it, freely give 
your owii hand to Arnica ? The grandfather 
of Mr; Stanton is by no means more than your 
equal in rank, and why should you suppose 
that he possesses less liberality of sentimen); 
than yourself? — Why should he riot perceive, 
asiam sure you do, that although not now 
the daughter of Lady Buckhurst, Arnica is 
equally possessed of all those excellent quali* 
ties of the heart, all those enchanting graces of 
the person, which drew upon her admiration 
when she was so ; and which leave her still ad- 
mirable for herself, now she is not. Mr. Stan- 
ton is the legal heir of his grandfather, whose 
possessions are now infinitely more than suffi- 
cient for comfort, or even grandeur; why 
then should you apprehend that he should be 
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blind to the convi6}iou of tbe most desirable 
dower which his grandson can obtain in mar* 
fiage^ being those qualities which will enhance 
to him the enjoyment of his other blessings ?^ 
After many more persnasions to the same 
tSk€i on the part of Lady Dellaval^ the Ba-^ 
tenet appearing strongly to incline towards an 
acquiescence in> her ^iiit^ promised to refle£l 
upon it till fhe^moming^ and to give her his 
decii^ive reply before the hour at which she 
had toM 'him «he intended visiting Arnica; 
for their eon^rersation hadsnnk so deeply into 
the night that her Lstdyship now judged it pru- 
dent to deitr her visit till the succeeding day. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



jL HE Baronet was a man whose feelings 

.•were never sufficiently strong upon any oeca« 

^on either to curtail him df bis sleep^ or 

deprive iiim oT his appetite ; accordingl j, 

upon entering his bed^ he slept as well as 

usual^ and on being waked> about the hour of 

two in the mornings he partook with his ac- 

customary zest of the hot veal cutlets and eggs 

t^'hich were cfffelred to the gratification of his 

•pakte. After this nightly whet, it was his 

usual custom to continue sitting up in bis 

bed, for about half an* hour, in order to give 

. his powers of digestion a fairer chance of 

performing their duty than they could have 

while he was in a recumbent posture; and 

this half hour he resolved to dedicate to the 

8ubje£i which he bad promised Lady Dellaval 

should occupy some portion of his thoughts 

before they met again/ 
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It is not the sign of a bad hearty but of a 
Vfeak understandings i^hen a man must be 
Spurred on to the performance of a meritorious 
a6lion by the degree of credit which is to re- 
sult to him in the opinion of the world from 
his condu6i: we must not^ therefore^ consider 
Sir Jasper entirely unentitled to praise when 
we are informed that he determined to exert 
himself in the cause of Amica^s happiness^ be-% 
cause we are so well acquainted with his 
chara6ier as to know that by vanity alone he 
was a6iuated in his determination — and for 
this reason; because we must allow that it 
was much more commendable in him to a6i 
from any motive towards the real happiness of 
a woman> who could not be happy in the 
contemplation of him as a husband, than to 
ti£l towards her from a worse impulse than 
thatof vanity^ the part which an ancient fable 
tells us was played by a certain dog in a 
maoger. 

In how high estimation^ he considered, 
must his opinion he held, if it were regarded 
as a decided point, that his intercession would 
carry the voice of Mr. SUntpn's grandfiitbcr 
in favour of his grandson's union with Arnica! 
In every circle of fu^hion^ Arnica's charms 
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"were known and admired : Lady Dellaval had 
represented to him the grandfather of Mr. 
Stanton as a man equal in rank and fortune 
to himself; of course various paragraphs 
concerning the marriage would appear in the 
daily prints; and in these, after the heroic and 
generous condu6l which he had resolved 
upon^ he could not fail to be held forth in a 
particularly distinguished light! — The trans- 
action^ in shorty could not fail to give him 
notoriety^ and to gain him the greatest cre- 
dit. 

He slept again^ and rising at his usual hour^ 
met Lady Dellaval at breakfast. He imme- 
diately informed her what had been the result 
of his meditations : with the most apparent 
satisfaction she heard his declaratioil^ and 
replied to it by saying, '^Do but. Sir, go 
through with this undertaking in the spirited 
manner in which you speak of it, and great 
indeed will be the pride and esteem with 
which I shall regard my father." 

*' Do not fear me," returned Sir Jasper, 
''I am animated by the idea of the laureb 
which will be wound round my reputa- 
tion/' 

Vol. III. K 
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*' We will both visit Arnica this morning," 
said Lady Dellaval; " she cannot be too soon 
informed of her happiness; I will, therefore^ 
go tohei immediately after breakfast; and in 
half an hour after, you shall, if you please, 
follow me; I will employ the interval in im- 
parting to her your generous intentions, and 
in preparing her to receive you as her best 
friend." 

To this arrangement Sir Jasper agreed, 
but pressed his daughter now he had finally 
promised to make the desired appeal in be- 
half of the young couple to Mr. Stanton's 
grandfather, to inform him who that gentle- 
man was, in order that he might be the better 
J)repdred for his interview with him; to which 
Lady Dellaval had hinted that it was likely 
Arnica would that very morning condu6l 
him: but her Ladyship declared that she had 
pledged her solemn promise to Amica, liot to 
• toil him, except in her presence; and that, 
therefore, out of regard to her word, she must 
dcf( r i! i;iitil they were with her. 

'il;'; iiaroiiet ridiculed his daughter's 
sfTi;! !es, but could net laugh her out of k 
sliioi observance of them. 
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Breakfast being concluded, her Ladj'ship 
set out in bcr chariot for Langford's hotel, 
and in about half an hour aflcr. Sir Jasper 
followed her. 

On arriving at the hotel, he was met at 
the door by Mrs. ACion herself, who coii- 
du5led him up stairs into a handsome dining- 
roonij ■where he found Lady Dellaval and 
Arnica, whose eyes betrayed them both to 
liive been weeping. 

For some time tiie conversation of all the 
party bore evident marks of the confusion of 
tlieir minds; Lady Dellaval then said, "If 
Arnica conld summon sufficient courage. Sir, 
she would inquire of you, whether you really 
kave promised to exert your influence for tha 
iappinessofbty future life. She almost be- 
f iieves that I am deceiving her, when I tell het 
Ihat you have done'so; and can only be pw- 
fefitly convinced of the truth, by your own 
assertion to that efFe6l." 

"As a proof, my dear Madam," said Sir 
Jasper, addressing Aniica, " how earnestly 
yawi happiness was my desire, when I rc- 
i(i('^(f'i! jou to bestow your haild od me, \ 
luivc {lUclged my word to beconte the inter- 
ciisBor I'ur you to be allowed to bestow it on 

_,1 
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him, your union \vith ^hom promises you 
that felicity of which it is my wish to see you 
possessed.-' 

^^ And do you really promise this? Kind, 
generous^ noble-hearted man V* exclaimed 
Amica. 

'* Yes/' answered Sir Jasper^ " if it is in my 
power to remove any obstacle which may at 
present exist to your marriage with Mr. 
Stanton, and to conciliate his grandfather 
to your union, I pledge my honor to exert 
myself to the utmost of my ability for the 
accomplishment of this desired end." 

The tears burst afresh into the* eyes of 
Amica, and she hid her face on the bosom 
of Lady Dellaval; who, on her part, ap- 
peared little less agitated than her fair pro- 
tegee. 

*' Now then," said Sir Jasper, continuing 
to address Amica, " it alone remains for 
you to inform me who Mr. Stanton's grand- 
fitther is." 

^^ I will answer that inquiry," said Lady 
Dellaval ; as she spoke, she drew from her 
pockiet a red morocco case, which contained 
the miniature that it will be, recollected her 

_f 

Ladyship shewed on the day succeeding:^ her 
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masked ball^ at Sir Benjamin Biickhurst's, 
as a trinket which liad been found on the 
preceding night in one of her rooms:—— 
After a moment's hesitation, she it put into the 
hand of Sir Jasper, accompanying her a6tion 
hy saying, " This portrait will give you eve- 
ry information; in that you will behold 
Maurice Stanton's father." ' 

After a few moment's contemplation, — 

"Stanton's father!" ecliocd Sir Jasper. 

" Why this is — yes it must, I cannot he mis- 
taken — this is Arlington !" 

" Remember your promise ; remember you 
have pledged your honour to its fulfilling '. " 
exclaimed in the wildest accents. Lady Del- 
laval. 

" This is Arlington then," said Sir Jas- 
per, convinced in his surmises by tlie emo- 
tion of his daughter ; " this is Arlington, and 
Stanton is yourson!" 

" My pride, my glory?" returned I^dy 
Dellaval ; " onej whose restoration to mo 
renders existence more valuable than it ever 
Was before ; one who « ill add another 
blessing to a mother's life, by making this 
amiable girl nay child also." 
The Baronet did not speak ; he looked 
k3 



198 HUMAN BEINGS. 

alternately with a varying countenance upon 
his daughter and Arnica. 

" Recolle61, dear Sir/' said Lady Dellaval, 
taking his haml in her's, and pressing it as 
«he spoke^ ^^ recollefl that you have pledged 
your word to use every means in your power 
for prevailing on the grandfather of Mau- 
rice Sfanlon to consent to his union with 
Arnica — his ^'^randfalher cannot therefore 
upon his own conditions withhold his ac- 
cordance to their petition/' 

^^ But I have not promised/' replied Sir 
Jasper, '' to acknowledge him as my legal 
heir; therefore as I do not consider him a« 
my grandson, my consent cannot be requi- 
site to the union at all/' 

Arnica burst into tears ; — Lady Dellaval 
fell at her father's feet <' Oh Sir/' she ex- 
claimed, ^^ I entreat you to suffer the suit 
which is presented to your consideration to 
sink into your heart ; has not the false pride 
which actuated you in separating me from 
the only man on earth I ever loved, driven 
me to become a chara6ler I detest to refleft 
upon ; and to seek dissipation and extra- 
vagance as a relief for my tortured feel- 
ings? — would you, now all the affc5lioa 



k'». 
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which I bore that man is revived within raj 
breast, by beholding my son the exact re- 
seaiblaiice of what his father waSj, debar me 
of the happiness. of cherishing in him the 
recollection of ray long lost hopes? — my 
ideas are now different ; my resolution . 
stronger than it was when I calmly suffered 
mj'self to be divided from him, to whom 
love and religion bound me ; I can no lon- 
ger cast off ray own offspring, though you 
cast nie off^ because I cannot steel my heart 
against him/' 

Si ill the baxonet did not speak. 
'^ In your principle of deriving happiness 
from conferring it on my sex^ am I, your 
daughter, to be the only exception to your 
general rule ?'' demanded Lady DellavaK 

^' You will not be the only exception, 
if you are doomed to be one at all'", said 
Arnica; ^' my affections are too closely 
linked with, yours, for me to taste happiness 
while y oil are denied it ?'' 

Instead of being held up to the world 

as the excellent and admirable character 

to which Sir Jasper had a few hours before 

b^liev^d that his intercession with the grand- 

, father of Maurice Stanton would have eu* 
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titled him^ M^hilst he was ignorant who that 
grandfather was, he now perceiyed that 
if he could not speedily reconcile himself 
to accede to Lady Dellavars suit, he >prould 
on the contrary be represented to it as a 
selfish, unfeeling old fellow, who had sa* 
crificed the happiness of his own daug-h- 
ter, and of an amiable girl, to the caprice 
of his ill-tempered opinions : — Now an old 
man who is an admirer of the sex, and who 
does not intend to relinquish the pursuit of 
that passion, even when the passion has 
entirely left him, dreads no accusation so 
much as that of ill-temper ; his accommo- 
dating manners can alone render him en- 
durable to females, and therefore the mo- 
ment he is reported to be tetchy, or surly, 
he loses all chance of being tolerated by 
them — upon this consideration the baronet 
spoke thus : *' I have already told Arnica, 
that I never will be lax in my exertions to 
promote her happiness, in order that I may 
by this rule prove to her how earnestly that 
end was my desire when I first made her 
an offer of ray own hand ; and I consider 
it as no small flattery to myself that she 
should refuse to accept Stanton as her bus* 



/I 
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band in an^ cbaracter but that of mj grand- 
son ; — I cannot help pleasing myself with 
the idea, that if I had been as youthful as 
be is, I might not perhaps have been aa 
unsuccessful wooer." 

> Lady DcUaval kissed the hand of her 
father with a rapturous expression of gra- 
.. titude, and moved to the window, to relieve 
her heart by giving vent to her tears. 

" Now your consent is obtained," said 
Arnica,. " I shrink within my:>tlf at llie 
idea of having suffered it to be asktd; — 
When I first admitted Maurice Simton to 
my heart, we were alike the chilJreii of a 
generous protector's benevolence ; our si- 
tuatioiiti in life were equal ; now lie is risen 
in forluoe's scale, I cannot h^'lp fcoling 
myself an intruder upon his prospt'iitv ; and 
ft:iring that I must be considered >o by those 
with whom he is connected." 

" Oh forbear, forbear, my dearest Ami- 
ca," exclaimed I^y Dellaval, " havj you 
not every qualilication to render you t\\s 
ptide and ornament of those connexions— 
every virtue to endear you to their hearts, 
Bud every claim upon their afieBiou., in pos- 
S.5 
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sessing the love of him through whom you 
will become allied to them ?" 

'^ And if the young fellow has any of 
my fire in his composition/' exclaimed Sir 
Jasper^ '^ he will feel himself doubly blest 
at being admitted to a rank in life which 
will enable him to exalt the condition of 
the woman who inspires him with admi- 
ration — ^the man who really loves, never 
fhinks he is able to bestow sufficient hap* 
piness on the object of his admiration/' 
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CHAPTER XU, 

The Mother's Tale. 



W E must now dedicate a few prtges to 
the private history of Lady Dclia-val, and 
explain the appareot mystery of lier being a 
mother. 

We have already seen in the short sketch 
which Sidney Valmont gave, in a former 
part of this history, to the BuckLurst family, 
of her Ladyship's life, that she lip,d the mis- 
fortune to be deprived of her mai.crnal parent 
at a very early age, and to be entirely left 
to the tare, and direction of gouveruautes ; 
j, her fiiLlitr liayiog infinitely more atteuUon 
'■ to hi» own amusements, than either to the 
happiness or education of his dairi^hter, 

Amongsl the numerous persona to whom 
w«B entrusted the formation of Inr lady- 
liili's niinil- and manners, her greatest 
favftrite van a. female whose particular dc- 
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partmeat it was to communicate to her 
pupil a knowledge of the graces ; her name 
was Arlington : — Soon after Lady Dellayal 
had completed her fifteenth year^ Miss 
Arlington received 9^ visit from a hrother 
ofhers^ who held a curacy in the adjoining 
county : — He was a young man of genteel 
address^ handsome person^ and pleasing 
manners ; as the guest of her gouvernante^ 
he became the acquaintance of Lady Del- 
laval, and he left an impression on her heart 
which was but a very short time a secret to 
Miss Arlington. 

Frequent are the instances when persons 
placed in the situation of Miss Arlington^ 
have not the fortitude or principle to prefer 
the interest of the young person with whose 
charge they are entrusted, to their own ; 
and Miss Arlington by no means possessed 
this laudable command over lierself : she 
considered, that a match with the sole daugh- 
ter and heiress of Sir Jasper Wormeaten, 
must, in any point of view, be a most glori- 
ous advantage for her brother: that she 
should rise in situation with him in such a 
case; and that therefore on her own account, 
as well as his, it was ^^ a consummation d(s 
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Toutly to be wished." To this end she was 
continually repeating^ to Lady Dcllavai the 
ardent passion which M'as entertained for her 
by her brother Frederic, and taking every 
opportunity in her power of throwing ihem 
in the way of each other; the event of which 
intrigue was, that when scarcely three months 
turned of sixteen. Lady Deilaval was pre- 
vailed upon to elope with the brother of her 
goverdess. 

They reached Scotland in safety; and 
thence they removed to a spot of retirement 
from the world; but although Frederic Ar- 
lington bad managed to raise the sum requi- 
site for transporting himself and his wife 
from Wiltshire to the land of hymeneal 
liberty, his raeans"were now utterly expended, 
and they were botli entirely destitute of that 
most requisite of all ingredients — money. 

In this deplorable situation they found 
tliemselvcs before the first week of their 
honeymoon was elapsed ; and as the only 
clue to extricate them from their labyrinth 
of difficulties, Mrs. Arlington wrote to her 
father imploring his pardon and assistance, 
iler letter conveyed to the Baronet all the 
informatioa which be was anxious to receive 
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concerning them, namely the place of their 
retreat, for which he immediately set out. — ^ 
He arrived at their cottage of love> at a tim^ 
when ?»Trs. Arlington happened to be alone 
in it — He compelled her immediately to 
enter his carriage ; and having given a small 
packet in charge to a person of the house for 
Arlington on his return, he took his seat by 
her in the chaise, and ordered the postilions 
to drive off. 

Although she had little doubt but that her 
husband was dire6lly to follow her, still she 
wept that she had not seen him to bid him 
farewell, even for the short time she believed 
they were to be separated from each other; 
but when she learnt that it was her father's 
possitive decision that she 'should never be- 
hold him again, her ravings wqre little short 
of madness. — Having condu6ied her to his 
mansion in Wiltshire, and placed her under 
the care of those from whose custody he took 
eflfe6live means to prevent her escape, he 
proceeded to London. 

The packet which he had left at the cot- 
tage for Arlington, contained a letter from 
the Baronet wherein he commanded' li^jtn to^ 
meet him at the expiration of a week ift 
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London ; having terms, he said, which he 

should then propose to him for the regulation 

of his future life; — the packet contained also 

a sum of money sufficient to defray his ex- 

pences up to the metropolis. — Whatever 

designs the Baronet might have in view, 

Arlington concluded, that, situated as he 

was, he could not do better than to make 

a shew of obedience to his wife's father, 

by following the dire6iions which he had 

received. 

In London accordingly they met : Arling- 
ton was received by Sir Jasper with that 
inflexible pride and haughtiness which he 
expe6led; but he did not expe6l the sentence 
which he received from his lips; — after some 
preliminary discourse the Baronet thus 
addressed him : " You are a very young 
man, and therefore are not perhaps ac- 
j quainted how far the step of which you have 
been guilty, renders you amenable to the 
laws of your country. — It is in my power to 
arraign you in a court of justice for the 
crime of having stolen an heiress of minor 
years; the consequence of your convi6iipa 
would be the imposition of a fine beyond 
. ^prhat it is in your power to payy and ydu 
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would thus become a prisoner for life; your 
sister also might be made a sharer in your 
punishment^ as an accomplice, in the afit; — 
but it is not my design to deal thus harshly 
with you; I have the ability to get you 
instantly appointed to a chaplainship in a 
regiment which is at this hour embarking 
for the East Indies ; — if therefore you choose 
to accept it, I shall appoint proper persons 
to see you on board the vessel this very day ; 
if you refuse, 1 shall instantly proceed to 
enter against you a process at law : — But 
remember also, that I procure you this ap- 
pointment upon the condition of your never 
breathing a syllable relative to your mar- 
riage ; the instant 1 can prove a word to 
that effect to have fallen from your lips, I 
revoke my favor towards you, and change 
my condu6i to such as the laW will authorize 
rae to exert." 

The confusion of Arlington's mind, and 
the disagreeable state of his feelings, may be 
easily imagined; he was not sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the nature of the laws to be 
able to reply by any effe6live argument to 
those advanced by Sir Jasper ; and probabljf 
nDt heroic enough in his love to be able to 
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endure the idea of utter ruin from a per- 
severance in the rashness he had committed, 
he embraced the plan which the Baronet 
offered to his acceptance. 

Sir Jasper having thus succeeded in re- 
moving Arlington from the country where 
his presence must have been inimical to his 
proud views, he next turned his thoughts 
towards Arlington's sister, who also had it 
it in her power to divulge the secret which 
must prove a stab to the future prospefils of 
his ill-guided daughter; accordingly having, 
■without much difficulty, convinced Miss Ar- 
lington that a propagation of the truth on 
her part must prove utter ruin to her own 
thara6ler in the situation she was fated to 
move in through life, as it must prevent any 
mother from placing confidence in her as the 
prote6lress of her daughter, he prevailed 
upon her to accept the place of teacher in a 
family with which he was acquainted, who 
were on the point of setting out for Russia ; 
and at parting he gave her an hundred pounds 
as a douceur farther to ensure her, if possible, 
from tattling. 

These two dangerous persons being re- 
moved. Sir Jasper returued to his own home. 
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where he had left his daugLter in the care oC 
those who had faithfully fulfilled the trust 
reposed in tbcrn, without a knowledge of tlie 
cause from which their services had beem 
demanded. — lie found his daughter in that 
WTctcIicd state of mind which was to be ex- 
pe6ied from a girl of her age deprived of the 
first object of her love ; he informed her of 
the steps he had taken; and the iirraness of 
his manner^ by leaving her no hope of be- 
holding her husband again^ almost drove her 
to desperation. 

To remove her from the observation of his 
neighbours in her present state of mind, the 
Baronet judged judicious, as he hoped it 
might prove advantageous to the tranquillizing- 
of her spirits, by giving her new and vary- 
ing obje6is for her contemplation; he ac- 
cordingly resolved to travel with her for a 
year; and to this end he took her from 
Wiltshire as soon as a few hasty preparatibns 
could be made for that purpose. 

Their only female attendant was a woman 
of rather advanced years; she had lived in the 
service of his late wife, and had ever since 
been retained as a member of his household ; 
he believed her sufficiently attached to his 
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family hy the benefits which she had received 
from it, to bury in secrecy the cause of liis 
daughter's grief, if she were ever tempted to 
communicate to one of her own se^ the 
source of her evident infelicity. 

The season of the year was that of summer, 
and they immedtateiy proceeded into ^Yaies. 
Sir Jasper engaged a habitation in one of the 
most romantic spots of the principality, and 
by constantly wandering with his d;iughlcr 
amidst the everchanging beauties, of the 
country, he entertained the hope of soothing 
her mind, and diverting it in the course of 
time from its favourite subjeH of reflection : 
When about three months had been passed 
by them in this manner of life, that discovery 
nvhich had alone haunted the imagination of 
Sir Jasper since his dismissal of Arlington 
from Euglaod, was made to him — his daugh- 
ter was about to become a mother. 

The Baronet had foreseen the probahility 
of this events and therefore his mind was not 
unprepared to encounter. Without pcrrait- 
liiig her a voice in any instance relative to 
the imprudent step of which she had been 
guilty, he considered it almost a condescen- 
i'ljoa ill Iiim to inform her of his plans for the 
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concealment of what he denominated^ her 
shame. 

We have already said, that Sir Jasper and 
his daughter had with them a confidential 
female servant; this woman whose name 
was ^mith,^ had frequently received visits in 
Wiltshire from a man named Winstanley, of 
whom Mrs. Arlington knew no more than 
that he was called Smith's lover, and said ta 
enjoy a small post under government ; hut 
of what nature this situation was, or where 
he resided, she was entirely ignorant : — about 
six weeks before the time»of her coafinement 
this man appeared at their Welch residence, 
and was in the course of a few days after his 
arrival^ married to Mrs. Smithy and admitted 
by Sir Jasper an inhabitant of his house; 
and at the expiration of a few more days he 
again departed. 

At length arrived tl)fe time of Mrs. Arling- 
ton's release from her burden ; and the fruit 
of her marriage proved a boy : — As soon as 
she was sufficiently recovered to be able to 
travel, she was required by her father to take 
leave of Mrs. Winstanley and her child; 
and was informed by him that she must sot 
entertain the idea of ever seeing either of 
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them again'/' — '' He had/* he said, '' settled 
two hundred a year upon the child for its 
life; and had given Mr. Winstanley a 
thousand pounds upon the condition of his 
returning at the expiration of another year 
into Wales, and taking back with him his 
wife and the child, to his own abode, as the 
widow of a Welch clergyman, with whom 
he had accidentally .become acquainted and 
married; and the child was to pass for the 
offspring of her first marriage/' 

Mrs. Arlington had requested that her 
child might be named Frederick after his 
father^ but had never been able to gain 
information whether her wish had been 
complied with ; she entreated to be told 
where Mr. Winstanley's residence was, but 
in this desire likewise she was not gratified ; 
Sir Jasper refusing to give her any know- 
ledge which might ever lead her to behold 
the ofi^pring of her ill-advised marriage 
again. 

With regret she parted from her child; 
but it was a trivial inquietude compared 
with that which rent her breast when she 
refte6ied on her separation from her hus- 
band. 
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On leaving Wales the Baronet immediately 
repaired with his daughter to a fashionable 
watering-place, as a prelude to her public 
introduction to the great world in London. 
A very short time after their arrival on this 
spot, intelligence reached Sir Jasper, which, 
although it commnnicuted infinite satisfac- 
tion and relief to his feelings, he had still 
enough of the father in his heart to be for 
some time apprehensive of communicating 
to his daughter; and this intelligence was, 
the death of Arlington, who had fallen a 
vi6lim to the climate, a very few weeks atYer 
his landing in India. 

The objefil of his resentment being re- 
moved from the power of causing any further 
interruption to his views for his daughter. 
Sir Jasper used every tenderness in com- 
muoicating to her the event of his death. — 
For a time she sunk into a desponding 
melancholy, which if riot speedily overcome, 
appeared materially to threaten her health.) 
Sir Jasper trusting 'to the efficacy of novel 
scenes, flattery, admiration, and every sootlier 
of the female mind, to win her thought* 
from the dead, by fixing them upon the 
living, used every means in his power for 
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giving her a ay ./:.•;> i (.'tL-eqiiencp which 

mifrhl Ciill Ikn* th»- jhis i'ro.ii iiCr.;df. — la 

the coiir.^e of dl;>ul six nuiiliiS l.o no fdt 

succeeded in his plan, r'uU his (\vai^]u^r 

beginning to feel the pleasures vwurh were 

bttbred to her accepLince, a relief for the 

torturing reflefilions which corroded her 

breast, indulged in them, not because they 

were what she best loved, but because 

she found them short lived opiates to her 

cares. 

Having once begun to admit the gaieties 

of fashionable life as Lethean draughts to her 

sorrowing soul, her pursuit of them daily 

increased; not because her heart became 

daily more devoted to pleasure, but because 

the relief she experienced from dissipatkou 

was so unsubstantial as to require frequent 

changes and augmentations to preserve to it 

the power which she required from it. — 

Most of the fashionable men with whom she 

formed intimacies, slfie despised; but still she 

dreaded the solitude of her own reflections 

too much not to use every means of inducing 

them to flutter rouud her; but although she 

received the attentions of all, there was not 

one whom she could endure the idea of 

2 
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admitting to her hearty and she almost believed 
that she should never marry a second time. — 
But at length perceiving that she v*^as arriv- 
ing at an age when she could no longer 
command the adoration of the votaries of 
fashion as a single woman^ and that marriage 
alone could still keep them in her train^ she 
bestowed her hand without any preference 
for the man, upon Sir John Dellaval. 

Sir John was a man of weak intelle^ 
and ordinary person ; a man by no means 
calculated to efface from her mind the recol- 
le6lion of her first and only love ; the com- 
parison was constantly in her ideas^ and 
misery habitually the inmate of her heart : — 
Sir John had only one qualification which 
could a6l as a softener of her lot, and this was 
his wealth; a free access to which he per- 
mitted her, and with which she used to purchase 
those pleasures which in the short period of 
their enjoyment procurjed her the happiness 
of forgetting herself. ** 

At the end of a few years Sir John died : — 
during the period that the forms of decorum 
required of her a seclusion from the world, 
to which no regret for his loss prompted her; 
the thoughts of Lady Dellaval took a new 
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turn ; she had often requested of her father to 
inform her whether her son were alive^ and he 
had replied to her inquiries in the aflSinnative, 
but still stri^ly withheld from her a know- 
ledge of his destiny and residence. — ^That 
sou she considered must now be eighteen 
years of age ; bow should she enj[oy to clasp 
hin^ to b^r breast ! to tell him her affe6lioa 
for his father ! the idea communicated more 
real pleasure to her mind than any she had 
yet tasted since her separation from Aiiing-* 
ton ; and she resolved the moment her father 
biid paid the^debt of nature^ to discover his 
retreat^ and Acknowledge him her son. 

This resolution being formed^ her next 

determination was not to exceed the limits of 

her annual income^ that she might preserve 

ber property undiminished^ for the purpose 

of bequeathing it to him^ who now occupied 

her whole mind: — The daily extravagance 

of which she saw her father guilty in^biii 

pursuit of the sex, was her greatest caUse of 

anxiety; for she was now so much engrossed 

with her plans for deriving the happincgi of 

the latter years of her own existence from 

the happiness which she shoiitd have it in 

her power to bestow on her soil> tbit ev6ry 

Vol. hi. L 
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curtailment of her ezpe£lations gaye htt 
pain. 

. But much as she disliked the contiBual 
diminutions which Sir Jasper's purse sus- 
tained by his repeated gallantries^ she dread^> 
still more his marriage with any unprincipled 
woman^ who might not only wantonly 
squander away his fortune^ but inherit the 
greater share of such property as he might die 
possessed of: — Still she believed that could 
any woman of principle be induced to give 
him her hand^ his expences would^ in con- 
sequence of his union with such a woman^ 
become considerably less^ and his principal 
accordingly increase^ which might otherwise 
be entirely lavished away. 

Time passed on: Sir Jasper was still a wid* 
ower^ and Lady DeUaval convinced that his 
intentipn of forming a second connection was 
as strong as ever : — At this period she firsf 
became acquainted with Arnica ; in her she 
beheld a female sufficiently beautiful^ she 
believed^ to attract the love of her &tfaer, 
and maintain bis heart indivisibly her's^ if 
she could be prevailed upon to become his 
.wife ; a female endowed with so much good 
fense> th^kt no inordinate waste of his pra- 
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pertj was to he dreaded at her hands; — a 
female in every respefl the most desirable 
to the relations of an old man resolved 
on uniting himself with a young woman. ^ 
In professing an attachment to Arnica, 
Lady Dellaval professed no more than she 
really felt; she discovered her ^ have an 
excellent hearty and a noble disposition ; and 
she pleased herself with the idea of one day, 
when she was become the widow of Sir 
Jasper^ interesting her feelings in the fate of 
her son. 

We have already seen that the high cha- 
racter for beauty and fashion which was 
given of Amica by Lady Delia val to her* 
father^ produced the eire6l which she desired ' 
from it, of rendering him the captive of her 
charms; and her Ladyship trusted that her 
masked ball, although only the second time 
of their meeting each other, would compleat 
her success; placing, fromther observance 
upon others, great faith in the powers of an 
entertainment of this nature to produce an 
effe6t in affairs of the heart, which a thousand 
meetings of a less romantic kind^ could not 
have the power to bring about^ 

l2 
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At tlie supper which formed a part of this 
ontertainment, whilst her Ladyship's h^ad. 
was filled with plans for the future . restora*. 
tion of her beloved Arlington's son to bis, 
rights^ she was startled by the strong . re- 
semblance of Maurice Stanton to the person 
of th^t belg^ed Arlington! — unable to divert 
from him her attention^ she challenged him . 
to take a glass of wine with her : The voice 
in which he delivered his reply to her invita* 
tion^ reminded her as strongly of the tones 
of Arlington, as his features had brought tor. 
h^r memory his countenance. 
: Afler she had retii^ from the supper 
table, she saw him no more that night : — 
The moment her guests were departed, and 
she was at liberty to enter her chamber, she 
U>9k from her cabiiict a miniature of Arling^ 
ton, which he had presented her with^jpr^- 
viously to their marriage ; she compared it 
with the feature^-of the youth whom she had 
thai evening heard called Stanton; the re- 
semblance was strikingly great; and she 
almost ventured to believe that she had in 
him beheld her son. 

She had observed tliat this young man had 
entered her apartments with the Buckhursts, 
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Wnd had sat next to Arnica at siippef ; from 

these observatioils she concluded that he must 

be oile of their intimate acquaintance^ and 

that f^otn them she should be best able to 

l^ain such information as slle wished for con^ 

cerning him: — On the following morning 

accordingly, she had no sooner concluded 

her breakfast, than she repaired into Hanover- 

sqiiare^ taking with her the miniature of her 

lost Arlington, for the purpose of learning 

'whether the resemblance which in her eyes it 

'bore to Stanton, would be ^Uke discernible 

to others ; and in order to obviate all un^ 

pleasant questions upon the subje^, she re^ 

totved to say that it had been dropped the 

f vening before in her ball-room. 

We have already, learnt that the resemb- 
lance was perceived not only by Amica, but 
by Maurice Stanton himself: — Their coiii 
eidencc of opinion with her own, increased 
the perturbation of her Ladj^ship's feelitigs, 
and she followed Amica to her chamber, 
wh^re she learnt from her ail which she herj 
self knew of Stanton's history; namely that 
he was a young man without relations, and 
tlie proteg6 of the benevolent Mr. Leu- 
witzer, 

L 3 



These particulars streogthened |jady Del- 
laval materially in the epinion that she had 
already formed of Stanton being her sor^ 
bat in what manner to pirocure a^y certain 
information on t^ siibje£l> caused her. a. few 
days of anxious and perplexing. d^Iiberationi 
. for although well' acquainted by the tongue 
of common fame^ with the benevolent cha* 
racier of Mr. Leuwitzer^ she could not im^ 

mediately prevail on herself to open to. htm 

* 

h^r heart; at last,. however, she summc^ned 
fortitude to dispatch to him a note^ requesting 
bim to . favor her with his . presence that 
evening at her house. . . ' ^ 

On arriving. at it^ he was.uthered into her 
Ladyship's dressing-room : she received • 
him with an apology for the liberty of wBich 
she had been guilty ;— the suayity of his 
manners^ dispelled instantly the im^ll degree 
of doi^ and apprehension which' lingered 
iQ hef breast at the* idea of admitting hinif.\ft 
stranger as he was to ber^ to the confidence 
of her inmost heijw't : — Having requested, and 
obtained from liiro a promise of secrecy upon . 
sucIk circumstances as she niight that evening 
reveal to his knowledge ; ^be proceeded to 
recount to him the events of ||erj^arly life:— 
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Her naxratire being caneluded^ she stated to 
him tbe soapicioDs -whi^h now filled ber 
miad^ and the gjrouads fFom vrhence they 
arose ;- beseeching his assistan^Se towards the 
daYe)<]^.pem^nt of the truth. ,* 
. Mr. Leuwitzer. confe^d that" the tale 
i^hJLch she had. unfolded to him^ inclined hioi 
to enterlaia seis»picion$ very 'sioiilar to her 
%WH :-F-Wh£^t Httle Maurice Se?.iltoa knew 

• • • • 

of Lis own history, corresponded' with the 

little which tady . Dellfiyalj knew of the f^te 
. of her son : — i-Maurice believfid himself to be 

the son of a curate who had* died whilst he» 
was. yet .hi his early infancy; -.as ,«uf;h Sir 
Jasp^r^ inqmediately after his births had in- 
formed ibis d^nghter^ that it had been agreed 
ne was to pass in the worlds and that his 
nominal .mother was to be represented to it, 

.after her marriage with Winstanley, as the 
widow of that curata: — From the fir^t 

moment 'of his fecolle6iioli of his mother. 

*'.■.'', • ' 

she had \feen thd reputed second wife of a 

If ' 

man, who in the character of ^d. father-in-law> 
had never condu£ied himself towards him 
with either kindness or alTe^lion, and whp 
on the death of jbis supposed mother, had 
entirely discardefl him from his pro:te6tion, 

L 4 
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As cireurngtances floM^ed from the lips of* 
Mr. Leuwitzer^ v^hich appeared to corro- 
borate the evidence her senses had already 
received^ Ladj Dellayal wept^ lamenting in 
her tears the bard fate of a faultless being to . 
ii^hom she had- given birth ; and who had 
been driven from his mother's prote6lion hy 
the impulse of a false and unfeeling pride on 
the part of him who had exerted his authority 
over her to that effeSi, *' Whatever be the 
event of ray resolution,** «he exclaimed^ 
*^ if I prove him to be my child, I will as 

• far as lies v^ithin the limits of my power^ 
repair to him the injustice he has hitherto 

'^ laboured under, by immediatdy 'declarjing 
his affinity to me; and ohf what would be 
my extacy if I had a father for my unfor-^ 
tunate child/* 

Which expression accounts for the words 
overheard by the curious and impertineat 

" waiting women, Archer and Lenox ; and ^ 
which were conveyed into a most able* . 
channel for publication, by being imparted 
by the lattfer to her mistress. Lady Buck- 
hurst. 

Thus impressed, the gratitude of Lady 
Dellaval t6 the man who had applied" to her 
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«on the tenderness of a parent^ which she had 
herself been withheld from bestowing on him^ 
may be easily imagined; and we are already' 
too well acquainted with the excellence'b*^ 
Mr. Leuwilzer's heart to doubt that he 
entered with the warmth of a true friiend into 
the noble purpose of her mind. 

The first step requisite to be taken by him 
towards the elucidation of an affair at present 
wrapt in mystery^ Mr. licuwitzer considered 
to be that of intjuiring of Maurice Stanton, 
the name and residence of his sujpposed 
fatlier-in-law; for this purpose he took him' 
apart on the following morning, and having 
learnt from him that Winstunleyhad aflually 
been the name of this man, he immediately 
proceeded to inquire for liim at the admiy 
ralty, in which public office he had held an 
inferior station at the time Staulon had last 
seen him^ \yhich was now full twelve years 
ago. 

The result of Mr. Leuwitzer*s inquiries 
at the Admiralty was/ that Winstanlry had 
long ago quitted his situati6n there, and 
\i^^^S'iiow believed to be a post-lnaster in 
Scotland, at a town whi^h his informer 
named to him : — No sooner had he received 

L 5 
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thk intelligence^ than with the usual huma- 
nity of his excellent hearty he conceived the 
idea of himself proceeding into Scotland^ 
and hy endeavouring to see Winstanley^ use 
every means in his power for ascertaining the 
origin of his protege ; hut before he had an 
opportunity of communicating his intention, 
to Lady Dellaval^ his purpose was changed 
by the summons which he so unexpectedly 
received to pass over into Germany^ to the 
relief and consolation of his .widowed sister : 
—Stilly although his attention was caHed to 
the fate of those so much more nearly coir- 
nected vvith the feelings of his hearty be did 
not eiitirely cease to think of those to whom 
he had promised his friendsUp; but snatch- 
ing an hour from his own affairs to devote to 
Lady Dellaval previously to 4iis departure 
from London^ he promised her that the first 
business he attended to on his return^ should 
be that of procuring an interview with Win- 
•tanley. 

. The three first days after Mr. Leuwitzer's 
absence were passed by Lady Dellaval in an 
increasing desire and anxiety to lear^ the 
taruth of an affair so interesting to her feel- 
ingSj and of which the developement appeared 
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80 near at hand ; on the fourth^ unable to 
controul the impatience of her mind^ she had 
just come to the resolution of setting out her* 
self for Scotland on the following day, in 
search of Winstanley, when Sidney Valmont 
in a fnoi^hing visit which he paid to h», first 
made her acquainted with the mutual attach-* 
ment which subsisted between her supposed 
son and Arnica. 

Resolved to promote by every means in her 
power her too long negle6i;ed son's happiness, 
she no sooner received this intelligence from 
the lips of Valmont, than she proceeded to 
the investigation of its truth, by requesting of 
Amica that interview with which we are 
already acquainted ; and having in the coun»e 
of their conversation learnt the steady fihui- - 
nesB of her affection to Stanton, she confided, 
to her the suspicions which haunted her 
breast of her own affinity to him, and pledged 
to her a most solemn promise to become the - 
friend of their attachment ; at the same time 
binding her. to secrecy upon what had that 
evening passed between them ; and assuring 
her that she would visit her the instant of her 
return to town, which she intended to leave 
OS the following morning for Scotland^ ia 
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he hope that a personal interview wiili 
Winstanley^ if she were able to discover hjai^ 
might reveal to her the truth of the mysteri- 
ous circumstance which now occupied her 
thoughts. 

Having pronouiiced on Ami(fa a fRother'^ 
blessing, she quitted her; — but she did not 
put in practice her first intention of settings 
out for Scotland on the following morning ; 
she considered that the presence of a fri^d 
might be requisite to extort from Winstanlej 
)he confession of which she was desirous. — 
For this office she fixed on a Mr. Brown^ a 
gentlemaa of eminence in the Iaw> whom she 
admitted to her confidence^ and was by par-^ 
titular business prevented fojr a few daj& 
from attending her. 

At length her journey was begun: — Qa 
the morning after her departure from home> 
as Lady Dellaval and her companion were 
cm the point of entering her Ladyship'k 
carriage in order to pursue their route, the 
Edinburgh mail drove into the yard of the 
inn at which they had passed the night ; their 
a^entioi^ was^ attra^ed to the passengers^ and 
it fell on a middle aged man who a{){)eared 
to Ve in. a weak state of healthy and to require 
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the as^ifttooce of several persoas in leaving the 
cpaeb. As Lady Dellaval continued to ob« 
serve hini^ some distant recollection of his 
featuresi Tecarred lo her me>int>ry; and a 
sudden turnof biscounteoance a few minutes 
oiiar, convinced b^r that it ^as Winstanley 
himself whom she beheld. 

It cannot be doubted that the invalid had 
no sooner entered the inn^ than Lady Dellaval 
found a<icefs to his presence ; she approached 
the chair in which be was sitting: — '' Mr. 
Winstanley," she said, '" do you not recol- 
lea tne ?" 

For a couple of minutes he gazed upon 
her without appearing to recognize her coun* 
tenance^ a gradual recollectian of it then re* 
turned to bis meitmry. "Good God!'* he 
exclaimed^ ^' can it be possible that I behold 

Mrs. Ar ; I beg your pardon^ I mean 

Lady ;" he hesitated^ and added^ '' I 

cannot remember yoiir name, Madam^ but 
I remember 3roiur person/' 

" We meet most opportunely/' said Lady 
Dellaval. "I was riow on my journey to the 
spot wbtle I understood yomr abode to be ;•— 
we meet imst focttmately indeed T' 
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A dead colour started into the cheeks of 
Winstanley, and he appeared violently agi- 
tated. 

" I come,** continued Lady Dellaval/' to 
ask of you an account of my son/* 

Winstanley clasped his hands together 
M^ith emotion^ and bit his lips with apparent 
agony. 

'^ Almighty powers!'* exclaimed Lady 
Dellaval, '' what dreadful secret lies con* 
cealed beneath this a6lion of despair ?*' 

The eyes of the other passengers from' the 

• 

mail coach were now attra6ied to Lady Del- 
laval and Winstanley, which being observed 
by Mr. Brown, he stepped forward, request- 
ing her to. retire into the apartment which 
she had just quitted, promising to follow ker 
to it with Winstanley. — Lady Dellaval com- 
plied with his advice, and Winstanley with* 
out the slightest celu6lance accepted the offer 
of the arm of her La^hip's firiend ; without 
which support he appeared unable to move ; 
and followed her steps. 
. The moment he entered* the apartment ta 
which she had retired. Lady Dellaval re* 
peated her enquiries cyncerning her sod» 
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'^ Spare mcj Madam^ spare me^ if you can' 
not forgive me/' he cried; " the judgment 
of Heaven has long pursued me ;— *the hand 
of death is on me ; — you cannot make me a 
greater wretch in this world than I already 
am/' 

Ten thousand varying passions filled the 
heart of Lady Dellaval ; she dreaded to hear 
that he whom she had so lately believed to be 
her son^ was not so; — she dreaded lest the 
offspring of her love for Arlington should 
have been made the vi6lim of some cruel 
fate. Unable to support her trembling frame^ 
she sunk into a chair^ at the same time im- 
ploring Winstanley to speak on^ and to con- 
fess to her the truth. 

'^ It is my desire to make a confession of my 
past misdeeds/' he replied, '' and if possible 
to see the means pursued of repairing to him 
whom I have wronged, the injury which I 
havedonehim :-T-4he confession which you re- 
quire, it is the single desire of my heart to make 
to you. I have for some time past dreaded 
the idea of death with my conscience unbur- 
tbened of its guilt ; and convinced that^ the 
period of my guilty life is now fast approach- 
ing^ jou find me travelling into England for 
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tha sole purpose of finding Sir* Jasper, or 
yourself, and making to you that disclosure 
%vhieh' tan alone lessen the horrors of 
death/* 

" How providentially have we met !" ex- 
claimed Lady Dellaval, " I will spare you ; 
I will indeed spare you ; only conceal no- 
thing from me ; and oh, say that he lives/' 

"God grant he may!" cried Winslauley, 
it is many years since I have seen him/' 

" Was he christened Frederick, according 
to my desire?" asked Lady Dellaval. 

'' He was,*' replied Winstanley, *^ he was/* 

*' Then hope flies me V ejaculated Lady 
'Dellaval wildly, " Maurice Stanton, cannot 
he my son/' 

" Maurice Stanton?" exclaimed Winstan- 
ley, " Maurice Stanton ! have you then seen 
the unfortunate youth? — is he well? — is he 
happy ! — Oh tell me he is so, and let me 
praise the mercy of Heaven ?^* 

" Is it possible,*' said Lady Dellaval^ '' that 
Maurice Stantcm can be /* 

^' Yes, ycij," interrupted Wiristanley, 
*' Maurice Stanton is the name beneath 
'V^hich my wife and myself concealed the 
tirigin of Frederick Arlington/' 
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With a faint shriek Lady Dellaval clasped 
her hands together in a paroxysm of joy 
and sunk fainting upon the back of her 
chair. 



1 



S94 HUMAN BSIKCT.. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



Hints for Parents. 

15UT a very few minutes elapsed ere Lady 
Dellaval was sufficiently composed to lis- 
ten to the explanation which she saw Win- 
stanley prepared to give her. The sum of his 
confession was this : He said^ that from the 
moment of his entering into an agreement 
with Sir Jasper to receive the infant Arling- 
ton under his protection as the son of hi^ 
wife by a former husband^ the mercenary 
idea had struck him of appropriating to him- 
self the sum which was to be annually re- 
mitted to him by Sir Jasper for the use 
of the child; to this'endhe hadfromits in- 
fancy treated his charge with undue severity ; 
he had cloathed him coarsely^ and educated 
him in a manner very far inferior to what it 
became him to have done J« — That at the age 
of eight years^ the unfortunate Frederick hav- 
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inj^ evinced some taste, and considerable par- 
tialitj for music, he had persuaded hira to 
enter himself a member of the band of the 
Coldstream regiment, tellini^ him that the lit- ^ 
tie his father had left him, had been expend- 
ed upon his education, and that now he 
was past the years of childhood, he must 
exert his talents for procuring himself a - 
maintenance. 

'' During the life of my wife," continued 
Winstanley, '* as he considered her as his 
mother/ it was impossible for me to prevent 
his frequently coming to my house ; and she 
was resolute in performing towards him seve- 
ral little services, of which I was then suflSci-^ 
cntly a villain to grudge him the enjoyment, 
as I regarded them as curtailments of my ava- 
ricious desires. 

^^ In the course of two years more my vrife 
jiied, and I then informed the youth that a!s 
his mother was now no more^ all his claimsi 
upon me had died with her, and that I did not 
wish in future to be troubled with his visits,*— 
from that time I have never beheld him, and 
that which was in justice his, has filled my 
purse; but has it procured me happiness? 
Oh, no, no ! the eurse of Heaven has follow^ 
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ed the betrayer of hig trust :-i— every evilwhicli 
can assail man in his passage through life, has 

fallen upon me; my speculations in trade 

• 

hate all failed; my property has been de^ 
stroyed by fire; my own children have all beea 
cutofTi and I am n6w sinking into the gravej. 
the \i6)im of corroding guilt and painful dis-* 
ease, without one kindred hand to close my 
eyes, without one cheering hope, except it be, 
that the confession w^bicfa I have now sum- 
moned resolution to make^ may be instru- 
mental in repairing to the wronged Frederick, 
the injustice he^has received at my hands :-^ 
his forgivene«(, or that of iui rdationsj I dare 
nofr-expefil." ^ 

A long silence ensued — ^WinstanSey broke 
it, .'^ It has now for a length of time put, '^^ 
he said, '^ bee.n my desire to unburthcn my 
conscience of its guilt, but illness has pressed 
so heavily upon me, that until, within- the last 
few days,'I have despaired ofundertakiag the 
journey; into England; and oh' merciful 
powers, how strange a combination of circum* 
stances that I should thus encounter yo% pro* 
ceeding in search of meT' 

" We part not hastily again,'* said Lady 
Dellaval.^^ I am lately come ta jtheresoluUoa 
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of tajcifig mjsoD hojneitQ his mother's hearfe»f 
the pride pf my father which* first tore him 
from me^ and exposed hipi to those miseries 
%¥hich you have been sufficiently unfeeling to 
heap upoahim^ shall no longer withhold me 
from acknowledging his birth; and you must 
app^sar 1^ substanii^te our. affinity^ lest the 
«an^ pri4# shiCHild tempt my father, to. endea*^ 
vor to disprove such evidence as I may 
a4duce of his birth : — to assist me in ob- 
via^ng any such attempi x>n his part^ is 
tile price ,at which you can alone purchase 
the forgiven* srf of myself. and my son^ for 
the.iojustice which you have rendgrpd him/* 
Winsjtanley appeared to seize with joy upon 
any means by which he might in ^0B\e mea- 
sure contribute ;tQwards the wiping out of that 
stain which was a blot upon his reputation^ 
and a gnawing worm in his heart; and declar- 
ed himself entirely at the disposal of Lady 
Dellaval. "You Madam/' he said, *' are now 
I perceive, a greater friend tohim'vhoml 
have injured than, his grandfather, and it is. 
ther.efore not less consistent with my plan of 
retribution, than with my feelings, to adhere 
to you/' — r— aad after a pause^^ he . added^ 
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*\ Judge it not hypocrisy in me. Madam, vhen 
I express the ^larmest interest in the present 
fate of your son ; and the most fervent anx- 
iety for the happiness of his future life; experi- 
ence has taught me the hitterness of an unjust 
conduct; and repentance converts the evil 
sentiments which I once harboured against 
him, into the most lively esteem and admi- 
ration." 

Lady Dellaval replied in as brief a man- 
ner as possible to < his enquiries relative to 
what had been the fate of the unfortunate 
Frederick, since he had excluded him from 
his prote6iion ; and then informing him that 
it vs^as her intention that he should accompany 
her immediately to London, she ordered a 
chaise to be prepared for him ; in which, ac* 
companied by a confidential servant of her 
owp, he was to follow her carriage. 

The whole day proved insufficient to Lady 
Dellaval to resolve in what manner she should 
make the discovery with which her own heart 
was labouring, to her father; she dreaded that 
he wouldresistevery appeal she could make to 
his feelings, and never consent to confess 
Frederick Arlington his grandson; however 
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resolute he might behold her to acknowledgfi 
him her son : what most she dreaded was^ the 
moment of his being acquainted that his dis- 
carded grandson was the favoured rival of his 
passion for Arnica. 

On reaching London^ Lady 4bell aval's 
friend Mr. Brown^ kindly undertook to pro- 
cure Winstanley a lodgings till an apt moment 
should present itself for her Ladyship to intro- 
duce him into the presence of her father; 
and Mr. Brown having escorted her in- 
to Portman Square left her for that even- 
ing. 

Although Lady Dellaval experienced 
the greatest impatience- to communicate 
to Amica^ the discovery which she had 
that day made; fatigued^ not less with 
her journey than the anxious refle6li- 
ons passing in her • mind^ she felt some 
refreshment absolutely necessary to her 
fainting spirits before she could keep her 
promise of visiting her immediately on 
her return to town, and ordered coffee 
to be brought to her ; the servant in- 
formed her that Sir Jasper was at that 
time drinking some in the room below, 
and anxious to see him^ though almos 
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i^raid to make anj attempt at sound- 
ing his feelings upon the subjefil upper- 
most in her own hearty she went to join 
him. 

Scarcely had she taken her seat at the 
tea table/ere her astonishment and vex- 
ation were equally excited by the in- 
formation of Arnica having been discover- 
ed not to' be the daughter of Lady Buck- 
hurst : — In this intelligence had arisen ano- 
ther, and most formidable obstacle to her 
wishes; for could she even induce Sir Jas- 
per to acknowledge Frederick Arlington 
as his grandson, how unlikely was it, that 
his proud spirit would ever suffer his grandson 
to unite himself with a woman whose origin 
was unknown, as was now the case with the 
unfortunate Arnica. 

The Baronet gave her but a few mo- 
ments for refle^lion on this point, before 
he proceeded to relate the strange ad- 
venture in which he had thai day him- 
self been implicated with Arnica : — The 
heart of Lady Dellaval sunk sickening 
within her whilst she listened to an ac 
count of the danger beneath which the 
pitiable, and innocent girl, whom she wa* 
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desirous of calling her child; had that day 
trembled; but upon the ^flattering wings 
of hope^ joy arose to the relief of her 
feelings^ when Sir Jasper declared the 
honorable condu6i which he had pursued ;•— 
^' My happiness^'' he said, '' is to be- 

■ 

stoMT happiness on the sex, and I haw 
this day enjoyed a banquet by promot* 
ing the felicity of so exquisite a female as 
Arnica." 

Lady Dellaval seized eagerly upon his 
words; could she preyail upon him to 
pursue this system a little farther in the 
cause of her, who owed her salvation to 
his honor, she might, by an innocent and ho- 
norable stratagem, ensure the eventual 
happiness of both Amica and her beloved 
son. 

We have already been witnesses of 
her proceedings to this end; and we 
trust that there is no heart which will 
not rejoice in a mother's triumph, when 
she is enabled to recall to her maternal 
embraces the son who has by cruel des- 
tiny been exiled from the blessings of a 
mother's affe6iion^ and to reward his past 
Vol. hi. M 
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iNii%<d-8mii0rJiaBdrtfi«t lufk^jM^MONmA^liQli 
kaJna phae iduofaihoiiBd Sir Jnqpoc^ Jlioiea^ 
«aid JLflljr EMhwl, inittb»nal<€rteBdflhilf>> tlbiui 
her Ladyship insisted oti.ftmoiviog lierfutui0 
^ugbtar firoBi Mns. Afi^'ii to hor tAwn 
Iu»i«q;i AMOidiq^^^fier ao nSkStitm^ Ax^ 
mdl on the ipmst of ^iiintoa fto ihsr gMd bad* 
lady, flhej4qisift^iisr>PMiBtii'^uim 

li^iaiui the agitaiMn MSiidi Jiid Medillie 
famast iefiench^-faod ia Mme jneattiie isittittdfid* 
Lady Dellaval began to speak of those .idi0 
^eoeaalMeiit ^^ Qiir ^y/' ishe aaJd> *^ eanliot 
iie tao isoon ii ui|Hii a d to '.thmie who Mc Ibe 
anGoat (Besrly aUkd to us .ia ifiriaodshtp aad 
nBtftiwi ; rbe It tbarafofe .yoitr Jiuainesi^ v^ 
akaBakt iunioa, totinfona.oiir comaaoii ir'mwA 
Mr. LeuvRatwr^ hyiletter^ .•f .vriiat most ioir 
«t€iiiatelytiMni€«xis *yoi»self : I meaxi o{ the 
discovery of vthe terror jfAtah, baa i£ar 4booic 
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time past subsisted of your supposed affinity 
to Lady Buckhurst: — I will myself address to 
him a confirmation of my suspicions that in 
his protege Maurice Stanton I beheld my 
son; and of tlie reconciliation I have pro- 
cured for him to his grandfather; but I shall 
entreat him not to disclose a hint of this event 
to Frederick; I must enjoy the luxury of 
making that disclosure to him myself — ^there- 
fore> dear girl> if you write to him^ not a 
word upon the subje6i^ a8*you judge .me 
worthy of your love." * 

Arnica promised compliance^ and in her , 
letter to Frederick ArlingtoQ^ for as such we 
must now know him^ mentioned' Lady Del* 
laval only as the kindest of fi;iend8/ who had 
taken her under her protection since her 
being^ deprived of that .of her supposed mo- 
ther. 

The feelings of tbem all now began to 
Mibside into gveater tranquillity ; and Sir 
Jasper and his daughter turned their thoughts 
towards the discovery of the insulter of Ami- 
ca's honor^ by whose villainous epistle lie 
luid been summoned to meet her in the infa- 
mous faouse^ where he had the day before so 
tmeatpectedly appeared to . her view. 
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Sir Jasper having received Ainif a as the 
intended wife of his graiuisonv com^eqiiently 
considered her from that instant as a part of 
his faiTiily ; and regarded it as hi^ indispen- 
sable duty to a6l strenuously towards the de* 
te6iion and disgrace of whoever bad endea- 
voured to bring dishonor upon her ^ atid de- 
clared to her his intention of • immediatelyi 
pursuing means to that end« 

The gentle Arnica^ vnith tears starting into 
her eyes as she spoke^ besought; him to desist 
from his purpose; she trembled at the idea of 
its being known to the world that evea the 
artA of villainy had inveigled ti« for an in- 
stant into a bouse of the nature from. which 
he had been her protestor. ^ 

'^ I admire the delicacy of your apj)rehen- 
sions," said Sir Jasper^ ^^ but; trust me. they 
are groundless; — as I was your only com- 
panion in that house^ and as I permit yoiji tQ 
marry my grandson^ your innocence cannot 
but be manifest to every individual/' 

Amica turned her eyes upon Lady Dellaval^ 
and r^^d in her cpuntenance a confirmation 
of the argument which Sir Jasper had ad- 
vanced, r ■ > 
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The fwpieioiis of Ladj Dellaval felt irpoa 
Cbbniel' Bsckburst: Arnica had slighted his 
a^Taaces ts^^ards* her heart ; aad she believed 
bim capable of resenting a disappoiDtment 
which afie£)ted equally his pride and his 
paMNrn9y wiflk 9»j degree of se verity. 

Sir Jasper siispe£ied Valmont^ and the 
argwaaest upon which he grounded his sus-^ 
picioUi was this ; that a man of &shion and 
pleasure like hia>^ oaust be too well acquaint- 
ed with the town to faa¥e innocently mis^ 

taken — -V iiotel^ for that kepi by Mrs. 

ASUm; and that the chaise which h$d 
brought diem from , Richmond to. London^ 
must hare been previously direSied by him to 
the former of the two houses. 

'' I hare never consciously been the enemy 
of any one/' said Arnica. ; '^ Whoever it is 
that has attempted so crueNy to injure me^ is^ 
doubly guilty in haying planned the ruin of 
one, by whom no provocation had ever been 
given him.*' 

In the most soothing accents. Sir Jasper 
endeavoured to compose her agitated spirits; 
indeed his condtt6l towards Arnica wai!r now 
such, that it appeared as if his disposition 
had undergone an entire change ;-r-the fa^ 



'as^ that his cares aod pk^uj;^ ^^ ^yy^he^t^ 

T>^n entirely Gonfined to himself; he yjffffi 

i^ow {Qt the l^st tioj^ es;perieiicii^ tfa^ V^!^^* 

'^ciai efie6is of exerting himself i^ t^ 99tV^f 

of another peraoii ; aad enjoyiog tif^ ^9f/l^ 

recompense of having p(erfoi:4Qi94 ^J^ ^(^'9ft 

upoB which it gaye hinoi pleasi^, t(f V^^^. 

Lady Dellaval ob^rved the ^^^JUjBfK ^^ 
&he could not restrain herself frojoq ^xcl^,iinT 
ing, '' Oh^ my dear Sir, is n%\ the g^ali%%r 
tion which you e^^p^rienc^ in p^ote£lj^ tib^s 
lovely and ?Jiwble girl, sr^Bprioiif ^ ^ 
which yoft l^v^ \^pen np^i^^qyip^ t^ feap 
from yau? ^ttentii^Bsft to ^« aex ?" 

At th^ first moment he answered her 
question only by a grave turn of hi^ coun- 
tenance^ but as his eyes wandiired froiQ b^r 
to Arnica, apd he perceived the sunsl^ifie of 
joy chasing from her lovely counteflancfj t^^e 
tears which hs^ lately bedewed it^ apd cp(i$^- 
dered that he was th^ instrument of tl^e happy 
change/ he again dire6ied his reg§r4$ tp 
Lady Dellaval^ and relaxing into a smile^ hp 
^plied> '* Why^ I believe it may be so ,• not- 
withstanding the exercise I )iave usei^ this 

iR^r§iD& I never felt in hef tfsr ^^vsi^ \^ my 

m4* 
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life^ and I have not even taken my nervous 
dropd/* 

Arnica had been left alone in the drawings 
room by Sir, Jasper and Liady Dellaral for 
the purpose of writing her letter to Frederick ; 
and just as she had concluded it^ she heard 
footsteps on the stairs^ and voices^ of which 
one appeared to be that of a servant who was 
endeavouring to prevent some visitor from 
ascending.-^In the course of a few seconds 
the door of the room in which she was sitting 
was opened^ and she beheld Sidney Valmont. 

" Ah ma belle ange r he exclaimed^ " is it 
possible that I behold you bere> seated in the 
tranquillity of happiness and ease;*— and 
doubtless under the protection of Sir Jasper 
Wormeaten?" 

The latter part of his sentence was spoken 
as a question ; and Arnica too much con-* 
fused by his appearance to be immediately 
able to colle6i her ideas to consider how it he* 
came her to reply, articulated merely a falt- 
tering *^ Yes.i' 

''I wish you joy. with all my soul/' life 
cried, '^ and I must have one kiss to re — ." 

'^ Sir !'' exclaimed Amica, interrupt!^ his 
apostrophe^ and rising from her seat, for she 
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perceived him adyancing towards her with 
open arms^ and a smile of libertiniftn on hit 
countenance^ '^ what is it you mean!** 

^' Mean, md chere^^' he ejaculated^ ^* why 
that I see you -in one of the most enviable 
situations about town, and that if you don't 
grant me a kiss to thank tne for haying been 
the instrument of your obtaining it ; and 
troax Sir Jasper into giving me his living 
into the' bargain, yon are th^ most ungrate- 
ful little puss — -^r 

Arnica flew towards a door of the room 
which was open, but as he pronounced these 
words, he succeeded in • catching her in his 
arms, and at the moment he was endeavour- 
ing to take the boon which he had requested, 
a shriek burst from her lips, and Lady Del- 
Javal entered the apartment. 

Immediately upon her entrance, Valmont 
let fall Arnica's hand from his; and bowing 
to Lady •Dellaval, whilst he wrinkled his 
features with a griti of self-sufficiency, he 
said, "Good Gad! is your Ladyship return- 
ed to town?" 

Sidney Valmont, like most of Lady Del- 
lavdl's acquaintance, had been accustomed to 
hear from her Ups^ only the flippant tones of 
\ M 5 
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fasliion^ aad oomiiieiits upcm [comifMm-place 
tubjoflAvrhidi it required nekfcer aente to 
coDceite, por eloquence to disciisB;--*^ bad 
teen only the afsumed ciimrifter ufMterneath 
wluch she attenifiled to forjget tho reol suflfer^ 
isg9 of her tsmil; and entirdy uoacqmiiited 
that she posseaaed any oAer, the item air ef 
gravitj i^^hkh overspoead her feaittfCi caisedl 
him Bome lUght degree of «tirfirise> vrhich 
irraa twelled into atter astonithmest when be 
heard her address him with, " Praj^ Mr. 
Valpoflt, in what manner can yon apologize 
for the liberty of which I have just now seen 
you attemptii^ to be guilty?" 

With a countenance and tone of voiee 
which did not either of them imply perfe£i 
composure of mind^ Valmont replied^ '' That 
he had been soliciting the young lady to 
exert her influence with Sir Jasper^ for him 
to be appointed to the living shortly expe£ied 
to be vacant in that gentleman's gift; and 
that he hoped her Ladyship would also es- 
pouse bis cause/' 

The eye of Lady Dellaval conliiroed fixed 
upon him whiist he spnDke^ nmd when he be- 
came siknt^ die said^ '^ I th otj^g ht as ^ vms 
aplircachiqg towards this tn^mtmadj that I 
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abe ^UmA indebted K^f^:' ^^M 

Valfflopt's pppfuBippi iquwHefl ; ^Sffit^p^ 
led Vsf sqiUe. but Uie ^^k W49 ^i^cfjlt (f 
^ecoiqplish, for therefiS^red tv ^HP W 
great a mystery- iA the '^untenaacie of |^jr 
Peliaval, that be l^ea^^d Ic^t its elifcid^fiftp 
inig[}y|e of ^ pf^ur? iiD&Tpu^^ tPbi»- 
Klf. ■ 

We tbink it caoDot have ^eeipa. ifoM&t 
to our readers, that ^^idney Vflfj^Oit^ 
voa penned the letter wnicb invited Si^ 
Jaiper Wormeaten to meet Arnica ia ijgp 
house of infamy to which he bad ^cejr^ 
ber, instead of CQndu£ll»g; her to the pr^- 
te£lion of ber frioodMrs.Afilon; belieTiB^, 
that if by the joint effeE of her refleSioijs 
on the~ orphan state to which^be W3« «9 yfl' 
expe^iedly reduced, ani} the pressure of pre- 
sent calamity and poverty, tibe wef'^ burpiejct 
into compliance with tlw Baronel'S' wj^e^, 
aad raised ia a bigb place '\a his fiMroMr, 
tiiat hi» pretensions to the living wot^ld not be 
disputed wj^n he was kjK>wfl tO' Sif Ja«f»Br 
to have hfien flv in^tr-mnj^^it 0f bis £i^- 
cityr-Upon this mofni«g atxordingly, vvhi.ch. 
Wfts die lOne luccsadipg jti;e day aa whjfjj; (|c 
m6 



ba^^knetrated m^^Klical plot, be called 
in^^^pto Square toSi^it the Baronet, not 
doubling but that in the course of bis visit, 
be should learn what had been the issue of 
his Tillainous scfaemw: — On arriving in Port- 
man Square, big with hope, he insisted on 
seeing the' Baronet, although some objections 
were made by the servants to admittiqg him ; 
Sir Jasper baving dire£ied that thev should 
aay he vas engaged, if an; one asked in the 
course of the wrning to see him : — accor- 
dingly on entering the drawing room, and 
finding Arnica there, with the utmost com- 
posure, and complacency of mind beaming 
ID her eye, it can scarcely want lo be explain- 
ed that he regarded these circumstances as a 
confirmation of the Baronet and herself 
being become J/ie 6c«/ possible f fiends; and 
conceived that he might now without reserve 
confess how far he had been conducive to 
their becoming so: — His address therefore to 
Amiea was but natural in the situation in 
which be did not doubt her to be placed; 
and bis subsequent vaunt of the debt which 
she owed him, and which was overheard by 
Jbady Dellaval as she approached the apart- 
ment, funiiabes one more instance of bow 
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constantly the finger of Providence so direfts, 
what appear the accidents of Iife,,that^riien 
-who possess minds sufficiently base to plan for 
their own private advantage the faltofthe in- 
nocentj become the instruments of their own 
destru6lion. 

Although not a professed pupil of Lava- 
ter^ Lady DellavaWvas sufficiently well ac- 
quainted with the nature of human beings 
to be able to read the workings of the mind 
in the face; — upon that af Valmont there 
was enough of guilt to have fully convi6led 
him to her^ had she not possessed theadditional 
evidence of the declaration which she had 
heard him make, as she had advanced towards 
the drawing room; accordingly taking the 
hand of Amica, and leading her to the door> 
which a6lion she accompanied by an instruc- 
tion of her eye^ to retire^ she thus addressed 
him : '^ You have seen me, Mr. Valniont, dissi- 
pated, and it hence appears that you consider 
me devoid of every sentiment of delicacy and 
honor: — I have undoubtedly been a votary of 
fashion as well as yourself; but if jr^ur ideas 
of fashion exclude every regardi:o principle, I 
am happy to say that there are undoubtedly 
two classes of fashion's worshippers, and that 
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I hold my place in one distin^ from yourn 
«clf'— 

'^ You astonish me, my dear Madam^ utter*: 
)j astonish me^'' replied Valmont, interruptiqr 
her address. 

*' The impression is mutual^'' rejoined 
Lady Dellaval : ^' I am as much astonish- 
ed at the excessive depravity of virhic}i 
it is now evident to me that you havis 
been guilty^ as you can be in finding ths^t 
beneath the surface of flippancy and 
fashion which you have beheld iu me, I 
still possess a mind of rationality and prin- 
ciple/' 

The door opened again, and Sir Jasper 
^entered the apartment ;« — the shriek which 
Amica had uttered, had reached him in hia 
ehamber> which was above the drawing room,, 
and recognizing her voice, he had no sooner 
hef^dit, than be drew on his morning gown, 
for h^vfw at the moment in the a6i of dress- 
ing, and descended to inquire into the cause 
witihaU the precipitancy he was able Ip ft^e — 
UfMHi t^ stairs he met Arnic^., whp ^bwlJMBfr 
left lihe ^i^wing raioip 4 the m^\i0^ef)f J^y 
Pi^UavisI ; he periceived ^e^ iQ b# ffiifi M|d 
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ber s^tBtioD, and Arnica roUier curpfiz" 
ed into an explicit repl}', than intend" 
iag to give oae, repeated to bim the, 
exprewidaa which Valmont b«d used. 

" Said be io/' excUiraed tiie Bwonet. " It 
» pkaa then who has been your iosultef ; and 
be ibait quickly learn vhat is the happioess 
wliicfa I conceive Uiat women ought to 
enjoy; and what the contempt wbieh 
tbose deserve who would deprive them of 
it." 

Uncertain whether to claim the Bartf- 
net «c friend or foe, VaJmMit re>ev- 
cd h'u bow« and forced smiles at his en- 
hance, 

" I think. Sir," said Sir Juper, " tfie last 
4in>el saw you, you pcatitioaol me to place 
' you in a living which is daily expe&d to be 
in my gift." 

SttU undecided what to expeiS, Yalmout 
bowed agftiii, afanoat to Ibe giMiod, and re-^ 
toriwd a reply ia the ftffimMtive. 

'■ Andpr^,Sir,"«turngjdSirJasper,"give "^ 

tne leave to Salt wba| part of my omdiU'i had 

sutliorizudymt to««ppo»e, tbatossA ofibe 

meanest depravkly, Jj^ Ae «»e .0^ wfaifh 

i I know you to have been guilty^ would ren- 
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der you in my estimation^ worthy of possess- 
ing it?" 

Upon this question Valmont decidedly per- 
ceived that he had been mistaken in his ideas oF 
the Baronet's character; and assuming the 
tone of an injured man, he exclaimed, " \yfaat 
a6l of depravity is it. Sir, that you dare lay to 
my charge? I demand an explanation of your 
words.** 

" You slvall have it," replied Sir Jas^ 
per, " although I am perfe6lly aware 
that it is a needless recapitulation, in 
as brief a manner as possible." He then 
gave it, and added, '** the request con- 
tained in your dark epistle was complied 
with;- ■ I have taken the friendless Ami- 
ca under my wing; and that she may 
not hereafter ever again be in want of a na- 
tural prote6lor, I shall give her my grandson 
for a husband." 

^' Your concerns, Sir^ can be nothing to 
me," replied Valmont petulantly, ^' but I re- 
commend you, as a gentleman, to relra6i 
what you have said of me before I leave 
this house, or I shall be compelled to call 
upon you to prove your words." 
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" When you please. Sir/' returned Sir 
Jasper. 

'^ Remember, Sir, that a single assertion 
is of little effe£l in law ; and you will find it 
difiScult to produce any witnesses, I am certain^ 
of what you are sq bold as to advance,'' cried 
Valmont. 

" I have me** returned Sit- Jasper, *' in 
my Arnica, whose voice yesterday produced 
such an effefil on me, that I think I could 
trust to it for moving every court in the king- 
dom to her cause*" 

Biting his lips with rage, and snatching 
his hat from the table as he spoke^ Valmont 
iftid^ " You shall hear from roe. Sir, you may 
depend upon it, on It diabU m'emporte." 

'^ That is a contingency which I think by 
no means unlikely to happen,'' said Sir Jasper 
calmnly. 

Valmont had already reached the door of 
the apartment, but turning hastily round, he 
exclaimed, ^^ What's that you say. Sir?" ' 
^^ I say. Sir," returned the Baronet, ^' that 
I think it by no means an improbable thing 
that a man who professes to l)e a minister of 
religion, and endeavors to procure himself a 



t58 nVUAH BEIHOt. 

benefice by the jointly dishonorable a£b of 
anonymous letter vrriting, and attemptiDg to 
betray an innocent and virtuous girl into the 
bands of a ItboFtine^ piay receive an honorarjr 
siiniroons from that poorer which is an ei»em jr 
t/> ibe church/' 

Muttering an oath between his t^th^ Yal- 
nont darted out of the room, and hurrying 
if^mn stairs left tlie house. 

" Well/' cried the Baronet, when the maa 
#f Teverence had taken bis departure, '' Whal 
say you. Lady Dellaval ; have not I pl|^^ 
wy part to admiration ? have not I diove in* 
finttdy better in treating him with conteppl^ 
than if I bad shown him that I considered 
him of sufficient importance to merit a 
leverer punishment for bis offence?" 
' Lady Dellaval was too much gratified by 
beholding her father standing forth the steady 
champion of Amica, to breathe a syllable 
which might render him dissatisfied with any 
step which he had taken in her cause ; but in 
her own heart she trembled lest Sir Jasper 
Plight have spoken his sentiments too freely 
upon the presumptive proofs of Valmont's 
guilt, of which be was alone possessied ; and 
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she ejKperienced a considerable degree of 
anxiety^ lest any unpleasant consequences 
should arise from it. 

Valmont had not been gone nany minutes 

before dinner was announced!; . "whilst the 

servants were present^ the comments of the 

assembled party upon the transa6lions of the 

morning were restrained^ and searcely were 

they left at liberty by the removal of the 

clothe ere Arnica was infonncd that there was 

a person, below, who called herself A£lon> 

and who requested to be permitted to speak/ 

to her immedtately upon particular business. 

'' Whatevier is of importance to you, my 

dear Arnica, is now so to us," said Lady 

Detlaval ;" I dare say, therefore, that my father 

will have no obje£iion to your receiving her 

here/' 

Sir Jasper desired that she might be im^ 
mediately ushered ia. — tn the course of a 
few minutes she entered the dining room; 
her step was hurried, and a (Considerable de- 
gree of agitation was visible on her counte- 
nance, but it appeared the emotion of plea« 
sure, rather than pain.-^Dropping a hasty 
courtesy at her entrance, withclut fixing her 
eyes on any one but Amica« she advanced 
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towards her exclaiining^ " Ob, my dear 
Miss Ainica ! I have found out who it was 
that took you to that wicked house — ye%f 
thauk' Heaven, I am come at the truth of who 
it was; and here I am on purpose to tell 
you." 

AH present expressed their surprise how 
Mrs. A6lon could have been enabled to make 
such a discovery; and Lady Dellaval said^ 
" Is he a clergyman, Mrs. A6lon?'* 

*' Yes, my Lady," replied the g^oad 
woman^ '' he is indeed, but such clergymen; 
as I say, my very blood boils to think of 
them ; — but may I tell niy story ?*' 

She was desired to begin it direftly, with 
which request she^ complied in the following 
words : ^' I dare say. Ma'am," addressing 
Amica, ^' you very well remember my second 
son George : he is now one of the post boys 
at the Castle at Richmond : It so happened 
that he this morning drove a couple of ladies 
to my brother's house ; and when he had put 
up his horses he came into the bar, and he 
said to me, *' Well, mother^ I had a diarming 
gob yesterday; I got a present of two guineas 
of Mr. Valmont, our Richmond, parson."-^ 
" Valmontr* I echoed, ''Yes/' he jr^pUed, 
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** the parson had been up to some sly trick or 
another/* as he expressed it, '^ for he gave 
me the two guineas to set him and a joung 
Mr Oman down at a house" — ( jou can't want 
to be lold where, Ma*ain) — '^ upon condition 
that if she should ask me whether the house 
was Langford's hotel, I should saj, yes." 

'* This is proof positive,*' said Sir Jasper 
in a half whisper to Lady Delia val. 

Mrs. A6lon overheard him, and replying 

to his words said, '' Proof mdeed. Sir"— ^I 

knew the minute George told me of it, who 

the lady must have been, and I called out, 

^^ Why boy,'* says I, '' you'll tremble when 

you hear who it was you carried there;— she is 

safe now, thank God ! but I hope the peril she 

has been in will be a lesson to you, how you 

ever become a cat's paw again to gentlemen 

in their wicked doings ! That young woman, 

as you call her, was no other than that dear 

young lady, that your father's best friend Mr. 

Leuwitzer brought up as his own daughter, 

and entrusted to me for the first dozen years 

of her life ! — Oh, if you had seen how 

George looked.—'^ Was it?" he cried, '^^s 

it? but is she indeed safe?''— I assured him 
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you were w, — '' Heaven be praisedl,*' be 
cried, " if she had not, I should never have 
known another happy minute!'' — '^ And can 
you be happy now, said I, with the monegr 
that was given you for such a widked ^tiff- 
pose in your pocket.; or be content to ffasep 
it there ? — If yon don't go to person YaloDiMr^ 
the minute you get back to Richmond, tend 
return him his dirty: gold, I never iesore to 
see you step over the threshold of die house 
I live in again:^ 

'' And what said George ?" inquiiasd ^ftr 
Jasper. 

'^ Oh, Sir," replied Mrs. Aaon, '' George 
is a good lad, though I am his mother Ifaat 
say so of him--and heUl ndt be five minnloB 
in Richmond, depend upen it, withotM-foi^ 
lowing my advice/' 

^' This is very fortunate," Aiid La^ ilel- 
laval. '' YalmoBt will now find that we faaaa 
more than presumptive pioof of hk gsasit; 
and I shall not be surprised ^if a j^mey cto 
his native Welch mountains he the 'result of 
his making the diseoveigr; for the Inost vioioas 
kfllt^ how detrimental to their -etay passi^ 
through life is 'the loss of that loptitfttidn 



wldeh they value only on accoimt of itB 
MUity to tiiem in their intercourse with so-^ 
*?iejy/' 

^' I ever considered him as a vcitaiy of 
fashion and foUy^ but never supposed that 
he could have been guilty of such meditated 
profligacy/^ remarked Arnica. 

^' It is not unlikely that be thought thus of 
bimself/' replied Lady Dellaval^ '' till circum* 
stances conspired to tempt him to it : a de- 
votion to the shrink of fashion is the most dan« 
gerous ascendency which can assail the mind 
of youth ; a full purse^ and a strong mind 
are firequently insufiScient to prevent it from 
engendering vicious habits; and with neither 
4f these defences for its guards it is almost 
certain to descend into immorality. Fashion 
truly denominated is vanity; and it is vanity 
vrhich leads young men like Sidney Yalmont 
to despise the pursuance of a lucrative trade^ 
and sele6l for themselves a profession which 
will scarcely find them bread; and upon which 
they determine to live like men of fa^ion 
without the means of mechanics ; and amidst 
the innumerable instances which we are^|puly 
witnessing of such fashionable folly> we can-**^ 
not be surprised if single individuals present 
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themselves to our observation^ who are hur- 
ried into sacrificing their morals to those 
false ideas of consequence which they have 
made the r^ulators of their thoughts and 
actions/' 



i 
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CHAPTER XV: 



*' Jofs extatic Trial:' 

JriJT length the time arrived at which 
Arnica received intelligence from Mr. Leu-* 
v?itzer that he should embark in the next 
packet from Cuxhaven ; and on the receipt 
of this letter^ Lady Dellaval^ whose eagerness 
to declare herself to her son was uncontrolable 
resolved that Amica and herself should meet 
the travellers at Harwich ; — Sir Jasper de- 
hated on the possibility of his attending them^ 
but the gout had again usurped dominioa 
over his feet; and it was unanimously decided 
that he coi|ld not undertake the journey 
without material inconvenience and pai{ji to 
himself. 

Sir Jasper was one of those men who go 
through with whatever they undt;ridkej it 

Vol. 111. N 
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therefore really was in his inclination, had if 
been in his ability to have been one of those 
who welcomed Mr. Leuwitzer and young 
Arlington on shore; and as he could not go 
in person to enjoy their thanks and admiration 
of his disinterested condu6i y he was obliged 
to console himself with imagining how ipuch 
opportunitjrfor expatiating on his excellence, 
his absence would afford them — Indeed the 
Baronet was now almost come to the con- 
viction of there being a very considerable 
degree of happiness to l;e enjoyed by living 
in the bosom of a family from whom he re- 
ceived those anxious attentions by which 
Lady Dellaval and Amica displayed to him 
their gratitude for his late condu6t, in that in- 
stance where the felicity of them both had so 
materially depended upon his decision ; and 
he now believed that he only wanted to prove 
Amica of respe6lable birth, to be without a 
wish ; for it is not every mind which can. per- 
suade itself to regard an individual, merely for 
the simple worth of that individual's heart, 
without admitting into the scale the ad- 
ventitious circumstances of birth and for* 
tttue* 
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On reaching Harwich, Lady Dellaval 
And her fair protegee learnt that the passengers 
from the Cuxhaven packet had been landed 
nearly an hour, and Arnica instantly hastened 
on the wings of afire6lion to the apartment 
which contained her beloved friend Adelaide 
and her revered prote6lor Mr. Leuwitzer — 
Their joy at meeting was as great as it 
was reciprocal. " Oh my dear girl!'* ex- 
claimed Mrs. Weimar, folding Arnica to her 
breast, ^' how grateful is it at this moment 
to my feelings, to be welcomed to my beloved 
England, by an affe6lionate friend like your- 
self!'' / 

Mr. Leuwitzer claimed the next embrace, 
and as he received her to his arms, he. said, 
/^ You are now, my dear child, once more enj 
tirely mine ; I believe I was never reckoned a 
very selfish man, but certainly either on your 
account, or my own, I cannot help feeling 
very well satisfied that all connexion between 
yoursi^lf and that strange family, is at an end.'' 
He next turned to Lady Dellaval, whose eyes 
were fixed in sparkling joy upon her beloved, 
her longlostson,anddrawingher aside, he said, 
'^ What do I not owe to you and Sir Jasper^ for 

n2 



968 BVUAH BEINGS. 

the kindness you haye during mj absence 
shewn to n^ dear Arnica ? " 

"I am slill your debtor/' replied Lsidy 
DellaTal. *' What do I not owe to your hu— 
ttttoity 'and beiieTolence for having been 
the -guaidian^ fiie father of my son's friend- 
less sbLteP^— You have n6t imparted to him/' 
she added, '' ftat I am his mother ?" 

'* I have complied with your request of 
sccte<5y/* he answered: '^ He merely knows 
that he hM a mother in existence, and that a 
short time will disclose her to him/' 

^' He has been too long deserted by her 
already/' replied Lady Dellaval; "and every 
minute that 1 now keep him in ignorance of 
kis birth, I am adding to the injustice of my 
{Mat condu6l; — but I cannot disclose Myself 
to him before these strangers/' easfting her 
eyeffas she ^poke upon Mrs. Weimar diod 
Lf»d Abb^rville. *' I wiil retire into another 
toom; liflve tiie goodness^to direct him to 
follow me/' 

Frederick Arlingtoti received his insil'UC'^ 
tions from 'Mr* Lenwits^r, and found Lady 
Bdtafal in a' private apartment of tiie inn, 
^sioQsly aiirailkig his coming;*— at her in* , 
ifitation be placed himself on a chair next 
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to Tier's, and she then said, '' you have been 
a.1 ready informed that you l^aye a mpther in 
existence?'* 

Frederick replied in the affirmative. 

*' I am deputed by yoqr mother/' Lady 
Dellaval continued, '' tp give you a short 
sketch of those circumstances of her life, 
which compelled her to desert the child of 
her affe^lions/'^ — She paused ^n 'instant, and 
having then detailed to him a brief history 
of herself, she said, " what are now your 
sentiment with r^ard to yQur mother ? do 
you pity her for the perversity of her fete? 
f)x does her, neglect of yourself cause you 
to view her idea wijth the eye of coldness?'* 

'' Oh no, no, qo,'* replied Frederick, '^ I 
venerate her for the love which she bore 
my fatber*-^l adore l^er foe the afie6lion 
which she expresses for myself You say sh^ 
has it in he« power to bestow affluence on 
me; that I value not; it is^ the treasure of a 
mother's a&^ion that I covel;: Oh could I 
now behold, her! in the joy pf a mother's 
embrace, every other consideration would 
be forgotten ; I would say, ' Oh my mother, 
give me the only inheritance I ask! give 
me y9vi^ affeBion, take me to your heart I" 

N 3 
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'* Behold it ready to receive you/' ex- 
claimed Lady Dellaval. '' Frederick! Fre- 
derick ! I am your mother/* 

The succeeding minutes were given to 
tlie incoherence of joy, and can be better 
delineated by the feelings of the heart than 
by the traces of the pen. 

When a tolerable degree of composure 
returned to the feeling of Lady Dellaval, she 
said, '' Oh my son, what do I not owe to 
your existence? the anticipation of this 
blissful moment has reclaimed me from a life 
of folly, and irregularity — a life of dissipa- 
tion, from which the mind of every well 
educated being ought to revolt/' 

*' But recolle6l, dearest madam,'' said 
Frederick, '^ that the life you have passed 
since yoiir separation from my father, was 
not the effeB of your choice, but the re- 
source of your sorrowing heart/' 

'' Would that my voice," returned Lady 
Dellaval, ^^ could convince other unfortu- 
nates, who may be inclined to pursue my 
steps, how ineffe6lual a remedy for care is 
dissipation ; and that the only balm for a 
wounded mind, is the pursuance of such 
a condu6t as leaves it no quarrel with itself 
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- — ^the vanities of fashion are followed at the 
price of many a heart ache; and at the mo* 
tnent of refle6lion^ the pangs which a life of 
pleasure communicates to the hearty only 
adds gall to that bitterness which it is vainly 
intended to sweeten. — But this is an hour 
upon which gloomy ideas have no business 
to intrude; my future condu6l shall afford 
you the example of my changed opinions; 
but we are not going to become the inhabi- 
tants of a cottage neither^ Frederick; al- 
though you asked only my affe6lion^ I must 
inforce upon your moderation the inheri- 
tance of my father^ Sir Jasper;-— and that 
your- wife may not be dowerless^ I make 
her the heir of what I am myself possessed 
of 
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My wife?'' exclaimed Frederick. '^ Are 
you then acquainted with my attachment 
to my Amica^ or have you destined my hand 
to any other ? " 

'' Did I not tell you in my narrative/' she 
rejoined, '' that I had resolved by every 
means in my power to promote the happi- 
ness of my son ? and do I not know by sad 
experience, how defe6live is any kind of 
happiness which does not include the union 

N 4 
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of congenial hearts ?''-^The tear trembled ia 
Jier eye as she spoke. '^ It is twentj-tfaree 
years siace"-^'— her tones became inarticu^ 
late, and she buo^ weeping on the neck of 
her son : — In a few moments she recovered 
her utterance sufficiently to pronounce^ ^^ In 
you I still behold him; you are his image, 
as you are his son; aikl whilst I hold you 
to my heart, all my past sufferings are re- 
quited/' 

When Lady Dellaral and her son return- 
ed to the party whom diey had quitted for 
fte purpose of the interesting communica- 
tion just recounted, the evening was already 
tkr advanced, and it was thenfore resolved 
that they should enjoy a night's repose in 
their present habitation, and cominenee their 
journey to London alter breakfast on the 
fbilowing morning: — ^The ceoateBmnces of 
all wore a smile of the most heartfelt satas- 
fa6lioni except those of the gentte Adelaide 
and Lord AbberviUe; on Ibat of the fenner 
was depi6led a mild melanchaly; aad on 
that of the taftter,^ an sot^ioos depressivn of 
spirits; wbich aforded fessons of gratitude 
to the more lavoved of fortsme's childreD, 
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for the benefits tfaey were enjoyiii^ at W 

. Lady Deltaval iansted that liie day of their 
ajrriyal ia Londoa should he passed by them 
all at her house; — to Mr. Leuwttzer and 
hii^ sister^ she felt herself as it were already 
related;, by thegxeat d,8L of kindness which &ey 
had conferred on her son and his beloved 
Arnica: — Lord Abberville was the only no-^ 
Biinal stranger; and his being the friend of 
Mr. Leuwitzer would alone have been a 
sufficient passport for him to the civilities of 
her Ladyship^ had she not been too well 
acquainted with his name^ his rank^ and the 
story of his misfortunes^ not to have felt Oa 
considerable degree of respe6l for bun on hia 
own account 

The reception which our. youngs friends 
met with from Sir Jasper^ was of the most 
flattering and gratifying nature :-*«In bis pre] 
sent condescending cendaGt, Amiea entirely 
forgot ihie chara£ier in which he ImmI once 
attempted to approach her heart; and Fre*> 
derick endeavoured to banish from hvi mind 
that severity under which his ftither liad 
smarted.— -Lord AbberviMe found in the Ba«» 
ronet an acqusuntance of fenaieic days; and 

: n5 . 
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the attentions Mrhich he received from the 
circle of friends amongst whom chance had 
thrown him^ so far won upon his feelings as 
to tempt him into a communication of the 
mysterious summons which had once more 
induced him to visit England; but hi» 
strength^ and spirits being alike considerably 
exhausted by his late voyage, he yielded to 
their persuasions not to quit Portman square 
that evening, but to defer his /inquiries into 
Ryecroft's advertisement uutil the following 
morning. 

Frederick Arlington alone absented him- 
self from the party assembled at his mother's; 
immediately upon reaching London, he 
learnt that in the course of the last two days. 
Winstanley had sent to Lady Dellaval's re- 
pealed messages^ saying that the hour of his 
death was fast approaching,, and requesting 
that if Mr. Arlington were arrived,, he would 
condescend to favor him for a few moments 
with his presence; which a6l could alone 
nab le him to to die witli the hope of future 
pardon. . 

No sooner was this intelligence commu-- 
nicated to Frederick, than the natural hu» 
mau% of bis heait led him to visit the peiur 
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t:eiit man. — On his reaching the house 
^where Winstanley lodged, he was s^ain in- 
formed of the eagerness of the dying aian.ta 
behold him, as likewise of the very short time 
it appeared likely that he had to remain upoa 
earth; on entering his chamber he found 
him supported op his bed by pillows; and 
languid as all his faculties were rendered by 
the approach of death, it was instantly evi- 
dent tliat he retained a recoUeSlion of Fre- 
derick's person, for on beholding him he 
attempted to hide his face, at the same time 
exclaiming, " Oh Heavens ! oh God ! this is. 
too much/' 

'' What do you fear ?'* asked Frederick* 
approaching towards the bed. 

'* That you never can forgive me,'* he re- 
plied ; '^ no it is impossible you should ;— ^ 
and I must therefore die^ condemned to the 
pangs of eternal torture/* 

'' Nay, nay, you know me not,** replied 
Arlington. " The wrongs I have suffered at 
your hands are great; but they have not har* 
dened me into a disregard of the Chrstiaa 
duties.** 

'^ You have suffered nothing from my 
treatment of you^,*' shrieked forth Winstaa-j 

h6 
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ley, '^ equal to the torments I have endured 
from refle£iion on my con<Iu6l — ^may you 
never know what it is to die of a heart broken 
hj the consciousness of crime !'^ The dew of 
death poured down his cheeks as he spoke^ 
fbe film of darkness Was gathering upon his 
eyes^ his lips trembled with cold shiverings^ 
and Arlington believing the penitent to be 
near his end^ said^ '* May you find Heaven 
as merciful to your sins^ and as ready to 
accept your repentance as my heart is— 
Winstanley, I do most truly forgive you/* 

A convulsive sigh of thankfulness burst 
from his lips^ but he appeared unable^ from 
the violence of his feelings to articulate his 
thanks ; he raised his hands towards Heaven 
as he fixed his eyes on Frederick; and his 
features bespoke him to be ofiering up a 
prayer of gratitude for his humanity.— After 
this efibrt^ he sunk exhausted upon his bed^ 
and Frederick judging that his existence was 
now so near its close^ that his presence could 
not afford him any farther comfort^ repeated 
to him his forgiveness and departed. 

In the course of the night Winstanley 
breathed his last; but ere the fading embers 
•f existence were entirely extinguished^ be 
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overed his utterance, and his strength suffi- 
ciently to request to be once more raised 
upon his pillows; and when placed upon 
tliem he again prayed with the utmost fer- 
vency for the future happiness of Frederick 
Arlington. — Having concluded his pt-ayer^ 
lie addressed those who were standing around 
his bed in these words, ^' Hear and believe 
tliat the most persecuted of human beings, 
who owes his wrongs to an unjust man, 
tastes the bliss of Paradise in his earthly suf- 
ferings, when compared with the feelings of 
him who inflicts his misery on him." 

He spoke no more; and a few minutes 
afler he had uttered this sentence, his spirit 
fled to its account in a future state. 
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CHAPTER XVL 



Retribution, 

9 

V-/N the following morning during the 
breakfast hour at Lady Delia val% her Lady- 
ship, and her guests were not a little sur- 
prised by the entrance of one of her servants 
with the following message : '' Sir Benjamin 
" and Lady Buckhurst's compliments^ and re- 
quest to know how Mr. Leuwitzer and Mr. Ar- 
lington do after their voyage; they also hope 
that Lady Dellaval and Miss Arnica are per- 
fe£Uy well ; and will do themselves the plea- 
sure of calling to congratulate her Ladyship 
on the late happy event in her family, as soon 
as they find it is agreeable to her to receive 
company.'* 

*' What hypocrisy !*' exclaimed Frederick, 
addressing Amica. '* This from beings who 
turned you into the street, although till 
within an hour of their inhumanity they 
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liad believed you to be the daughter of- one 
oftbem!" 

'^ And Sir Benjamin to include his name 

in an enquiry of friendship after Mr. Leu- 

'witzer, when he threatened to call him to aa 

account for his charity to the unfortunate 

Le Blancs !" cried Arnica. 

'' I think this messa2:e almost an insult/' 
said Mr. Leuwitzer ; they must suppose us 
deprived of common sense to receive it as a 
compliment/' 

*' Permit me to answer it/' replied Lady 
Dellaval, ^^ and they shall find we are not- — 
their motives are evident to me^ and I will 
explain them to you when I have done ; — ' 
for fear of a mistake I will write my message 
on a card." — Her Ladyship moved to her 
writing table^ and in a few minutes dispatch- 
ed, with the approbation of all present, the fol- 
lowing reply : '^ Lady Dellaval, &c. are happy 
to say that they are as well as it is possible 
for Sir Benjamin and Lady Buckhurst to 
wish them, and will not fail to let them know 
when it is agreeable for them to receive their 
intended visit." 

^' Do you not perceive/' said her Lady, 
ship^ when the servant had quitted the room^ 
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'^ tliat in the meanness of which they are 
this moment guilty, in endeavouring to coa— 
ciliate matters with us, they are grasping al; 
the last straw which presents itself to them to 
catch at, in their a6)ual state of sinking con* 
sequence. — They are no douht in a most un- 
comfortable strait; her Ladyship must be 
conscious that no persons of respe6iability 
will associate with the acknowledged mother 
of Mrs. Flap ; the least Qbje6iionable part of 
whose history is her late avocation as a 
milliner: Sir Benjamin cannot doubt that his 
want of feeling towards a young woman who 
will shortly appear to the world as the grand- 
daughter of Sir Jasper, cannot but fix a.a 
indelible stain on him : — ^for the first af these 
misfortunes they have no remedy ; in case of 
the second they have the single one of trying 
the efficacy of licking the dust before the 
feet of Amica's immediate connexioot ; a re~ 
conciliation with whom can alone restore 
them to any degree of endurance in saekty ; 
and as we do not humour the plan^ ibej 
must, content or not, retire to tibeir native 
insignificance; and instead of employing 
their thoughts in future upon high life and 
parliamentary houor?^ to which their mindi 
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utterly inadequate^ employ their days in 

quiring a little stoek of that common sense^ 

of which if they had set out in life possessed^ 

they would hav« found it a talisman against 

tlie mortifications they are now suffering 

under/' 

Some of our readers are^perhaps desirous 
of being informed what occurrences ha^ 
taken place in the house of Sir Benjamin 
Buckhurst since the expulsion of Arnica 
fVom it; and we think it highly becoming 
tbat a brief account to this efkGi should be 
given them^ but they must accept a brief 
obe, as we are uncertain how a diffuse de- 
scription of the affairs and transa6lions of 
this family would please all our readers^ now 
they have concluded that part for which they 
were introduced into our narrative^ and are 
no longer of importance to its progress. — 
Suffice it therefore to say, that Mrs. O'Rouke^ 
by means of that ^&cacious instrument^ the 
law^satisfa^orily proved and enfonced the birth 
and rights of Mrs. Block; in consequence of 
which Sir Benjamin was compelled to put her 
into the possession of the solid sum of twenty 
thousand pounds; with one part of which 
' her debts were paid to liberate Block from 
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prison^ and with the remainder he dashingl^r 
resolved to cut his employers, who had re— 
fused his drai\s, and set up in trade for bim* 
self; for which purpose he returned io 
Worthing with his wife; taking with them 
Mrs. O^Rouke, out of friendship to her for 
the service she had ultimately rendered bini:, 
after all the rogueries which she had prac- 
tised upon him at the beginning of their ac- 
quaintance. 

Thus Block settled his business tolerably 
well with Sir Benjamin, and hi» delectable 
rib's mother ; but there still remained a little 
account to settle between him and the Colo- 
nel. — The Colonel urged that as it was now 
all in the family , Block could not but hush 
up the error of which he had been guilty; 
but Block insisted that there was no hushing 
up without hush-monet/ ; and the Colonel, 
like many more human beings, knowing the 
value of the appearance of chara6ier, though 
he cared not a rush for the reality, was 
compelled for self security to pay the ^ebt, 
and to throw Jar vis in a cool thousand, as a 
sugared cake to tame the lion which he could, V 
not overcome; ultimately constrained by the , 
effe6l of the chances to buy the forbearancdV 
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of tlie man whom he liad destined t3 he his 
dupe and his prey. 

When the breakfast table at Lady Delia- 
^a\*s broke up^ Mr. Leuwitzer having seen 
his sister and her children depart for Rich- 
mond^ set out with Lord Abberville for the 
cliambers of Mr. Elwes, in Chancery-lane, 
to whom Ryecroft's advertisment had{dire6led 
application to be made. 

They found Mr. Elwes at home; and 
having introduced themselves to him, they 
inquired of him whether he was able to give 
/diem any explanation of the advertisement 
which had occasioned their visit to him.— » 
He replied, '^ That he knew but little oflhe 
parties at whose request he had inserted it, 
and that what hfi knew he would immediately 
inform them of." He said, '^ that one even- 
ing about a month ago, a person called at his 
hguse, who told him he was one of the jailers 

from the prison^ and that he was sent 

to him by a couple of the prisoners, who 
wished to engage his services in their favor ; 
and who had sent him three guineas in ad- 
vance towards his charges, and requested to 
see him immediately." 
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" I. could not do otherwise/' continue 
Mr. Elwes, *' than obey the summons; I 
according!}^ accompanied the messenger^ and 

on reaching the prison, I found my 

clients to be an elderly man and a young 
one; they bore the appearance of decayed 
gentlemen; they had, they said, been re- 
duced by various misfortunes to assume 
names which were not their own, the elder 
that of Effingbam, and tHe younger, that of 
Fairfax; by which names they bad been 
committed to prison; Fairfax on the sus- 
picion of having robbed a lady of a diamond 
sprig; Effingham on the accusation of hav-- 
ing offered it for sale — they confessed thai 
they had little- to ^vance concerning this 
affair> in their own defence; but added^ 
*' that the business upon which they wished 
to consult me, was the possibility of dis- 
covering a gentleman named Lord Abber- 
ville, who had for many years devoted him- 
self to the most obscure retirement;^ and 
\ whom, if they could discover, they did not 
doubt that it would be in their power to win 
over to their cause; and that they believed 
him possessed of the means of procurijig 
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t^eir pardon/' — They then informed me that 

tli^ir real names were Ryecrofl; and gave 

ixie for insertion in the public prints^ that 

stdvertisement which has already met your 

eye — more explicit they have not been with 

me ; and they are at this moment in the ut- 

TXiost anxiety lest you should not appear^ as 

tliree days only are now wanting to their 

trial/' 

Pray^ Sir/' asked Mr. Leuwitzer^ '' do you 
know the name of the lady to whom the 
diamond sprig belonged^ for the unjust pos- 
session of which these men stand committed?" 
'' The lady/* replied Mr. Elwes, " is the 
daughter-in-law of Sir Benjamin Buck- 
hnrst/' 

" I thought so/' returned Mr. Leuwitzer; 
^' I thought it must be my Arnica/' he 
added^ addressing Lord Abberville^ ''I could 
not immediately resolye that the names of 
Ihe offetiders whic^h she ment^ned to me in 
a letter which \ received from her whilst in 
Hamburgh^ giving me an account of ber 
entertaining some hope of^recavering her 
property^ were Effingham aud Fairfax ; but 
I thought they must be the samef the moment 
tUs gentleman repeated them."^ 
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" Do jou know the lady. Sir/' asked Mr. 
Elwes. 

" Most intimately indeed. Sir/' returned 
Mr. Leuwitzer, '' and since the arrest of 
these men, circumstances have occurred 
which will prevent Sir Benjamin from tak- 
ing any further interest in this affair; and 
which will entirely place their fate ia vaj 
hands/' 

^^ This is a strange^ most complicated 
affair!" said Lord Abberville; " let us pro- 
ceed to the prison without delay, and gain 
an explanation of the torturing mystery/* 

A quarter of an hour's walk brouffht them 
to it. Being arrived ther^, Mr. Elwes re- 
quested his Lordship's permission to go and 
announce him to his clients; in a few mi- 
nutes he returned, saying, that Ryecroft had 
appeared violently agitated on learning that 
he was about to behold his Lordship; but 
that he had in a great mea&ure composed 
his feelings^ and was now prepared to see 
him« 

For the first minute after Lord AbberTille'f 

entrance into the cell, to which Mr. Elwes 

had led the way, a general silence prevailed; 

whilst on the countenances of each wer« 

2 
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^epi6led emotions of mind natural to the 
peculiarity of the circumstances under which 
"ttkey met: — During this short interval, Mr. 
tieuwitzer turned his eyes upon the culprits, 
a^nd was surprised to find that the counte- 
nances of both were familiar to his recoUec- 
tipii ; he looked a second time, and memory 
coming to his aid, he recognised in the 
younger, the person who under the name of 
Reuben Davids, had attempted to swindle 
him out of the five hundred pound bank 
note; and in^ the elder, the Mr. Robertson, 
who had succeeded in fraudulently obtaining 
it at his hands. 

Ryecroft was too much occupied with his 
own thoughts, and Lord Abberville, to de- 
dicate any .portion of his ideas to Mr. Leu- 
witzer. — Lord Abberville spoke first, demand- 
ing an explanation of the advertisement 
which had brought him to the prison. 

'' My Lord/' replied Ryecroft, '' I have 
throughout my life been your most deter- 
mined enemy, and as such I know that I 
have little kindness to expefil at your hands ; 
but I am also acquainted with the excellence 
of yotir disposition ; too noble to harbour 
revenge; and upon this knowledge I trust 
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that you M^ill not refuse a mutual exchangi^ 
of service^ which fate at this moment places 
it in our power to perform for each other." 

Ryecrofl paused — Lord Abberville said^ 
" You undoubtedly awaken my curiosity, 
proceed in your explanation/' 

This young man/' continued Ryecrofl^ 

is my son Edward^ whom you have not 
seen since he was a boy; unfortunate has 
it been for him^ that chance made him the 
sou of a father like myself; he stands accused 
of theft — my confession to yoif shall be open^ 
for I repeat that I am too well acquainted 
with the generosity of your nature to fear 
that you should injure either him or me, if 
you will not serve us — for many years past *' 
we have both been reduced to circumstances ' 
of the greatest necessity, our means of life 
always precarious, sometimes dishonourable, 
-—About two months ago jhe contrived to 
introduce himself as a livery servant at the 
masquerade of a Lady Dellaval, where he 
possessed himself with a diamond sprig, 
which was that evening worn by a lauy 
whom he condu6led to her carriage — Some 
days after I offered it for 4ale ; it was reci>g« 
mzed, and we were both thrown into 
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prison — ^Baveua, my Lord, from the pynish* 

nnent which is impending over our crime; for 

il: is m your power to do it; and I wilt 

in return disclose to you a secret of the 

utmost importance to your happiness/* 

Lord Abberville would have spokeh^ but 
Ryecroft prevented him by proceeding thus-^ 
** You cannot, my Lord, have forgotten niy 
attachment to Georgina Howard?" — At the 
sound of this name^ Lord Abberville turned 
deadly pale^ and sunk down upon a bench near 
which he was standing. " Do not consider it 
wanton cruelty/' continued Ryecroft, " that 
I recall to your memory one whose recoUec* 
tion excites painful sensations in your breast; 
it is a necessary part of my explanation^ — * 
from the period at which you interrupted my 
progress towards her hearty my rage was inflam- 
ed against you; when you became her hus- 
band, that rage grew into the most determined 
hatred ; the sting of disappointment a6iing up- 
on a naturally dissipated temper, led me into 
the pursuit of every idle extravagance, and in 
a very short time reduced me to the necessity 
of flying from my creditors, and concealing 
myself in London under various disguises. — 
One evening about this time^ £^s I w^as passing 

Voi.m. o „ 
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througli St James's street^ I observed a house 
on fire^ and immediately ran to\i^ards it^ in 
the hope of the tumult ^producing me some 
advantage ; for my necessities had, I o wn^ alrea- 
dy banished from my mind those scruples 
which all men at some period of their lives 
entertain about enriching themselves at the 
expence of others : I found no impediment 
to my entering the house^ and accordingly 
ran up stairs ; the back rooms were already 
in a blaze; in the front chamber upon the 
second floor I heard the cries of an infant; 
urged by tbe idea of the reward which would 
be bestowed on its preserver^ I snatched it 
from its cradle^ in which it would in a few 
seconds more have been reduced to a cinder 
by the spreading fire^ and I ran with it into 
the street. — I perceived no one ready to claim 
it, and therefore I proceeded with it to my 
own lodgings^ where I intended to keep it till 
I could learn from whom I was to demand my 
reward for preserving its life ; — Early on the 
following morning I learnt that the only in- 
fant in the house was the child of Lord Ahber- 
ville; and that it w^is supposed to have per;^ 
ished in the flames : — Now then I had in my 
power revenge on Lord Abberville for the 
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dMappointmeot ivhich he had occasion- 
ed me; bj concealing from him the eic^- 
istence of bis daughter; and I resoked to en* 
joy it.*' . 

'^ Oh cruel ! inhuman man ! " exclaim* 
ed Lord Abberrille; ^^ and couldst thou 
liope for prosperity after thisi but oh 
tell me— yet I tremble;-^! dread to ask 
— does that daughter still live ?** 
- '^ She does/' replied Ryecroft. 

^^ Heaven is still merciful!'' exclaimed 
Ijord Abberville, clasping his hands togetiher 
with the vrildest emotion of joy, ^' Oh let me 
once more clasp her to my breast/' he 
iftdded^ '^ and name the terms of your indul^ 
gcnce/' 

'^ Only promise that you will save me and 
my son from ignominious punishment/' re- 
plied Ryecroft. 

**' I would promise with joy and alacrity/' 
answered Lord Abberville^ ^' but that I am 
doubtful of possessing the power of fulfilling 
my promise.'* 

The power is yours, by Heaven ! "exchini« 
«d Ryecroft.^ 
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^' I give my promise then/' returned Ldrd 
Abberville, ^^Bow tell me where I may find 
my child/' 

'' It was she/' replied Ryecroft, *' from 
whom my' son purloined that very diamond 
aprig for which we are detained prisoners :--«• 
You now perceive that I did not deceive you 
when I solemnly affirmed that it would be ia 
your power to rescue us from punishment/' 

'' Oh Heaven !" exclaimed Lord Abber- 
ville^ '' have I then already beheld with ad* 
mitation the child of my last^ my beloved 
Georgina> ixisensible that the treasure was 
my own ! oh bliss unequalled ! unexpe6led!" 

" Merciful Providence ! cried Mr. Leu* 
^itzer^ '^ is it possible that it is my Amica 
^ho — -" 

At the sound of tliese words Ryecroft for 
the first time fixed his eyes upon Mr. Leu<^ 
witzer ; as lie met his countenance he startv*d^ 
Bs if impressed by some sudden recolle£iion^ 
4ajid turning hastily towards his son^ appeared 
to read in his features a confirmation of his 
own ideas; for again fixing his eyes upon 
Mr. Leuwitzer, he exclaimed^ ^' Great God! 
is it possible that the dire^ion of fate should 



liav6 brought you hither at this critical nio^ 
meiit ! — ^then little. avails us the pardon of 
LordAhberville!" 

'' 1 have already recognised you bdth,*' 
ifeplied Mr. Leuwitzer, '^ but fear me not;^ 
as your present condu6i bespeaks you already 
in some measure inclined^ by the little sue-" 
cess which has attended your villanies^ to re- 
pentance ; I will not be the means of impeding 
by my severity, as t/tm would probably call 
it, but which the law of your country would 
^uly denominate justice, your progress to^ 
wards a more perfefil reform ; to which it ii* 
impossible you should have a stronger induce*^ 
m^nt than the lenity of those to whom you 
confess yourselves amenable; and whose ex-^ 
ample should inspire you with a desire of 
attaining to the happiness of ultimately pos • 
sessing those superior feelings which animate 
their hearts/* 

Both Ryecroft and his son appeared fer- 
vently impressed with gratitude to Mr, Leu^ 
witzer for his lenity ; and having expressed 
to him their feelings, Ryecroft said, ^' You 
were doubtless informed by your servant that 
at the time of my visiting your house at 

o3 
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Richmond^ I made some inquiries of hioi 
nupeBing the young lady under your pro- 
te£iion ?*' 

'' I W9a" returned Mr. Leuw itzer ; '^ I also 
judged thiU you. were actuated by a more 
than common curiosity in your examinatioa 
of the sword which you saw suspended over 
my chimney piece: — In return for the kind- 
ness with which you have been treated by 
Lord Abberville and myself^ .you. cannot^ 
comsisfently with the gratitude which you 
profess yourself to feel towards us, withhold, 
from our knowledge any circumstan(;e witl| 
which you are acquainted^ that it can give^ 
us satis&ctioa to hear— pray inform us what 
you at that time knew^ either of the young 
lady under my prote£iion or of the sword." 

^' It is my intention to he e^cplicit with 
you/' replied Ryecroft ; '* I should become 
ipore criminal than I already am were I to 
attempt any concealment. — The moment that 
I entered your apartment the sword struck 
me as bearing a very streiig resemblance ta 
one which I purloined from the house in 
which I rescued Lord Abberville 's daughter 
frm . the flames ; whilst you retired for a fe\Y 
moments into an adjoining apartment^ I took 
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a nearer view of it^ and was convinced it vms 
the same : this conviction tempted me, at de* 
partings to enquire of your servant whether 
there were not some story €onne6led with 
that sword ? — his answer was in the affirma- 
tive. ^ His master," he said, '* hoped on© 
day by means' of that sword to discover the 
birth of a young lady who had in a very 
strange manner been thrown upon his pro- 
te6lion/' — This young lady I was assured 
could be no other than the daughter of Lord 
Abberville; and lost to feeling as you may 
believe me to have been, I still felt happy ia 
knowing her to be thus fortunately situated/'' 
^' Can . it then be,** exclaimed Mr. Leu- 
witzef, '^ that you are one of the persons who 
inhabited a chamber in St. Giles's into which 
that very young lady, who has from that 
period been considered by me as my own 
daughter, then an infant, iavited me by a 
tale of the wretched situation of her mother 
and sister?". 

^' It is as you conje6lure," replied Ryecroft, 
^^ at the moment of yoar entrance^ I wa^ 
stationed with no very honorable design be- 
hind the bed in which lay the woman and 
child; by the sudden manner in which you 

o 4 
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left the chamber I was conscious that yoei 
bad caught a glimpse of my person; and 
dreading from the manner of your departure^ 
lest it should be your intention to return and 
search the apartment^ no sooner were you 
gone than we retired to an opposite house^ 
leaving alone in the chamber we had quitted^ 
the childj at whose persuasion you had en- 
tered it; apprehending that she mighty at 
at some future time^ be recognised by you, 
and lead to our dete6iion and punishment : — 
From a window in the opposite house we 
sawyou^ as we had anticipated, return; and 
at your departure we perceived that you 
carried away the child with you. — We re- 
solved no more to inhabit the apartment we 
had just quitted, but we visited it in order to 
remove a box which we had left in it, and 
which contained the very sword in question, 
and some other trinkets of little value, ex- 
cept that they were the identifiers of another 
child of which my nominal wife and myself 
were at that time in possession/' 

'' Your nominal wife," said Mr. Leu- 
witzer, '^ passed for a gy psey, ^nd was an 
Irish woman, her name Norah O'Rouke— > 
is it not so ?" 
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Ryecroft appeared surprised to find Mr«. 
leuwitzer so well acquainted with some 
parts of bis history; but he made only k mo- 
mentary pause^ and then pontinbed thus:i 
*^ Such indeed she was; — after I had ex- 
perienced tbat fall in society to which I wa» 
reduced by the effe6ls of excessive dissipation, 
I have already told you that my means of sub-- 
sistence were of the most precarious kind;., 
and in order the better to conceal myself 
from those who had known me in my days 
of prosperity and extravagance^ I assumed 
the name of Preston." 

'' Such the Bow-stircet officers who ac?- 
companied me ta the chamber into whicfair 
the child had an hour before invited me^ 
told me they believed to be the name of the 
man who- inhabited it/' said Mr. Leuwitzer. 

'^ By this name only Norah knew me/'' 
continued Ryecroft; '' the greatest accident 
introduced U^r to my acq;uaintaQce>. and she 
made so strong an impression on my heart 
that I immediately took her to live with me:: 
We had not. been a monlh. together before I 
i;escued Lord. Abbervilie'sb child, from, deaths, 
and took it home with* me to our abode. — ]L 
l^now two children to maintaia besides my* 
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own son^ for previously to the commence* 
ment of my acquminUnce with Norah^ she 
bad stolen a child to excite the compassion 
of the beneyolent in the chara6ier of a b^- 
ging gypsey^ from a lady in Devonshire^ of 
the name of Dimick ; to which she was be* 
come attached^ and had made it one of the 
conditions of her .engaging to live with me^ 
that I should suffer her to retain the child 
under her prote6lion/* 

" And to this child/' said Mr. Leuwitzer^ 
^' belonged the spoon^ the thimble^ and the 
tooth-pick case^ which I found in llie sfaa* 
green case^ in the same box which contained 
the sword; and which have led to many dils^* 
agreeable errors; but thank God a proper 
elucidation has at last taken place." 

Ryecroft proceeded to say; '' That Norah 
had treated both the children with the greatest 
humanity and tenderness^ instru6iing them 
in return to be useful to her in asking charity; 
that about six years after Mr. Leuwitzer had 
taken away from the chamber in St. Giles's^ 
Georgina^ as M!;e must now call her^ be had 
become tirecf of bis mistress and deserted her; 
from which time he knew not what hadi been 
her fatea't 
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Here the accaunt of Norah's deaths which 
had been communicated by her sister Kath- 
leen to Lady Buckhurst^ and which she had 
repeated to Georgina^ enabled Mr. Leuwitzer 
in turn to become the informer of Ryecroft; 
who then^ proceeded to speak thus : '^ I will 
not offend your senses by calling upbn yoa 
to listen to an account of the scenes and/ 
stratagems which it must be offensive to yont 
to hear; sulBSce it therefore to say, that at the 
time of your finding the five hundred pound 
Bank note^ my son. and I happened to be to- 
gether in London ;; for we had of late years 
frequeqUy separated in pursuit of different 
plans and attempts ;: and seeing your adver- 
tisement we resolved that he should first visit 
you ; and if he could obtain a sight of the 
note, endeavour to bring away in. his memory 
the number and signatures, ia order that I 
might thus be enabled to claim, it upon the 
terms which you had. named. — How our 
plan succeeded yoaare already too well ac- 
quainted.'* 

^' You have nothing more tb say, I ima- 
gine,'" replied -Mr. Leuwitzer; '' which it is 
of importance tO' Lord Abberville or myself 
to listen to." 

o6> 
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^^ Grant me your patience one' minute' 
longer/' returned Ryecroft. " I have already 
told you that my son contrived to gain ad- 
mittance to the masquerade of a Lady Delia- 
val; I have already told you of the trans- 
action which occurred there^ and of its con- 
sequence; but I have yet to add^ that un*^ 
principled asi my condu6l through life fa^s; 
been^ I should not have ventured to implore 
the assistance of Lord Abherville in my pre- 
sent misf<»rtune> after the wrongs I have been 
guilty of towards him^ had I not on the day 
that Edward and myself were brought to this- 
prison^ learnt from one of our fellow captives^ 
who had been a servant in the family of Sic 
Benjamin 6uckhurst> a sketch of the history 
of the young lady who was at that time sup- 
posed by Lady Buckhurst to be her daughter; 
I immediately perceived the error into which 
circumstances had led her> ttnd convinced 
that she must be the child of Lord AbberviIIe> 
and not the daughter of Lady Buckhurst^ I 
resolved to epter upon the experiment of dis- 
^covering his Lordship's retreat^ and trusting 
to the benevolence of his feelings for shewing 
mercy to me and my son^ in return fox tbe^ 
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service I now had it in my power to perfonn 
towards him." '1 

Here ended Rjecrofl's confession: and 
Lord Abberville being not less impatient to 
quit bis presence than to clasp bis daughter 
to his breast^ Mr. Leuwitzer and he imme-^ 
diately left the prison together ; the former 
promising Ryecroft that he should see him 
9gain on the following day ; when an addi- 
tion to his liberation from prison^ it was his 
intention to place him and his pon in some 
situation where they might, by means of their 
own industry, provide in a creditable manner 
for the remainder of their lives. '^ I do not/* 
he added, *^ make this promise so much out 
of consideration to you, as of society at large> 
which would have a just quarrel against me 
if I were to cast upon it two human beings> 
whose necessities might drive them to con- 
tinue unworthy members of it,, when by a 
little attention on my part to their wants, they 
may be reclaimed.'"^ 

As they proceeded towardis Portman- square 
Lord Abberville said> " How unexpectedly 
am I restored to happines8> and to the enjoy- 
sient of a father's extacy I — All this I owe tOi 
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you, at whose friendly persuasion I once 
more entered England?' 

*^ I was but made the instrument of your 
return to the felicity/' replied Mr. Leuwitzer; 
** you were guided to it through my means' 
by the hand of Providence, whieh sooner or 
later stretches itself out to requite the suffer* 
ings of those wh« have borne their calamities 
with a firm reliance on the wisdom of thafe 
power by which they were infli6led. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



^e Curtain Drops, 

X HE chara6lers of a novel lile those of a 
drama^ cannot too soon make their respe6live 
bows and courtesies, when the catastrophe of 
the piece has been produced. — We trust 
therefore that our readers, greatly as we liope 
they have been interested in the fate of our 
heroine, will consider with us that nothing 
could be added to the interest by a detail of 
her first knowledge of her father ; scenes of 
this nature produce the most affe6ling sensa* 
tions upon the heart in real life, but in de- 
scription they lose their power. — We have 
therefore only to remark, that different indeed 
were the feelings with which she heard Lord 
Abberville hail her his child, to those which 
she had experienced under the same circum- 
stances with Lady Buckhurst; and that the 
first exclamation of her joy was, " I am now 
blest more than any other human being ; I 
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am possessed of two fathers^ who, I am sure^ 
will only vie with each other in their endea- 
vours to display their affeBion for thei^ 
child!*' 

Sir Jasper was now completelj happy ; he 
liad gained all the credit which was due to hi& 
late disinterested condu6l; and had the secret 
satisfaction of proving his intended grand-* 
daughter to be more than an equal alliance for 
his grandson ; he accordingly wisely resolved 
to subjefii himself no longer to the painful 
task of endeavouring to be yoXmg at sixty* 
five, but to dire6l all his future cares to those 
precious little Jaspers which he hoped tvould 
shortly sparkle round his name in his genea-* 
logical table. 

The alteration which took place ia the 
condu6l of Lady Delia val created a wonder-^ 
ful consternation in the great world ; the de^ 
votees of fashion found it a much more diffi* 
cult matter to quiz her than they expeSed ; 
and the happiness which she was knowii to 
enjoy in her new mode of Ufe, rendered some 
of the members of ton doubtful whether the 
pursuit of empty vanity were really tBL^istafkr 
Hal enjoyment or not. 
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Sir Benjamin and Lady Buckliurst fulfilled 
the prophecy of Lady Dellaval, by retiring to 
Rochester^ and sinking into their native in- 
significance ; and instead of refle6ling how 
he might become a Baronet, poor Sir Ben- 
janiin heard his knighthood so frequently 
turned into ridicule, that had he confessed 
the truth he would not have grudged a mo- 
derate expence to have disencumbered Uim- 
aelf of its possession. 

As soon as the Colonel was sufficiently 
recovered from his wound to be able to 
travel^ he left England, assigning as his 
motive the benefit which he hoped would be 
derived to his health from a change of air ; 
but mental physicians know that a change of 
air is efficacious in many complaints which 
have no connexion with the animal system ; 
and some of these gave it as their opinion 
that Jarvis Block had spoken so freely of the 
liberal interest with which the Colonel had 
endeavoureid to reward him for the loans with 
which he had been accommodated, by him, 
that he had resolved to travel till the report 
should die away. 

Jarvis Block's feelings were not of^ that 
delicate nature of which tiiose of somehumaa 
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beings are; and suffering the twenty thdu- , 
sand pounds which his wife ultimately 
brought him to be a salvo for the false colours 
under which she had at first entrapped hion 
into marriage, they lived quite as. happily 
together as is the lot of many couples whose 
uniops have been contjra6led under much 
fairer auspices; and as time moved on many 
chips of the block strengthened their aife6lion. 

Mr. Leuwitzer equally anxious to reclaim, 
the bad, as to ensure the happiness of the 
deserving, placed Ryecroft in an eligible 
situation in his merpr utile house in London, 
where the retrospecl of the many miseries 
which had attended his past life induced him. 
to complete the reform he had begun ; and 
to the unfortunate Le Blanc he gave the> 
managemi^ht of his mercantile house i(i 
Hamburgh, wberq be evinced his gratitude- 
in his fi(Jelity to his employer. 

Edward Ryecroft having been provided 
by the same generous benefa^r with a suffi- 
cient sum to transport himself to America,, 
became a votary of the stage ; in which pro- 
fession we have, in the early part of thia 
history, seen that he had mad« a su^ccessful 
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attempt under the name of Melmoth; and 
equal success attended his endeavours after 
he had crossed the Atlantic. 

The visit which George A6lon paid Sidtiey 
Valmont for the purpose of returning him hi? 
bribe of two guineas^ by convincing him 
that there was a witness of his nefarious con- 
du£); ready to appear against bim^ if he did 
DOt wisely keep Georgina's secret by keeping 
his own^ immediately pulled down the high 
spirits with which he had quitted Portman- 
square^ afler his last interview with Sir Jasper 
and Lady Dellaval; and rendered him par- 
ticularly careful of not encountering in future 
any of the family. 

By the constant intercourse which sub- 
sisted between the families of Mr| Leuwitzer 
and Lord Abberville, the friendship which; 
the latter had long borne Mrs. Weimar be- 
came strengthened into a tenderer feeling, 
and he at length implored her to become the 
second mother of their beloved Georgina.— 
The married state^ through which Adelaide 
had tilready passed^ had not entirely divested 
her mind of those scruples which had pos- 
sessed it so strongly when she was single; 
aod although she did not attempt to deny 
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Miat she et ained a reciprocal attachment 
or Lord Abbe//"e, she still hesitated to give 
him her hand: " She feared/' she said, '' that 
the world would be illuatured enough to say^ 
that she only mrrieil him for hi^ rank," 

Her broth> *^an his usual smile; he saw^ 
it producing its accustomed effe6l of banish- 
ing her scruples; and he then said, '* Pardon 
me, my dear sister, but you know your af- 
fe6iion for me kept you* so long from marry- 
ing that you contra^ed a few of the pecu- 
liarities of single ladies, before you became a: 
wife Et all ; your first marriage has partly 
Expunged them from your mind — take my ad- 
vice to marry again, and fear not but that 
a second union will entirely corre6l them." 

Need we say, that the advice of so good 9^ 
brother was followed by a sister who had 
through life made him her oracle ? — ^Nor caft 
it hardly be necessary to add {hat Frederick 
Arlington and his Georgina were eminently 
happy ; the possession of ?uch hearts as they 
were blesatt). with, and the ^ircle of aflec* 
tionate friends and relatives in the bosom of 
which they were placed, are amongst the 
choicest gifts of Heaven. — Still it may per- 
haps be possible to adduce an instance of 
an individual even happier than themselves— 
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